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A iiow denomnation springing up at any time wvould *scarcely expect tûe o-
cape the consorious romarks of ofllcious individuals. In particular, the Relief
Chiurch, fromn its hiaving collcctcd large congregations, and drawvn ministor.,
from various denominations, was tho occasion 0? exciting the hostile jealou.s
of'tho difféerent bodies of profossirig Christians around them. Tho tongue of
caluinny 'was Soon busy in its strictures on tho charactor and actinga of tlii~.
now Synod. IBoth worldly mon and professing Christians, ivithout seekingï-
prop or information, were hmsty in oxpressing tlîeirjudg"ment. The adhierent's
of tie Establishment and of ].iasenting denominationa, fromi differexît causes,
%verejealous of tlîis new movement. Many ia tho laity of tho Ez.,ablislinient
feit their prido hurt ly seoing thoir ranks thinned, and a denomination forin-
ed by w-hidi. the corruptions of thoir Cliurch wero practically condemned, anid
the people exercising thoir right to chooso ministors for thcmnsclvcs. The
mninistera of tho Establishmient were diffeèrently affected, according to, the vicivs
they held. S3ome of the ovangelical party rejoiced thiat Providence thus open-
ed a w-ay for counteracting tho injurious influence of Patronage. Othors were
nmortified by seeing the new d'enomination, like the othors that had precedeod
it, growing in popuiarity and influence; whilat somo affected to, bo altogether
indifforent about the inatter. In illustration of this last feeling, the folleNiig
anecdote may bo told. When the :Relief congregation of ono of the -villages il,,
the west of Scotland w-as formod and thoir churcli built, the people rosorted ii
a body to it, and noue secnied to bo procoeding to tho Parislh Chiurch. Tl'1 1

Parish ministor's inanse w-as situated so that observations could ho talkcn as
to the strength of the parties. His fomale servant w-as greatly distressed at
the proceedingý,s, and going to, her master, said despairingîf,- Oh! Sir, the
poople are ail going to the Relief Chiurchi V" The minister coolly ropliod,-
"Janet, do you sec any of the atipond going in that direction ?"'

Sorious persona, bolonging to, different dissenting denominations, chargedl
the Relief with boing lax in thecir admissions, wvith tho neg(,loot of discipline,
and with opposition to the principles of the Reforniation.

Thus from ail quarters theo Relief Chiurch met at first -with opposition.-
"The Establishment," says Dr. Strutiters. "'began the party w-arfaîei- by In
tercommuning those mînisters and preachers w-hio joined the Relief. Next
the Rev. Mr. McMillan, Saudhills, of tho Reformced Presbytory, attackod theîîî
from the Press-' for thieir mixed communion w-Ulî tho Establishei Ohùrchi,-
for thoir relieving the consciences of mon fromi tho yoke of the sacrcd nation al
moral voN-s and covenants,-and from. the strictness of truc Preshyterian <lis-
cipline and governmûent,-and for tiiese latitudinarian unscriptural terins of
communion, foundod on a blind supposition of men's goodness.' The cry Le-

ngonce raised, it n-as speedily takea up by otliers. Con-an of Colingsbîîr-li
havýing factioned n-ith Bonnet, tho Antiburghcer minister of Cupar, thle w-ar
between the Secession and Relief spoedily began. The kindling of the first
atran- w-as aufficient. Pamphlet followed u pon pamphlet, ahly and acrinioai-
ously w-ritten, in n-hidi the founders of tlue Relief w-ere openly accused cf
sohiani, for hiaving left tho Establishment n-ithout protesting against its defcc-
tions,-still holding communion w-ith it,-issuing no testimony for tlic truth-
throwing open tufs communion to ail visible sain ts,-niaking a distinction Lec-
tn-ecn "Iessentials'l and " non-esscntials,"-broaking, don-n the hodgo of Pros-
byterian Church government, by denying tho binding obligation of the Na-
tional covenant and solenin lcague,-introducing a boundîcas toleration, aiîd
setting up a Ohurch on thic ruina of the grand distinguiahing principles of tiie
Reformation.' Ia somo quartera they w-cre further accused of preachiný legs,«!
doctrine, and w-ith not heing sufficiently attentive to the exercise cf discipline.

2.ccusations like these bave been brought againet every new denominatima
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