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ýviews as te the gift; of tho Jloly Spirit, on condition of faith, which
leads him to press an immediate decision UPOn lus hearers at these
great religlous gathierings of the flindus. Allilio corne forwvard and
publicly declare th2eir belicf in Jesus Christ as their Saviour, lie wvill
baptize at once, taking their names and lhonmes, and seekiug te foflow
up thie work thlus begiin. ilence the number of baptisme miade of
those who up te thiat lIour were EHindus in full caste relationis, is Very
large.

The same question is pressed in the Punjab, where the American
Unitcd Presbyterian Mission las been very successful. Whole villages
have corne te Chirist, and callcd for immediate baptism, and the Uinited
Presbyterian missionaries have granted if, ivith full admission te thie
chlurcli. The Mfetliodists defer such admission, and the Clîurclî Mis-
sionary Society prefers, is a ride, net te grant immediate baptism.

Thiere are serions objections against this policy. Many hearing tule
gospel for the flrst; time get ne just idca of ifs reqirements. The ir
conversion te Ohirisfianity is liable te be se only in nam', and form.
Tuie danger is of getfing inito tlic mission clînreles a mass of llinduismn
in reality, uinder the outward rites of Chnistianity, te say nothîing of
the scandal wlîicli tlueir relapse into their old faith would bringo upon
the Christ ian life anîd faithi. The evils of sucli a hiasty admissioni into
the churcli-memberslîip witliout due consideration and teachling, are
serious and damaging, evcu in Chiristian lands, and wliere public senti-
ment is comparatively strong and on tlie riglit side. WVhat miust tley be
in licatiient lands, and even in lIndia, wliere flic church is feeble, and
public sentiment for flic most part hostile ?

"XIn reply, if is uirged that Christ lias nmade distinct promises te tiiose Who
are net ashanued te confess Him; that wlien tlîis is done publicly, and wvitil
public exl)lanatien of thie preaclier, thie churcli may claimi flc fulfiliment of
the promnise. It is truc, iiioreover, thiat Hindus uîîiveisaIly attaah gr-eat im-
portance te Cliristian baptismn, regarding if as a docisive acf, wh)ich involves
the breaking of caste and excommunication. If any one goes se far as te
take t his sfep, se imiportant i lus own cyes, whly siotùl lie nef b)e baptized,
follewe(l up), instructed, and, at the preper time, reccived into flic cliurch?
And is net thîs the way, after al], in which flic builk of the People of India
are te be breuglit to Chrvist-net by preliniinarf education, whlîi cau reacli
but a few at a fime, and mnay draw mcon away fromn Christ instead ef towards
Hini, but by conversion, with instant aneous baptism te seal flic acf, fellowed
by subseqiient training in Chirist? If thle c.'nversien of Iridians oceurs by
niasses, insfead ef as individuals, intist it net be ini sonue sticli ianîxer, the
old barriers giving iway suddenly, anîd greaf bodi e oflihe people becomling
disciples of Christ while ig norant cf Ilin except as their Savieur?"

Thiere is great force and pertinence iii tiiese questions. Experience
miusf, in the main, settle flic mat fer iii India, and i otlier mission
fields. If is admitted, by thie best iufornîcd, ti'at vcry many of flic)
Iindus acknowledg fli fr o lf Clirisfâiau' ifv and are looking for a
wvidespread niovement among flei r peuple. Iimense and rupid changes8


