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It is blessed to t1fink of the obliteration of denominational distinctions
in the glorýYland, when the complctcd body of Christ shall acknowledge
the one naine of lier undividcd Lord. Were it otherwise, and the question
coull bie put concerning the many-niamed and rnuch subdivicled churces
which have witnessed and labored and suffered for and with Christ upon
the earth, "'Wliielî is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven ?" xnethinks
the Master's reply -wonld bc, " The Clîurcli of the «United l3rethren ;" and
w'hatever our various preferences and proclivities may liave been as mem-
bers of the Chiurdi down below, 1 consider it unlikely that any of us would
for a moment dispute this supremacy of the Moravian Brethren as a mis-
sionary chiurcli. Thcy have shown us a inagnificent, example ; why have
-WC been so slow te follow it ?

The MNoravian Missionary Society, begun in ~ 3,is the oldest Protes-
tant enterprise for evangelizinig the heathen. A few years since public
attention was called to the iniseriable condition of lepers in India and else-
where ; but the Moravians legan to carry the good news te, lepers in Africa
seventy-four years igo, and to those in Jcrusalem twenty-five yVears ago.
0f their income of £70,000, nearly two thirds are raised by evangelized
native churches, which contain over 00,000 converts, a total three times as
numerous as the membters of the home churches, which have sent forth
umisajonaries in the proportion of one for every sixty niembers, a-, conmpared
wvith one for every .5000 inembers anmong Protestant churches generally.
W hat significance iu this last statexnent-how honorable te the Moravians>
how humbling for Protestants geuerally!1

There is a vast competition in our day and a grept array of statisties
with reference to the comparative lirogress in numbers, in buildings, in the
annual revvenues, and the Voluntary gifts of the varions ehurces--. In this
conipetition establishied and fre e hurches and ail the denominations vie
with carb other aînid varions experienes- of success and defeat. It dees
net seem likcly, 110w tliat we arc d1rawing near to the close of tlue second
millenniumn of Chris;tianity, that anything will arise in the conditions of
mnankind in thie leadingr Protestant lands, or in the p)hasesq of theology
%vhieli largely goveru the miuds of mexi in lands ruled. by Bible principles,
te gretly alter flue proportions 'Wlîich new ebtain betwecn the varions
sections of the Churhu iu their nuinerical strength and social influence ancd
power. Fluctuations there will ever bc locally ; but over the %vluche arcas
hceld by Protcstantismi no, very marked dispiacements bly one over the other
are probable. Partial qucccss of one brandi of the Cliurch will but stimu-
late te greater ende-avor in another branch to replace wliat has been lest.
Is it be.yond hope thiat wc nmay ne day sec a pause in this hitherto endless
strife for unastery iu seeking te gain thxe first or second or third place in
rnemhersltip), iu edifices, in reenesiwich nowv engages the ceaseless
'watchfulnessq and activities cf leading men in every dencuxination ? and
instead of this feverish race for slxpremacy in an age whiehi sceins governed
largcly t'y st.atistics, a more prayerful pont1ering of our L-ord's parting
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