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neighbour’s house, where a missionary was
addressing from twelve to twenty females.—
She wept much during the address, and pro-
mixed that she would attend the meetings
regulariy.  Having returned 1o her house a
short time afierwards, T found her telling her
hushand where she had been, and what <he
had heard, while he was listening with the
deepest attention. T conversed with them
for a while on thevalue of their immortal
=ouls, and on the number and aggravation of
their sins, and on the freeness and fulness
of salvation through Christ Jesue, when
their feelings becamie too powertul to be re-
sistedy and the big tears =olled thick and fast
down the old =ofdiers checks, and his wile
wept ddoud.” € One expression,™ observes
the missionary, “which she used, when
speaking of the mizerable shufts she had had
receurse to in order to obtain whiskey, con-
vinced me how muchthe drunkard is a slave
to his lust. ¢ T have =een me in that state,
Siry that [ could have sacrifived my little boy
for whiskey. O, the horrors of that state!
I cannot tell you what they are T wish,”
continues the missionary in his journal,—
“¢ that the rulers of our land, and particular-
ly the magistrates of Edinburgh, could have
heard her when she complained about the
public-houses v-i:ch are every where open,
tempting /Aer, and other poor drenkards, to
drink.”

Beer Drinking.
Fiom the London Standard.

It is a faect, well known to medical men
of experience in the metropolis, that a con-
firmed Beer drinker in London can scarcely
scratch his finger without endangering his
life. To whatever extent the publication of
this truth mav interfere with the interests of

- Mr. Fowell Buxton, and other pious dealers
in beer, it is for the public safety to have it
known that, whether from some peculiarity
ot the London climate, or of the London ;
beer a copious London beer drinker is al] .
one vital part.  He vcears his heart upon
hid sleeve, bare to a death weund, even from 1
a rusty nail or the claw of a cat.  We re-
miember to have heard or read, we cannot
positively say which, in a lecture of Sir:
Astey Cooper, that the worst patients
brought into the metropolitan hospitals, are |
those apparently fine maodels of health,
strength, and soundness—the - Loadon dray-
men.  When one of these receives a serious |

injury, we think Sir Astley said, it is always |
necessary 1o amputate, if you would give the
pauent the most distant chance of life.

The draymen, it is “vell known, have the

unhmited privilege of the brewer’s cellar,
and, of course, exercise that privilege with
boundlessiiberality. In the lecture 1o which
we hate referred, Sir Astley illustrated the
effect of this indulgence upon the constitu-
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“tion by an incident that had a short tme be-
Iore oceurred to him in his practice, He
had been called 1o attend a drayman, a
powerful, - fresh coloured,  healthy-looking
iman, who had suffered an injury in his
Minger from a splinter of a stave. Suppura-
tion had taken place in the wound, which
s appeared buta trifling one, and Sic Astley, of
;course, opened the small abseess with his
Jancet. Upon retiring, the justly distinguish-
ed surgeon found that he had forgotten his
laneet case, returned to recover ity and saw
his patient m a dying <tate ; and dead the
patient was in a few minutes, or, at most, in
a few hours, we cannot accurately’ remem-
Ler which.  But the impresston was upon
 Sir Astley’s muind, and that which he evi-

dently intended to impress upon the miads |

. of s pupils, was, that in London, at least,
the meost tntiing surgical operation can
scareely be resorted to in the case of dravmen
and other beer drinkers without considerable
hazard of losing the patient.  Of course,

where a surgical operation is dangerous, the !

mjury calling for it must be more danzerous
still 5 ~o that every medical man in London
above all things dreads a beer drinker for his
patient in a surgical case.

On the Report of Inquiry into Drunkenness.
From the London Medical and Surgical Journal, con-
ducted by a Commitive of Phynicians an-! Surgeons,
October, 1331,

Thir report is drawn up in a masterly
'style. A discussion on the subject would
appear prima _facie, more appropriate in the
! channels of political record than in a medi-
" cal periodical 5 but we think otherwise. No
- body of men is assuredly so capable of con-
"sidering the subject—none witness the bane-
ful influences of drnking so much as a me-
dical man; he sees it produce daily the
most distressing maladies, mental as weli as
corpereal, the constitution shattered, the
trembling limbs and faltering voice, the
mental imbecility, the ¢+ 1 passions, and
the perversion of every good and moral feel-
ing.  We wimess in this “ Report™” alone
great portion of the human species in a state
of moral degradation, deformed in body as
well as in mind.

From the evidence of Mr. Gall, the Coro-
nee for Westminster, it appears that out of
twenty-five cases of sudden deaths on which
inquests were held, twenty of them were in
a previous state of intoxication.

Dr. Ellis, physician to the Harwell Asy-
lum, examined :— Out of twenty-eight ca-
ses admitted last year that were reperted to
us as having been reeent cases, nineteen
out of those twenty-cight were drunkards.”
“ The heaithh of these incane from drunken-
ness is worse than of those from other caus-
cs.”

Dr. Gordon examined. He etated, ¢ that

the proportion of diseases wlieh was dis-
tinetly referable to ardent spirits was sixty-

five per cent. upon som. thousands.”  The
Doctor believes that the liver is more or lexs
disorgamised 3 every medical man s aware
of the potent agency ot spirituous liquors on
the human constitution.  Our object in pre-

| senting these facts and opintons to the pro-

fession, is not to prove to them an admitted
faet, that stimulants such as undiluted spirits
derange the mucus inenmibrane of the alimen-
tary tube, and consequently the whole ani-
mal cconomy ; hat, it is to enforce their at-
tention to one of the chief, nay we might
say, to the grand source of all human infir-
mitics,

We would recommend every practitioner
te p.ase the report under notice.  They
will see facts arcumulated on facts, evidence
adduced, the most irrefragable, and no less
perhaps astounding of the baneful effects of
spirituous liquors on the human frame.

It makes us shudder in the perusal of this
evidence, and the almost universality of the
power that the practice exercises. Most
avle witnesses have by personal observation
and by rigid inquiry arrived at the same
conclusions, that the varied physicial de
rangement of the body, the multiplied dis-,
tresses of our nature, are in the majority ¢,
cases attributable to dram-drinking, to the
insidiousness of its operation on the vital and
mental functions,

Doctor Gordon states that in every spirit
drinker the liver is more or less disorganised.
Our own experience verifies the conclusion,
“drams” are daily producing structural dis-
ease of ihe liver, or derangement of its
function, and blue pill or black draught are
employed as restoratives.  Thus a poison is
zken at night, and an antidote in the morn-
ing.  The misanthropist may say, leave the
system alone, it will correct self, We af-
firm, never.  Without some legislative en-
actment which shall prohibit the sale of
spirits in toto, orin a great measure, the
svstem will progress to such an extent that
Englishmen will ere long be a species of
dwarf or a nation of human deforrities.—
These are not wild influences or hyperboli-
cal assertions, but the results of obeerva-
tion, inquiry and philosophical instruction.
We wish to expose the fatal error of the
public in regarding articles inimical to health
and happiness as luxuries, and to prohibit
which in their estimation, would be depriv-
ing them of their boasied liberty.

As philanthrophists in our profession, we
urge to cry aloud against the system, and
denounce it in pablic and deny it in private.
We wish the Temperance Societies were
under the direction of the Legislature and
extensively instituted ; they bave already
done good in many parts of England, but in
America their effect has been incalculable.



