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former is flxed, immutable, and to it every possible case of generic or
specifie synonymy can be referred, and at once and for ever decided.
The latter is relative, changeable, differing in v'arious countries and ainon«
Entomologists of the saine country. That whiich is convenient to
European Lepidopterists is the reverse to American.L A collector bas a
différent standard of convenience from, a naturalist. To reconcile al
these différent opinions is impossible ; there is no rule wlhich would be-
acknowledged by ail.

Take as an example one of our cominon Hesperidoe, Pamjni/as//n
described by Boisd. &Lec. in 183-, and found in ail the European collec-
tions under that name. In 1862 the saine species was described ini H-ar-
ris, Ins. Mass., as Zk[siria /zobl'ook, and it is so nanied in most Ame-2rican
collections. By the law of priority the mattcr -would be at once deter-
niined in favour of zabuloiz. But whichi is the miost conveniieit ?-zaizz/èn
ec'idently to E uropean Entomologiets, and /iOAUPOk to American.

I-kre is a case in wvhichl the convenience of the two parties will almays
bc opposed, and whlat rule have we to decide whichi is right? norie, uinless
w'c acccpt priority as our guide.

Priority can bc :;pphied equally wveil to gùnera, but Nvhctlier it -,ould,
be advisable to changre our families in accordance with it is, perhaps,
doubtfül, as the faiiily naine is flot used in designatirig the in-scct andi is.
theretore flot of so îwuch importance.

13waccpingthselaws as prol)osed by Mr. Scudder, we are under no
obligation to follow hlmi in bis exccssively fine generic divisions. It is
the array of new naines %vhich gives bis paper, at first sight, such n for-
midable appearance. I %vould be t'le last one to separate such closely
aliied species as 7nassas'J1 and zabin;, mys/ic and sassaciis, *poiyaead
troilits, an1d înany others whichi are place.-d in new genera.

But the questions ivhich can be raised in regard to the expedicency of
using large or sinaîl gencra, and others of like nature, will, in timne, settie
thenmselves, if ý%'e can establishi our nomenclature on a firmn foundation
wvhichi w'ill neyer be disturbed by subsequent, investigation. This we-
think «Mr. Scudder lias donc, and we hiope thiat bis work %vill be appre-
ciated by Ainerican Lcpidoptcrisis.


