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Phonography,

From the Ontario Times, (\Vhitby,)

Jomae twonty-five years ngo a thin, sharp feat-
ured young man-a school teacher by profession !
and a Mothodist local proacher—was studying!
with much earnestuesa tho speiling aund pronun-!
ciation of the English laaguage, in Bath, England.!
$lercad through soveral times, and committed to!
memory the then standard Dictionary of *he Eng-'
lish langurge—that of WarLksr. Rising early!
und studying closely, Isaac Prraax attmned a
degreo of perfoction in the knowledgo of his na-
tive tongue, seldom if ever, acquired by any other
individual. - Having resource to writing over tho
words, in order to impress thoir spelling and
meaning upon his memory moro perfecily, ho was
struck with the remarkablo clumasiness of tho
chavacters by which he oxpressed the wordsupon
paper, and the geeat lensth of timo and amount
of labor he was required to spend in copyring over
a pagoe of the Dictionnry. 1lis attention was also
arreated by the strango inconsistency apparent in
the spelling of diffsreat words of precisely simi-
Iar sounads—for instanco tire long sound of O in
ear, pour, thoulh, beau, throw, sewr, door, foe, ctc.
Nor was thisatl. He found that the samo lottor
was o'ten sounded soveral difforent ways, as O
in womon, woman, glove, hap, do, ode, otc.  Wisz-
1y judging that such a state of things would ad-
mit of improvement, Isaac PiTaay set humself to
work to invoni a system of writing which should
be, simple, brief, legible, and based upon correct
principles—in fact, that should represent the Eng-
lish language on paper precisely as spoken, and
justas rapidly asitisspoken. Aflor meny montbs
of uanremitting toil, nnd deop investigation, he
presented the world with what he tormed ¢ Sten-
ographic Sound Hand,” in the form of a Peppy
shoet. Such was the demand-for this mero
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! ciart of the solar eclipe of next March, projected -
by that machine.

Truo to thalr instincis of being unlike all the
world, thoWalthum people, fostigated by Thomay
Ranney, and oncouraged by F. M, Stone, Esq.,
of thoir School Committee, introduced, some six
ycars sinco, books printed in phonetic type into
their publio schools, and such booksa have been
used in thoso schools to the present bour. Tho
cxperiment was also geeatly favored by Oyrus
Pelree,who is known and henared among all per-
sons interested in cducation as fathor Poirce.

Six years' uso of tho system in all tho public
schools of a town contaning nine hundred child-
ren botween the ages of five and fifteen, is tho best
test that hos yet been made of the practicability
of using phonetio printas an introduction to com-
mon print, and wo thought it might bo worth
whilo to give tho renders of tho Tribune o falc
statement of tho results of that oxporiment,

It has proved both a fuilure and succes?. Many
parents have opposed it bitteriy, and many teach.
a5 have used it inefliciently. Some of the Oatliol-
ics have denounced 1t asa picco of Protestant Jes.
uitism to smugglo horesy into theiz children’s
minds, vei'ed by thesounknown lews: 8. Some of
the conservative*Protestants have de wounced it as
a radical mensure, smelling of ultraism. Undor
such cicumstances, and cspecially in tho lack of
teachers who selzed and appreciated the peculiar
spirit of the raethod, the phonotype has certainly
failed in Waltham to teach children in so.brief o
tiwie as it3 friends hoped, to read common print
well. A teacher in lovo with the scheme can un-
doubtedly perform wonders witl it; but tho or-
dinary teachers employed in the public schools
will not do so much. Mevertholess, there is a
marked enving of time from. using, phonotypy,
even as taught by ordinary teachers. Tho schols
arship of tho children in_Walthara has greatly

oconomiso time, and preservo to the Individusl
and to iho world *thoughls that breatho and
words that burn,” that could not be gecured by
the ordinary wethod.

Phounography is & young aclence—-onlﬁ Jjustout
of 113 teens, yet it presonts claims upon the friends
of cdueation, and the parents of our you.h, nover
urged in bebalf <f any branch of cducation atso
carly o poriod i its history, It is now taught in
alargo numbor of the High Schools and Colleges
of tho United States, and is rapidly finding its way
into the Common Schools, in somo of which it
hiag been taught for soveral years,

In Cauada, its progress has heretoforo been
principally confinod to o fow of the Colleges and
Schools, where it has- mostly been taughtin a
subordinate way, not having yet * son formally
recogmzed by tl:o Council of Pubtic Instruction
ny o bracch of education. Private classes for its
acquirgment, too, aro formed by adepts in the
Art, overy winter season, ir mostof our principal
cities and towns; but the majority of those who
learn Phonography, do so of themselves, fiou
books adapted to solf-nstruction.  Of these there
are sovernl—the best work being Benn  Pitman’s
Manual, which contains all thit can well bo im-
parted by a teacher. An hour’s applicativn will
render any youth, of ordinary intelligence,
acquainted with its principles, and a fow months
daily practice, in reading and weiting is all that
is necessary to give ease and fluenoy in its prac-
tical execution.

But we must draw these remarks to a close
lest we 1ntrude upan the provincs of the *f Puo-

shich bas just been commenced by Mr. Ong, ot
Oshatwa, with the object of causing the merits of
Phouctic Science to be more universally appre-
ciated, and bringing about its carly adoption into
our Grammar and Common Schools as a branch

improved, while thohonrewf teaclilug hnvebedwr

of study)—n copy of the firstsaumber of whick {impros
diminished, The use of pbonotypy has not sav..

3lpaabot, that in 1840 bo ventured, to publisk a wo have tte pleasure, this week, of sending to

book on the subject, and by consultation with

cach of our subscribers. We wish the ** Cavadiav

ed two years timo as was expected, butit has

Mossrs. Bagster & Sons, the Polyglot publishers
in Paternoster Row, the new system was entitled
* ProNoaraeny,” from two Greek words signify-
fng sound and writing; or, in plain English,
‘Lwriting according to' sound.”

Phonograpby, from,that time, becameo an.estab-~
lished Art, although several improvements have
been madoe in it since the issue of its first draft,
Ono bundred and fifty thousand copies of the or-
wginal * Manual,” with correcuions from time to
ume, heve besn issued, and abaat seventy-five
thousand instruction books, of & similar charac-
ter, havo been publshed in America. Of a smaller
book niso, called tho ** Phoaographic Teacher,’
Isasc Pitman has issued two hundred thonsand
copies.

Pnono;raphy may now-be sawd to have a hter-
aturo of its own. Although it never can take
the place of the common print, for newspapers or
books, yot, for the convenience of students, and
reyulting from the demand for acquiring the Art,
cight or ten monthly magazines, the New Testa-

ment, the Buok of Psalms, the History of Short-.nses are

hand, the Reporters Companion, the Reporter's
Reading-book, tho Book of Manners, Bart's Or-
thogeraphy, the Tencher, the Phonograpbic Reader,
and a dozen or more smaller works aro now
printod in tho phonographic charactess, from en-
graved plates,

Aund yot, great as are the bencfts conferred)
apon the thinking and writing world—many a
man, and woman too, as this Art hasbeen the
means of litting to power, fumo and wealth, it is
protecicd by no patentor copy right. The author
has given it as a boon to tho world, and all are
freely invited to avail themselves of its advanta-
ges. MHundreds of thousands have done so, and
all, without exception, unite in praise’of tho Art,

saved gix months or a year in cach child*s-lite.

In other respects it has proved a complete suc-
cess. It improves the spelling of the pupils.— .
We are not joking. We do not mean that it
teachea the child to write wright rile, but by call-
ing his attention forcibly to the oddness of our
so-called orthograpby, it fixes tho strange com-
bioations of letters in his memory. It imnproves
the rexding of the pupils. Reading is earlier a
pleasurg, and therefore more likely to be natural.
It particularly improves the pronunciation, tak.
ing the brogue out of the Isish boy and the twang
out of tke Yankee. Gointo the Walthamschools,
and listen to & class of rcaders, and you can at
onco tell, by the proncuncing of morning or
mawaing, how or haoo, first or fust, which child-
ren have been long in Waltbam schools, and
which entered at an advanced age from other
towns. The phonetic drill alac developes the
strength of voice and lungs in a valuable man-
ner, ag it requires o strong cffort to utter the
whispered consonan's forcibly Various other
advantages are perceived, following tbe pupil
through all his course. There i3 a tendorcy in
this analysis of sounds to lead to habits of accu-
racy and of attention to detai], babits which are

Phonetic Pioncer” every success, and trust that,
ero long, we may bave the pleasuro of witnessing
its mission's fulfillmont,

From the New York Tribuue,

Tearning toRead by Phonotypy.

The town of Waltham, Mass., recently made
prominent in the eyes of the nation as tho resid-
ence of tho Hon. N. I'. Banks, the Governor elect
of Massachusetts, is rema:kable for other reasons
It was the seatof the first cotton manufactory in
America, o estal’.shment still in ful! operation.
On the opposite side of the Charles river was
erected one of the first, if not the first, oil of vit-
riol factories in the country, which now turns out
nine millions of.pounds of vitriol per annum. A
tutle further up the river, also on the south side,
stands the only watch factory in the world where
first quality Swiss watches and English watch
wauo by a twelve hoise power steam
engine. On the othor side of the river recently
stood the Beazole Factory, in which Luther At-
wood n:ade tho best benzole in the world. Black-
board Crayons, free from grit and from gluten,
wore invented in Waltham by Dr. Ficld, and arejusually sadly wanting in our country.
mado nowheio else.  Messrs Paters & Moore, and; Oan tho whole, thcrcforc‘ YWaltham peoplo are
T. A. Powell & Co, now mancfacturo them fur,dotermined to continuc this experiment of pho-
all parts of the Union. Augnother mechanic of that, netic teaching still further. They felt particular-
town, Mc A. L. Jewell, rivals the Berlin foundersjly oncouragc§ so to do when, & few montls ago,
in iron work, and is, moreover, the only person,the Hon, N. P. Banks, at tho public examination
in tho world who p.anufactures ready-polished|of the Grammar School, said he had never seen
currier steels that can be uged without repolish- {anywhere, or atany time, & schonl in 80 good a
ing and re-tempering. Still another unique point | condition, and capecinlly aschool in which there
in Waltham is, that it possesses the only machine;was go full, clear, masly and correct enunciation.
in tho world that will calculato a solar eclipse.; In the Gramma and High Schools ths chilaren
the Smithsonian Institnte sre now printing zlare also instructed in tho ptonetic shorthand, of .

ag ong which is calculated to assist edueation,



