
THE, PRACTICAL B3EE-KFFPER..

ferment in beer would it flot be equally
powcerful ttu dcstroy te germis of foui
brood ?"

And in effect, aupractical
sxpiculturists dlaim that it i3 the best;
reancdy for the prevention and cure of itis
terrible disease of the brood chaanber.
The SeiezrseBienenzeitung grives
many experiments whichi have been
successtul. Hereis how thev wiernt to
work.

The becs of a, diseased hive -were
crowded together as inuch as possible on
afew cornbs; ail te othiex coxnbs were
placed to one side. InLo an emipty comb
froinu a certain height, a thin, stream, 100
graimmes of formie acid of a strengthi of
20 per cent, avas permnitted to fiali, and
the comb placcd immediatcly in tlecmidst
of the infccted colonr. If the weathier
is fille and pe.rmiits the bees to fly, iu
eiglit days ail the tainted brood will be
evacuated,thc gells will be clenned, and
ail bad odor wili have disappeared.
Rarely is it necessary to repeat the
operation. For the protection of the
othier hives, it wvill be Welly to place in
tltem a smallFflask of th 'e acid, lightly
corked xith.a little cotton. To hasten
thie 'cure'this remecdy xnay lie placed in
the foz3d of the becs in the proportion
of a Leaspoonful to the'itre (21 pints
w%%ine meastre) Three membérs ofour
Socecty in whose apiaries. fou] brood
h:ld made its appearance have used
this rernedy with success. At our
visits we have found much brood iu a
state of complote putrefaction, but in a
few days these colonies were nauch
botter, and they have laen able to
place them, in winter quarters stro'g,
and heaitby-

From te above; wv are truly le to
believe. that the becs mot ouiv rccog-
ilize thieg'ravity of this terr'ble malady,
but also kcnow thec remMyiî for iLs cure.
Lichtenthiaeler says ou this subject;
"No one eau de.uy thiat the germs of
foui brond arp founid eve.rvwhpie.

gemerally ý1le one thibng lacking- iiï a.
favorable plajce to develop. Hleat and
daxnpress are necessary for *this.;. bur,
these conditions are lound in the bruod
chamber, ouJi' the becs render ularni
harmless by rneaiss of forrule acid. . A.
cornb brood, witlx its nurses placed lu a
room hieated to 35' -will, certainly be-
corne foui broody? lu ordler t disinfect
the air whieh enters w-lien a ll'tx is
opened the becs inmediately throw out
their venom iii sucli larg-e quantity.

We haveý alreïady said that hoaaey
owes its qualities in a g-rear degrc to
the formnic acid, and Nwe are, led ta
inquire liow it is introduced tîxer..

Is it contamled iu the nectar of
flowers, does the stored tioney absorb
it froui t1ie air of the hivc, or dcies it
corne from the stiug- of te bee. Dr.
Mualleuhop explaiPlb it l thit- follawin.g
inanner; "'wheii a cell is filled the bee
throws into it a tinyv drop of the venom,
and afterwVardq the cell is hermetically
sealed with wvax to hinder the evapara-
tion of lhe, honcy.

This theo-v was Tact accepted b>-
Schoeufeld who engaged our comn-
patriote *M De Planta to furaish
scieutific and irrefutable proof that the
acid contained in honcy could corne
oully from the blood of the bee. In
Seve.ral articles ii the Schiveizerische
Bienenzeitung the ilidefitigable re-
searcher, to w'hi'n apiculture airetady
3wos so-iïach, reflues t (à opinion of
4. Mulleuhiof by proving- thaý-t 100
grainmes of sealed. hioney contains
0186 grammnes of formie acid of a
strength of -<f.One Iiiiudred grain-
mesare the couL'. is of 165 ivoriz cciIP.
But the Ieast .littie 1dr1OP of reinm
wvould contain 0:54 graines of formie
acid, ivhich wvonld nank1e. for Mil) ca'lis
4. 1910 grammes thiat is to -sav 200 times
more. than there is in re.nhity. Surb a
quaiitity of acid lu honey would re.nder
it absoiutelyv ulifitfor eating.

'N, De Planta proved uext th it the


