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CONDENSEI' Noitt 3 Bret Ilarte'. Toronto:
* (anad'n&t .'s owl Z'u7lis7duiii Cf).

*In tbesu 'Sensation Novels ÇondIenstcd' we have
a pleasant contribution to humorous literaturce, in
the sbape ofýtravesties on the znortis of vÇoll-
known. authors.- The st.yle of ( -nposition, plot,
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strîîctive art of novel writin~g, lie badle fair to
achieve hlil lionours ilu bis field of literature.
We shal ho inucli surpriscd, lîowever, if ]lis
fime does not suifer, and the entrance of blis
wivoks into rc.speetabh society is not liimitcd by
that coarsüness and aandon in plot ana narrative
whicli the present w'ork givces evid1ence of. It
innybe advanced tlîat it is the legitiniate work of
a novelist to portray societv os it eltand that
the questionable life young Englisli baronetts; Icad
in ftshiionabille circles becoinc fair inaterial for the
pen of tlie romancist. If We do0 not dlissent fromn
this, ive înust, at least, takze exception to the frce
and easy hîandling of such, subjeets, and the
«"matter of course"' acceptance of such a state of
socieýty by the personages brouglit forward by. our
autbor as thobe one0 expccts to influence and ad-
vise wvitli a more w'holesoine niorality.

But M-.. Iteadc does not transgress in thuîs
particular for the first tinie. We bave in
"Griffith Gaunt,",andl others of blis %vorks, siinilar
violations of decency and propriety ; and it is
uiîfortuna,,tc that in modern novels we find so
much to outrage in this respect. 1a the "QOuida"
novels, and even in tbe author of Guy Living-
stone, particularly in "«Ainteros," ana la many
other -writers of the day, ive have that playing
with profigacy and thiat flippanit toying with
imprudence that 'would ilndicate our retror.ding
to the niorality of the fiction of the ]ast century.
It is of littie moment in. this 2natter that love
ana fidciity get their reward, andn tbat ont of tbe
cbaos of pasziion and intrigue corne the conquer-
ing forces of right, purity aind goodness. Surli
productions betray in the vritur depraved tastes
and iunbealthy instincts ; and, Mnoreover, dulU
the sensibilities, and prove a terrible tenîptation
to the youing reader.

The iublishiers blave donc tbeir work, vell, ana
are to be coînmiielded for the enterprise wbich
pronmpted tbicir -arr.niii-ii witli the autbor for n
exclusive native edlition of this %vol],, tblougb,], of
course, tlî"y ceitratedt for tbe novel wit]out any
k-nowlcdge of' its bl'mishi in the inatter WC ]lave
censured. I":xxialthe vobune lias ail the
artistie ailurenwent of the l'rinter's and tbe
Binder's art, and is nmost crcditab]e to Cunadian

and manncrisms peciair to ecdi writer are eleverly
irnicked.; and the volume reveals Mr. Marte ini a

role wlîicb, if not original, is at Icast amusing.
The novelists earieatuired are Disraeli, Lever,
]lulwer Ly ttuîu, Victor Hlugo, Marryat, Dickens,
WVilkie Collins, and othiers, and the reader w~il1
find a piquancy and entertainnuient il the volu1ne,
whichl will be relisbied iii these ' dog- days.'

ITLEi Mn-s-; LiFE A-T PLUINFIELD W'LTII JoJ'S
Boys. ]3y MisssLonisa M. Alcott. Toronto:
(Janadi«n Ncwcs ansd Puliskdng CJo.

"Little Mca" will. not diniishi tbe reputation
establishied hy this autboress in prior works,
"'Little Momen," to which tliis ivork1 is a sequel,
«"An Old Fiasbioned Girl," &c., &e. With a
tbioroughI appreciation of the young cbaracters and
hife -with w~hich the work deals, and a bearty enx-
thusiasmn in tbe novel pbilanthropy of Plumfield,
Miss Alcott bas ivritten a mvork w'bich wili be as
enduring as Mlr,;. Barbauld's "Evcnin-s at Home,"
or any of Mrs. Shierwood's inost treasured stories.
There is so mnuel fresliness and naturalness, ana
so muenli of tbe spirit of ebildhoo -d in tbe pages of
"«Little Mlen," as well as so xnucli sonda philos-
opby, that it is impossible to Nvitlilol.d the ex-
pression of a liearty admiration for, and a warrn
commendation oi the work.

TiiE COMING RACE : Or. TUE NEW UTOrrA.
Toronto : Adanî, Stcrcnsot & (Jo.

To read a page of this extraordinary -work is to
fohlowv it to thie end :-for notbing li1ce it, in in-

gimative po'wer, ini engrossing interest, and in
the dcceptiveniess of the assunied ruality of the
narrative, lias appearcdl sin ce "'Gulliver's Travels"'
came froin Swrift's peu. The ' race' the author
introduces us to is a mxarelloubl3' gifted one, in-
biabiting a subterranoan region; whlich the narrator
discovers n'bile exçploring in one of the muning
dibtiicts of Eugland ; and tbc story of wvbat;
cornes undor luis observation amoug a people SQ
woadcrfully endowed, togc'tbecr with. the writer's
observations and roflections, which are full of
xneaning, and cextrc-tnc]y paungent, constihate the
niaterial, of the book. The societv of " Vril-land"'
is a creation of the mnost ingcnious description ;
and nxo one should omnit to inakze the acquaintance
of this extraordinary people.

Pi-sn %Vi ixmn Tv yrt%.y : A Soeiety Novel.
13v Mrs. I. B3. Stowe. Toronto: - anadian
.i-cis (Jo.

This is a tale of fashionale life in 'Ncwv York
circles, written wvitb a caustic lien, na intende

to impale the frivolities of the S.Ciety that gtler.


