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PLEDGE.~~We, the undersigned, do agree, that we will not wse Intoxicating Ligquors as a Beverage, nor

Traific in them; that we will not provide them as an article of Entertatnment, nor for

ersons in our Fm-~-

ployment; and that in all suitable ways we will disccantenanes their nse throughout the Commuutity,
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BRANDY AS A PREVENTIVE.
(IR BY T,

The cholera had made its appearance in New York, and
mang déaths were occurring daily. Among those who
weekly permitted themselves to feel an alarm amounting
almost to térror, was a Mr. Habart, who, from the moment
the disease manifested itself, became infested with the idea
thdt lie would be one of its victims.

¢Doctor,’ said he, to his family physician, meetling him
one day in the street, ¢ i3 there nothing which a man can
take that will act as a preventive to cholera ?’

¢ Pl tell you what I do,’ replied the doctor.

¢ Well, what is it?’

¢ J {ake a glass of good brandy twice a day. One in the
1porning, and the other after dinner.

SIndeed? "And,do you think brandy usefulin preventing
the disease ¥ -

t1 think it a *protection,” said the doctor. ¢ It keeps the
s;'ste(’n slightly stimulated ; and is besides a good astrin-

enl.
8 ¢ A very simple agent,” remarked Mr. Hobart.

¢ Yes, the most simple that we can adopt. And what is
better; the use of it leaves no after bad consequences, as is
too often the case with rhedicines, which act upon the sys-
tem as poisons.’ o

«Sometimes very bad consequiences arise from the uso of
brandy,’ remarked Mr. Hobart. ¢ have seen them in my
time.’

¢ Drunkenness you mean?’

¢ Yes.?

¢People whoare likely to make beasts of themselves had
better let it alone,’ said the docter, contemptuously. ¢1f
they should take the'cholera and die, it will be no great loss
to the world.? :

. ¢ And you really think a liltle good brandy, taken daily,
fortifies the system against the cholera?® -
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¢ Seriously, I do,® replied the doctor. ¢I trave adopted;p

‘this.conrse-from the first, and I have not been troubled with
2 symptom of the disease.?

$1 feel very norvous on the subject. From the first I
bave been impressed with the idea that I would get the dis-
‘ease and die.’

¢That is weakaess, Mr. Hobart.?

¢  know it is, still { cannot belp it.
vise me to take a little good brandy ??

¢ Yes,tevery -day.? . .

And you would ad-

¢1 am a Son of Temperance.?

¢ No matler, you can take it as medicine under my pre-
scription. I know a dozen Sons of Temperance who have used
brandy every day since the disease appeared in New York.
It will be no violation of your contract.—Life isof too mveh
value to be put in jeopardy on a mere idea.

¢ [ agree with youthere. [’d drink anything, if U thought
it would give me an immunity against this dreadtul disease.’

¢ You’ll be safet with the brangy than without it.?

¢ Very well, If you think so, I will use it.?

On parting with the doctor, Mr. Hobart went to a liquor
store and ordered half a gallon of brandy to be sent home.
He did not feel altogether right in doing so, for it must be
understood that, in years gone by, Mr. Hobart had fallen into
the evil habit of intemperance, which clung to him until he
run through a handsome estate and beggared his family. In
this low state he was found by (he Sons of Temperance, who
induced him to abandon a course whose end was death and
destruction, and to come into their Ocder. From that time
all was changed. Sobriety and industry were returned to
him in many of the good things of this world which lie had
Jost, and he was still'in the upward movement at the time
when the fatal pestilence appeared.

On going home at dinner time, his wife 323id to him, with
a se1jous face~-¢ A demijohn, with some kind of liquor in it,
was sent here to day.?

¢ Oh, yes,’ he replied, ¢it is brandy that Dr. L—— order-
ed me to take as 3 cholera preventive.?

¢Brandy ! ejaculated Mrs. Hobart, with an expression of
painful surprise in her voice and on her countenance, that
rather annogred her husband.

¢«Yes. Hesaysthat hetakesitevery day as a preventive,
and directed me to do the same.?

¢I wouldn’t touch it if I were you. Indeed I wounlds’t,
said Mrs. Hobart, earnestly.
¢ Why wouldn’t you?’ . ,
¢« You will violate your contract with the Sons of Tem-
erance)
¢ Not at all. Brandy may be used as a medicine under
the prescription of 2 physician. 1 wouldn’t have thought of
touching it, bad nat Dr. L-—— ordered me o do so.’

¢ You are .not sick, Edward.’ i

¢ But-there is death in the very air I breathe. At any
moment I am liable to be struck down by an arrow sent from
an unseen bow, unless a shield be intex;posed. Such ashield (.
has beenplaced in my - hands.  Shall I not use it ?’ ‘

Mrs. Hobatt knew her husband well enough to be salis-




