
THIE JURY SYSTEM.

A 1!111Â1 by a Jury of his cou ntrymien, bas been long regardedl, by aIl civized
listions, as ensuring to the ac3cused a full measure, of juatice. The Iaw of 1ingland,

inespecial, witli that dread of wrong ivhich appears througbout lier <Jrinnal,
Jurifprudence, declaregtha-,t every mnan is entitled te a trial by his peers ere any
punishmnat eau. bo inflicted on 1dm. The introduction of suimiary proseutions
bas, to a certain eitent, modified the law, but the genera-1 rule romains the samo.

Commcutato' Lave always regarded trial by jury as one éf te gretsblak

cf lierty Gleying iu it as pec iliarly a Saxoia institution, tliey bave éïehaicge&
the world to preduce anything suparier in excellence. Their challenges have
iiot beeu responded tc; but the institution itself bas been Lborrowed by oCher
naitions, a.nd now bestows upon foreigners the blessinge wbhch cf old were enjoycd
salely by tho Angle-Saxon race.

A tzial conducted before a jury properly composed, presents the great-est facili.
ties for the due administration of justice. To impose upon the j-adgea of the
land the task of deciding on the guilt of individuals azcnsedC of great. cri-aes,
would ho to, heap upon tiiet immense respousibilities. It would, more-over, bave
the efeot of exposi.ng- th2m tor popular indignation or 1.e private hate; audit
znight, ini troublous times, imperil the libertice of the subject. ]3y dividia,
however, the responsibility, Eubmitting thei question of fact. to twelve of the
aweused's compeers, requiring the judg,,e to furnis-à the law for their guidance,
aud1 to carry into effect, their verdict by prouounohig tire proper sentence; the
difficulties cf thre case are avoided, and the jurymea end judge sleep easiily under
a dividedl burtiren.

The mont devoted admirers of tb&-system do not, however, pretend tlrat .it. is
infallible--that. in every instance justice je rcndcred,-thut ne criminai escapes-
ne innocent man suffers. It Iras bcen perverted, by huinan ingenuity, into a
-veldcle for thre infliction elf 'wrog-it bua ben au de, by attorney-craft, thfrý bul-
wark for the proteetion of gnilt; but stiil it is, if properly ca.rried out, thre truc
bandmaid of the «blin-d goàdess.

i-t is pazsing,- strange that file Chlristian religida, recognizing alla incudcating
thre beautifuil doctrine of' brotirerly love as one of its first prinoiples, should yet
be productive cf projudices, engeudlering hute between thre merahors of ie different
scots, befbee wlrich thre oCher passions of hunity fade i-ato ins5itmiilfcance. Thoso
prejudices meet us n uthre àtreets, influence tire actions of car nxeighbouwr, ana
contre]; in mnany instances, ftnt wbioh we Maay fendly imagine t e Oour destiny.
To di8sipate, those prejudie, and thercby ensure thre due administration cf
justice betwe"i-n rïn aird mnu, should ho thre aira of tire rulers cf every contty.
Let the îight cf education ime, and accu tbose teints cf ignorance shah be dis-
persed; for 'it may bc laid dowr. as a principle, tinat thre lem educated a mn le,

tiremor lielyis ire to be affeoted net by one; but y alf-a-do-ZOT prejudicea,
whicir, with tiroir iauknýess cf growtIb, choche uxp ail the better fehlin of iris
lnture.


