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work is to be undertalken are prescribed. Is the Christian Church strictly
heeding the nature of her most important work, and observing the order
laid down by her commission? We are afraid it must be admitted that she
is not. We are not sure but that the same charge may be brought against
the Apostolic Church. She was communded to go into the world and
preach repentance and remission of sins, beginuning at Jerusalem. We
are not going to question the inspiration and wisdom of the apostles in
scattering us they did, for we do not know everything they knew nor feel
everything as they must have felt it. And yet we cannot help but think that
they were in great haste to get away from Jerusalem. We cannot help but
feel that they displeased their Master by giving so little of their zeal and val-
uable lives to the people of their own nation. Had they remained lunger and
worked harder in Jerusalem and the snrrounding country, Jerusalem from
the start might have been the centre of Christendom and the Jews the great
missionaries of the Cross.”

“But, alas! cowardice, indifference to their own nation or other reasons,
made the apostles scatter, alter a short effort, {o the ends of the carth, and
the world is to-day what it ought not to be. Is there not a voice in this 1o the
American Church? We are sending o great deal of money out of the country
to pay the men we send to the heathen. We are preaching repentance and
remission of sins to all the heathen nations of the earth.

“To us, at least, the duty of the American Church is plain enough. There
is a work to be done on this continent and in these United States which she
cannot ignore, which she must do, and she alone. She must begin at Jerusa-~
lem and preach the word at Jerusalem so long as the Lord her Master sees fit
to send her millions of heathen from across the seas to convert. These home
pagans, educated and uneducuted, are neaver in every way than those of other
lands. It is the first duty, therefove, of every saved man and woman to con-
sider their condition and do at once what can be done to convert them ; other-
wise the curse that rests upon the ¢tribes of the wandering foot and weary
breast’ may rest upon them and upon their children’s children.”

TFor ourselves we are not conscious of any undue emphasis on the
work in foreign fields. ‘'Lhe duty of evangelization is universal. But
such emphasis as is heve laid on the home ficlds is out of all proportion.
It violates good sense. if not Christian propriety. The unknown
writer of this special contribution more than hints that a charge may
he brought against the Apostolic Chureh ; he thinks the apostles ¢ were
in great haste to get away from Jerusalem ;™ that ¢“they displeased
their Master by giving so littlo of their zeal and valuable lives to the
people of their own nation ; ”and he ventures with an  alas,” to lament
that their ¢ cowardice, indifference to their own nation or other reasons,
made the apostles scatter, after a short effort, to the ends of the carth,”
and hence ““ the world to-day is what it ought not to be !”

These and similar expressions in this article scem to the editors of
this ReviEw to fly in the face of the whole testimony of the New Tes-
tament as to the simplicity, fidelity and evangelistic spirit of the Apos-
tolic Churel ; to overlook the fact that such rapid and far-reaching
evangelism was never known before nor since; and to treat with at
least an irreverent lightness the obvious fact that the providence of God
is responsible for that scattering abroad.  Tus the writer of this article




