.
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Of all the illustious names in onr literature, there
is, wso, not one who is so free from the national
tamt of anti-Catholic prejudice as Shalkespeare,—
Ifhe writes for a moment as a Protestane, or to the
disparagement cf religion and virtue, it is but fora
mowment only; fur the whole current of histhoughts
is noble, pure, religious and Catholic ; and what-
socver is immoral, grovelling, earthly or puritamcal,
is but accidental and a superficial adjunct. 'Though
liviag under Elizabeth, and vriting on all kinds of
historical and forcign subjects in which it wonld
hzve been easy to pay court to the dominant anti-
Catholic spirit of the day, he secems uncounscious of
the very existcuce of Protestantism as a religious
theory or us a power competent to guide the con-
scicnces of honest, and true hearted and unaffected
men,

Cordially, therefore, we sympathise with all that
is doing to preserve his house from ruin, and anti-
cipate from it a growing sensc of the shallowness
and hypocrisy of those who denounce the v'hole]
Catholic system of the venecration of relics. Such
movements in the public mind tend to do away
with a host of prejudices, and prepare it to admit
the same principles of conduet when applied to the
purpeses of religion. Men who begin witha pil-
grimage to Stratford, may cnd with a pilgrimage to
Loretto ; or at any rate, they will be little disposed,
if they are a people of any degree of fairness and
candour, to join in the foolish, unmeaning tirades
against Catholic superstition, which go far to keep
alive the spirit of hostility to the true Faith still
far too prevalent with high and low amongst us.

General Intelligence.

[From Correspondence of the N. Y. Freeman’s
Journal :}

Sir—I amable to redeem the promise I made
of sending you somc more items of Roman news,
selected from letters written in the Eternal City.

It is generally known that Monsignor Brunelli,
formerly Secretary of the S Congregation De Pro-
paganda Fide, is now in Madrid as the Nuncio
Extraordinary to the Court of Spain.  He retains
the title of Secretary of the Propoganda, but his of-
fice is filled in Rome by Monsignor Barnabo Silor-
ata, appointed Pro-Sccretary by the Holy Father.
All communications addressed to the Congregation
should be directed to Mousignor Barnabo or to the
Cardiual Prefect, Franzoni.

Cardinal Micara left 18,000 dollars to the Con-
gregation. . :

Rev. Patk. Madden, of the diocese of Kingston,
astudent of the College of Propaganda, was ordain-
ed dPriest in the Church of the Institution on the
Ist’of August. He is now on his way home, hav-

ing left Rom. on the 20th of the same mbnth,
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Dr Newman, and Mr. S(. John, were ordained on
Trinity Sunday, and said their first Mass the day of
Corpus Christi. They have already donned the
honored garb of St Phillip Neri, and taken posses-
sion of the ancient Convent of Santa Croce in Ge-
rusalemme, with seven companions. They will
return to England after finishing the Noviciate in
Rome. Theiraimis to cstablish a branch of the
Phillipines adapted to the English Mission. May
Heaven crown theic undertaking with its blessinygs,
and Oxford yicld many new souns to St Phillip.

The mission of Father Ryllo to Central Africa,
has finally assumed a more definite form. The
Bishop of Mauricaster, Monsignor Casolani, with
whom the idea of such an enterprise originated, will
stop for the present inthe last city bordering on
the desert upon the frontiers of Egypt, while F.
Ryllo and his two companions, Rev. Augello Vinco
and Rev. Ignatins Knoblecher, will push boldly on
to those countries of the interior which have so long
remained unvisited by a Catholic Priest. They
will thus have a resting place point between their
mission and Rome. T'he region ot the new Vicari- .
ate begins where the Abyssinian PrefectuzeApostolic
termiuates, so that the first country subject to it is
Nubia, The three gentlemen last named departed
from Alexandria for the interior on the 21st day of
July. It isa mission of discovery for the present,
encouraged by reports from different sources of the
nations in the interior towards Christianity.—
These reports were coniirmed by all the Missiona-
ries of the coast who were consulted, and by mer-
chants from the nations themselves. A more reso-
lute little band of explorers than the three whose
names are mentioned above, could not easily be
found. 1'hey are prepared for tho undetaking by
having learned different languages, especially the
Arabic, in which they are all three proficient, by
acquiring some knowledge of medicine, purchasing
instruments for taking observations, making charts,
&ec., and their character is such as to leave nodoubt
that they will either succeed or perish in the under-
taking. May the wnter asa personal friend of
those missionaries earnestly request the faithful of
this conntry to aid them by their prayers? Their
self-devotion in so noble a cause woul do honor to
the earliest ages of the Chureh. J. C.

UNITED STATES.

ALpaxy. ~On Sunday last, the Rt. Rev John
McClosky, late Coadjutor of the Bishop of New
York, took possession of hisnevly erected see, aqd
for the first time celebrated Pontifical High Mass in
St. Mary’s which henceforth is to be the Cathedral.
The Rt. Rev. Dr. Hughes delivered on the occa-
sion a discourse such as few who heard it, had
heard the like before. .

Trov.—On the afternoon of the same day, Bish-




