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SALT AS A MANURE.
TO THE EDITOR OF THE LIVERPOOL MAIL.

Siz,—I beg to call the attention of your agricultural
readers, who ave in the habit of using guano and artifi-
cinl manures, to the fact that most of the carbonate of
ammonia contained in them, or generated during their
decomposition in the soil, is quickly evuporated befure
the plunts derive any benefie fromit. At least 20 or 30
per cent. of unimal” moanures may bo suved by the use of
salt, which will provent the ammonin eseaping into the
atmosphere, and two substances highly necessary to ve-
gotation will be formed.  "The meritsof salt as an agent
in agricultural operations seom to have been nearly entively
overlooked by our experimental farmers ; but L am salis-
fied, from extensive expevience of my own,that when itis
properly applied it will be found n most valuable addition
to the various natural and artificial manures now offered
to the public. Iam, &c,

A Fanruen.
FXTRACT FROM A FARMER'S DIARY.

“ During the process of [ermentation which takes place
when large quantities of stable and farm-yard juanure
are thrown together, a considerable portion of the most
valuable part is lost in the shape of carbouate of wiamonia,

the vessels, whether of wood, cavthenwure, copper tin-
ned, zine, cast-iron (lined with » china-lile compositiun),
or gluss, placed in rows on the floor. Al these ditferens
kinds of utensils have been tried with various suecess, in
the hope of discovering how, in hot weather, more espe-
cinlly when o thunder storm is gathering, the milic can be
guarded against o too early acidity 5 fory as 1tis & fixed
and imariable rule that the cream must be removed from
the wilic before the latter vets av adl sour, and an equally
ostablished faet, that all the oily puticles eannot tie ob-
tained in a shorter period than 36 hours, vesaels in which,
during sultry, wnd especially damp weather, the milk
could be kept the due time, are o great desideratum.  As
yet, however, there reigns much diversity of vpinion on
the subject, and shallow wuoden vessels, as nearly as pos-
sible cyually wide at top and bottom, contaimng, when
full, about eight quarts, Lut in which, dwing swnmer,
seldom more than six quarts are poured, are in most ge~
neral use.  They have, however, some disadvantages, of
which the chiet is the great difficulty and the cousequent
labour and close attention requisite to remove all acidity
(which in .ome states of the atmosphere, is almost un-
avoidable), and which, penetrating the pores of the wood,
sometimes resists all the patiens scrubbing ; first, with
hot water and small birch serabblers, and secondly, with
boiling water and a hard round brush made of pigs’ bris-

which flies off, I'l‘O.Pl'O"c".t “)i‘? greutlwus‘te cumlmun Sig‘ tles (with which every hair’s breadth is carefully polished
may be used. It isa principle in c)exmstr{ that sub-|over,) so that the despairing dairymaid is compelled to
staucescombine more freely at the moment of t eir genera- | resort to washing in a ley of wood-ashes, or boiling,
tion or disengagement than at any other time. The chlo-{or even scorching over” lighted chips, followed by
ride of sodium or common salt immediately unites with, countless rinsings in pure spring water. ~ To dimunish, in
the carbonate of ammonia as it is formed, and a double | some measure, this labour, the plan of painting the milk
decomposition takes place, producing muriate of ammonia ' yails and dishes with a preparation of exanabar, linsced-uil,
and carbonate of soda. . . 3 and litharge has been adopted by the millc veaders in
“ A recent discovery in chemistry has clicited this fact, | some country dairics : notonly, however, is the expense
and goes far to prove th}? utility of salt as applxqablc 10, considerable, as the x"essels nmust be finished oft with pe-
manure. ThﬂE the ancients were ngqummgd ""“h ““’icyl}:u‘ care, and require to get th_rcc cnnfs of the comno-
several propesties of salt and its uses, in sufficiently shown ' Sition at first, und one yearly afterwards, but_the mlk,
by the following passage from Scripture :=-Salt is good ;| for some days after they are brought into use, has & per-
but if'the salt have lost its savour, wherewith shall it be ; ceptible taste of paint. “The timed copper milk pans are
seasoned ? It is neither good for the land nor yet for the } very costly, and must be earefully watehed lest theo should
dunghill : men cast it out.’ . require re-tinning.  The zine are, as yet, little known, and
« o render this quotation perfectly intelligible, it is u]e- i the assertion of their effeet in hetter severing the cream

sary to observe that in parts of Syria a species of voek-' from the milk not sufficiently proved. The cast-iron linait
:ﬁf: 1‘%515’0“.“(,},, if expnslyl for un): Ienthlof time to the! \:ith‘ (‘mam(}],\t]hongh :lssuré‘,dlgr durable and very clcz;z.
atmosphere, loses its saline properties, but retains its out- 3sccm tov expensive ; and the glass have many opponents
ward appearance. ‘It hay lost its suvour 37 ¢ men cast it fon account of thew brittleness, and the vague notinns
out ; ¢it is_neither good for the land nor yet fur the vespecting gless and electricity inducing the idex thatf
dunghill” Herc are two distinet uscs, bgsxdes' domestic. the electric fluid get into the milk it caunot get ontagan !
purposes, to which salt was applied, and in both cases it whereas, as it is ascertained that it always attaches ivself
was good. Upon the land it produces various eftects accord- yto & conduetor, and, in the :}bsen.co' of anything mere at-
ingto the quantity used, and most agricultarists are ac- | tructive, rans along the surface, it is more likely that the
quainted with its nature ; but the great source of its uti-  milk should be protected in glass, wiich is a non-condue-
lity is upon the dunghill. ‘There, in nature’s laboratory. | tor, than in any other substance. In my dairy, which
a chemical change takes place, and carbunate of soda and contains upnards ot 150 cons, the glass vessels have been
muriate of ammonia are formed. . , used formore than four years 5 and I give them a decid-
“ Sir H. Davy, in his * Agricultural Chemistry,’ re-; el preference over all athers.  Lheir form is good, being
marks that farm-yard _dung,. i its l‘i_ecomposxpm), 10595 ; sixteen inches broad at the top, and twelveat the bottom 5
from half wtwo-third:s its weight ; besides o saving of this | the giass is dark bottle-green, transparent, and perfectly
immense loss, all noxious weeds and seeds ave destroyed, smooth, about one-cighth of an inch thick, and provided
by the salt, as also the larve of insects, and the inscets {with a rounded rim at the upper edge, whxcl'r makes it
themselves, which constune great portions of the dung.casy to retain a safe hold of them, even full.  They con-
To all farmers who are desirous of increasing the value of | tain eight quarts, but never receive more than six.  They
their farm-yard manure, I would strongly recommend the, cost 5d. a picce, -and their durability may be estimated by
use of salt on the dunghill. It may be used in a liquid state, ; the fact, that to_encourage carcfulness, each dairymaid is
sprinkled amongst the manure at the time of throwing it, alivwed one dollur per anmun extra, as pan-money, being
into o heap, or spread afterwards in a dry state as 2 co-; bound at the same time to pay 10d. for each one she
vering to the whole.” breaks : yet hitherto, no girt has broken tothe extent of
her dollar, It is self-evident that acidity cannot be com-
- c municated to glass, and the ease and rapidity with which
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GLASS MILK-PANS they ave cleaned, requiring merely to be firet washed with
Captain Stanley Carr, of Tuschenbeck, near Lubeck, j lukewarm water, then rinsed in (:_old water and placed in
transmitted to the Society, through Sir John W. Lub-ja rack to dry, edvet such a saving i fucl and Iabour

bock, Bart., and at_the request of Mr. Handley, a speci-
men of the glass milk-pans employedso successtully in his
Germar dairy, and referred to in his paper on the Rural
Eennomy of Schieswig, Holstein, and Lauenburg, in the
first volume of the Society’s Journal (page 380). * The
milk,” says Captain Carr, « when brought to the dairy,
is immeédiately strained through 2 horse-hair sieve into

(liminishing the namber of our duirymaids by at least
two), thai the less quantity of butter obtained, supposing
(which T by no wmeans concede) that the milk, during o
fow weeks in summer, does sour sooner, and conse-
quent throws 1y less cream in glass than in woed, is more
than compensated by the lessened expense of the establish-
ment, not Lo mention the great advantage of attaining the




