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eîîtirv. suceli a revuult ivas nieitlier s(>
nattiral nor so liecessary ini prose~. 'Tie
eigliteeiitii cetituir, imprupitions as it
wvas tu the lighler iiîuagîîative literatiirv,
favored the prouictionî <>f an effvcticev

ruustyle. I)igiitvcens, correct-
iiess liad been 'thle 'cuef characteristics
of the later forui of eigliteeuîth cent.ury
prose, auud nui the liauds of great miasters
like Sainuel .1 uhuisoun, it wvas also ci unit-

enut virile and furcible. The sense ol
digîîitv anud îîrpriety, iowcver, kept it
to> far aloof frointhei living coiloquial
speech ; ini wcaker liands ;it iaccanie stf!,
cold, andi abstract, and iailed t(> accomn-
nmodate itself to varving1 toile and
tiîcîuglît. Tiiese wvvakuuesses art verv ap-
parent in the proise of the first thirul
the !ollcîwiiug cenuirv wvlie:i the tradi-
tioîns of! the previuu agre still lielj Swvy
anduc there is nit) uarked developjnncuît ili
style: to attract the nîotice ol the littrarv
hiistoriami.

Tis Iirst literar' 8 iuveneuit of the cell-
turv nuav le ccnsiciercd as closing wvith
thie era cof ti: Relorîîi Bill, andc thevre-
lcîi: as, coverin.1 oîîc-thiiril of the whiole

.ri>. Bv the vear 18,, the great,
spirits wlicîîuî we ]lave nained liad cîtiier
passeci a-wav or practicallv fillishiec their
wvork ; but tic initeilectual stimiuluaii bial
1w nuo mciauus exhaîîlýteutl itself. It was
strolng cnicuîgli to inspire aîuuther group
of literarv mn, whocsv wvcrks muade tilt
second thirul <f the cenitury aliîost ccjuai1
lin brilliancv to M.ie first. The force of
inispiratiouî, lio)vevtr, in the loînain o!
pcîctry at len.st, is evidcitly oni the waiic.
Tis is to shocw flot iîuecv 1v the gel-
cral inferiorit 'v o! the later groinp, but
bv dte p ia chiaractirriNtic.s of ilieir

Wvoî'ki. lu Tcîînvysoui wc ind the effrt-ive
c<nuiination o! IlntClv.je' s, pliraNss

and idecas bîîrrîwe1 [rouît prcdcc,'-t.rN,
inunlecha-tV anîd retulote :-tbr wvosk ol

gcuuuil.s, îî.:t, ho()-CVVr, of gellilus %vorkiuugr
limier a strig imupuulsr anud coîîvictinni,
but laboriouisly rlahoratilig, '%vith t;l'tv
auld judgilncnt and the fiîîest trclîniictl
sk'ill, a -%vcalti (if ulatvri-al lî-andtctl lowil
froi tue past. Ilu Browvning, oui Ille
otliur liaud, whoî dues liut ., 'il tu aliv

uf blis iiuîiincîbate preclecessuirs lui origiiî-
alit aincd force, dte inteilectual, andi
critîcal impulse is apt to he strongrer
than dte imaginative anud creative, su
that there i2s amn inperlert fuisio>n c:f

thoiîglî t and fo rui. I1i tieir contemupur-
aries the. marks of exijaustion are clearer.
MaIttthev Arnould is umorte iiiaifestlv ili-
tative (]lis miasters are M*ordlsworthi ziiîd
Goiethe) tlîau tic jitets of the carlier
peri<id. Ilu botu Arnoldi and Cluugi. <me
is couiscious oif the tenuitv and unicer-
tainity of dt piietit: aflatuls ;and ini Tact
wvîtl Arnoîld, thc inspiration gave ouit,
anti lbis riper %.cars wverc given to critica!
prose.

Buit if, on the whîulc, tlien the puceticai
product (if the second titi o! the ceni-
turv, cîice as it is, is iferior to iliat
of the cariier, the converse liolds, -il Oti
caise o! prose. Tiiere is in dit lirst 1 lace
a markecl developîneuit (i! style -. Iiiitv:

parailci to Il carlier change wvroluguît ii
poet ry. Tic conventional piroprie tv ai' c
rcgularitv of the cighitecntli century us
abiandonced aund the reins are giveut to ini-
dividumîl idiosyncrasies or even to ca-

price ;cîuu. c the pr<ise of this acre lit-
comues as as varied as wert the cîc
stvleà; of Wiord1sworth' s con temiporaries.
p>rose veases to lic abstract anid acadle-
miii.. anud drawvs closer tii the Iaiiucil,,

ouf ordiuîary i!e. It beconles more -I
loqiîîial hoth ln vocabulal;rv anud sen tenice
-forirîs ;its diction growvs more comîcrete
alidt iuîîag 'iîuative, auîd is o!tcîî imuipassioni-
ccl or puictical. Carlyle auid auld

<tue two iîuost iufuenitiai jrose; wvriters
01 Ilic jirioui). andtite later lR isiiui,

.siiflicicnitlv iiiistrate inis , ic sanie
teuideuiies lloil.1h le.ss couîsîîicioîus, arc

dise overabie iui the wvritiuugs of Newmuanu,
tie grrea.ttvst luastvr ol Eliglisli prose ini

the ccîîtury. AUl tiescen %cu vere îot
mut. rvlv frevat stvlhsts, but pridîucers of
grcat wvcrks. To ciumuphuaisize [urtiier thc
igrcattie' tif the lierx<îd in prosie, Mlle

ima- add to t'tir mnîines alreaidv menu-
tîuîiied thosie ti! J. 'S. 'Mili, likelis.
Thîackeray-, Charlotte Bruute, ami latcr,
Geuirge wlii. thse hest -,vorksý Nere

.îli puubisid lii 1866. Thuis sconîud lieriodi
vilmuîîuiatzd abulot 1.5l wlîvn -wvitl the

Ili)


