
FOR LOWER CANADA. I

-Professor Sontag, Astronomer ta the « Orinneil Expedition," in his
narrative, says-"l As the land adjacent ta the Pale la ail terra inco gnito,
it i.s impassible ta say what additions ta the stores of natural scienco il
visitor ta those regions niight ho able ta make. Certain it lais hawer,
that a newv and 'vide field would be apcned for bis investigation. Every-
thing there 'vault bc novel i and that circumstance alane would ho well
calculateti tu stirnulate his attentive faculties. The difficulties whIich
ivoulti lresent themives ta the investigator may be appreciatcd at hume;
but thcy would bo greater or Iess, according ta circumstanccs of whieh
ive knowr nothing. We knaw not, for example, whether the Poli is
covered with apen wvater, or icy sea, or dry land ; nor do 've know which
of these three conditions %vould hoe sost faivorable for investigation. It
may ho presumed, lîowever, that an open son waould he, un atreral res-
pects the most disativantageous. las the first place, it ivould in ait pro.
hatility- ho sa deep that, the ship ivoulti bo unable ta anohor; andi the
current nîight bc too strong to permit ber ta keep stationary long cnough
ta roake accurate observations. In thse second place, if site coulti nat
inaintain ber position stcadily nt ane point, tho comimander 'voulti
experience a new embarrassment, as the ineridian mnust extenti south-
ivardly, lie wauld be apt ta lose tisat on %vhicl hoe appraachedl the Pole-
and consequently ho 'vaulti be nt a loss haw ta shape bis course borne-
'vard.

The occurrence of tbis strange difficulty 'vili naturally present itself
as ane arnong many novel phenornena which 'vill arrest the adventurer's
attention, ani the following observations would probably occur ta bim
on the spot. The t'une of day (ta use Iîxat pbraseoiogy for want of snyother that would ho more appropriato) would no lo.;r be marked by
any apparent change in the altitude cf the sun abovre the horizon ;
because to, a spectator at the pole no suds change 'voulti appt», except
ta the saal amouint, of the dails change of declination. Thus, not only
ta the cye, but aiso for the practicai îurpose of ohtaining the time by
astronomical. observations, the sun wculd appear througbout tht twenty-
four haurs neither ta rise nor fit, but ta describe a circle roundi the
beavens paralleti with tht horizon. Therefore, the usual modo of ascer-
taining the time, 'vocit utterly fait; and andeed, ho'vever atartiing may
be the assertion, it is nevertbeless true, that time, or the natursi distinc-
tion of time, %roula ho nio more. This 'viii appear from the cansideration
that the idea, cf apparent timeL refera only ta the particular nieridian on
which an observer haî>pens ta bo placed ; ami ls marked or determined
only hy the distance of the Sun, or soute ather heavenly body, frons that
menidiais. Now, as ais observer at tht pole is on no one meridian, but in
stationedatalioint wbere ail meridians mer* -.îsevident that" aliparent
time I for hiim bas no exîstence.-Canadia,î .Gauralist.

-On Monday cening last, Lieut. Col. Munro, C. Bl., comrnanding the
39tls Itegiment, delivereti a lecture on the animais andi fus cf Canada,
ta tht men of bis regiment, in tht regiutental reading roomi, un the citadel.
Tht room 'v:i. crowded ta its full extent, andi we record witlî pleaituro a
feature of those meetings, yhich 've snost uogailantiy, but most un'vitt-
ingly, omitted ta mention beffore, proving ho'v ruch the interest in these
lectures is extending-and that fcature is tht presence cf the ladies con-
necleti vith tht officers, andti asiy cf the 'vives of the ison-commissiontil
ofliccrs andi men. Col. MunroIs lecture 'vas listeneita Io ith roarked
attention, andi 'vIile its effect 'vas highly pleasing andi entertaining, 've
easily scrtaineti, frorn after conversation 'vith several of bis hearers,
that rnuch useful kno'vledge, many unkiso'n facts, andi a great ansount
of solid information Imd been communicattd. He spolce is atantcofhigh

feeling 'vith regard ta the over-ruling power of God'à providence, au
maisifeàted ia ait his warks; pointedl Out the 'vorkiugs of thRt pîower
dispîsycti in the care with ivhicl, the ineat andi the ansaîlest, as 'veil
as the most important andi greatest, inscet andi animal, 'vert jîrovideti ail
the appliances and instincts calculatett rentier thent thorousghly adapteti
ta each peculiar localitày and cliniate. Tite Colonel stateti that over silice
hie hati entereti tht army, much of bis lcisuro timt bail been devoted ta
the Stuciy cf naturai historv, andi that, la thoso stmilles apcned tipi beforo
hini field upon field of knaovledge andi informatin, ho felt a carrcsponding
degree of interest andi excitement, until tht study hieo a source of
unailay3ed enjoyrntnt andi iiscreasing pleasure. Ta illustrate bis subject,
Coi. Munra hati provideti a great variety of preserveti antiats peculiar
ta Canada, whiclî cnhanccd the valut of the Iodure very lnch. Ilis
description cf the v'arious animais 'vas simple and comprebensivo, anti
tht history lie gave of ench 'vas replce 'vith 'veil arrangeti andi extensive
information.

Tite Ileaver, cspecially, receivetl great attention ; anti witlî regard ta
its geographical range lie saiti, that it appeareti ta have licen ai ont
tume ca.extensive 'îtis the 'vhole of North America from the Arctic
Ocean South ta tht Gulf of Mexico. Tht progress 0? civilization bad,
however, exterininateti tht animal un nearly aIl that Portion of the con-
tinent wbich constituted tht Unitedi States# anti tht settleti portions of
Canada. North cf the Ottawva, anti in tsahe bat -waters of the streams
'vhiclî flow ino tht St. Lawrence heiow it, it is still quite abtindant.
They 'vert also still quite common hetween Lakte Huron and the Ottawa.
Tht ont%- feature which dlstinguisheti tise Amnerican frot the Europessn
heaver 'vas, that the fur of tht latter 'vas ligliter in color titais that of
this continent. It liad at aise tiare heen an inhabitant of the Biritishs
Islandis. Ift mentioneti aiso that tht renains of ans extinet species of
heaver, baci betn discovereti in Europe anud Anitrica, 'vlich appeareti tu
bave heen as large as a sheep. le next gave a most interesting account
of tht places ta whicih bcavers resort; andi descanteti abiy anti fuily on
the construction of their dams, th"ir foodi, habits, industry, sagacity, sud
their mode of treating their paresue ax, or idlers-heating, sometiunes cul.
ting off part cf the tait, and driving out front among tisen tht fellows that
won't work-and their cansequent easy capture by the trappera; the
seasons in 'vhich tlicy are found and caughit 'vith the fur iu gooti order.
Cartwrighit lie saiti had, founti a beaver veighiug 45 posints, anti that
hhey lssd ben cauglit ivcighing CI pountis belte being cieaned. Colonel
Munro gave an exctllent account of the 'vhole systesis cf trapin tht
beaver, intermingiing thia portion cf bis lecture 'vits anecdotes, ýfacriveti
frôa trappers, of many singislar hiabits af the animal ; anti concludeti by
noticing tht panticularîy eugaging qualities displz'yed by il wvhen doutes-
hicateti. Tht Amnerican, or lack Bear, 'vas aiso 'vell dtiied, lied a
full detail given of its habits. The asanner cf liunting it; andi its des-
perate struggles when fairîy lirought ta bay, 'vere 'velI giren, and 'velI
illustrated hy many incidents extractedl front many sources. Tht Itacoon;
tht Wcolverine, or Gluttan ; tht Loup Cervier, or Canadian Lynx ; thit
Fisher-fllack Fox, or flack Cat, ofthe northern Isuntera; anti tht Musk
Rat, or Musquash, escs in tura receiveti a due sbire of attention by
historires whicli displayeti an amount cf research andi industry wLuii
amply proveti how deligbtfui tht study cf Natural IHistory 'vas ta their
author. It lia been most truiy rernatket3Il" tsat, tht pursuit cf Natural
Ristory un alrnostany 'vay, as a study cr an amusement, is both indicative
anti productive cf gentlcness, refineunent, aud virtue, Iluad ire uincerely
trust that Colonel Mtunie's lecture 'viii have the efftcCof crtating among
many of bis auditors a taste for a study calculateti ta producc so snany
-pleasing andi salutary results.-Quebec Gazette.
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