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chap, who thotight miore, and1 said less than any other
of his comlions, taken advantage of a ],Ill in tie
chioruis of approv'al iliat followved tîpon Chiarlie 1-.1ls
uitie specCh, 1<> Sa> that lie liati a plan to Iprops-C

Instantly the othcrs wverc ail attention, for Sydney
ilever spoke withotit having sonîicthiing o sa>'. 1lis idea
in a feiw words wvas this to lnîy a mniature satchel,
and in order ta ilake belïce'c il %vas full of niancy>, to
drap into it a fev nice fat iiice front thc harîî.

"Ves," said 'l'onîîniy Stubb)s, "'Oh! >*cs, M ot ler Grwîîps
hiates niice like po(isoni. Shc'll screani hierself inito a fit."

A hearty round of applatise greeted il1w unfoldrng of
Sydney's brtilliant i)rsai)l. 'l'hie sc'heille %vas adopited
tinaniniotusly, and a coniinittce, on whiich Charlie 11.la1
wvas lîlaceci iii order t onsl inii for the rejection of
hiis plan, lias at once strîîck for Ilhe carrying ouît of
the eniterlirise.

I'here %vas noa (lificuiliv aliotît this. 'l'lie mnatcrial for
the satchel îvas îlot liard to find. and il %vas agreed
that the iie shanild bc kepî 111)00 starl'aîioli Ïllov-
ance for a <la>' eforchand. Sydney underlook to
catch and starve the inice. 'lhe other boys were ta
get the satelc. Nobody' was ta breathe a word of
the pranik. 'Ilhe boys fotind it liard Io kepl ho grand

scret al] to theinselx'es ; buIt s<iilihaw or other they
nîanaged to (10 it, and St. Va.leiîtiiîe's l)ay dIrewv liar
wîithotit the sliglitest init of whlat tlîe liad iii nind
getting beyond their own cirele.

Up ta Fcbruary it hiad cein qtîitC ant ordinary winter
in) Ilterile, lbut %Viti) the Iir't of I lle inlontil beýganl a
series of snawstaris that threatencd to inake the roads
impassible. 'l'lie i 2th %vas mîarkced b>' a wild gale tliat
driftCd the snow against tlle blotses in litige batiks of
wuhite. whicil kepi thc Iliîerv'ale folks butsv '1 allneNt day
ini naking pathsý throtighi tlieni. But St. \'alcitenîùe'
1E1ve 'vas as fille as hieart could wvishi, a clear briglit wiiîîer
nlighî, just col(l enlougI 10 lie bracing.

Soon after supper the boys gatlîercd at their ap-
poinîed rcn<leivotis. and liavin- first of aIl wllette(l
their alil)titces for nîk'shief b>' leàaving santie of the reg.
tîlatiotinitnvre" at différent doors, l'inally abot
ine o>clock proeeded 1<> carry out1 Ilci r desîgîi 111)01
poor 01(1 Mrs. Scddn. -. iioil the ajiproaclied
the hiotise, Sydney Lewis wvitii careftil pride, l)caring
uinder bis left ami tlle parcel tliat coiitained thc ctiri>uis
Valentine that wvas ta 1w <lelivercd.

Hlello" 1w : iee<claiîîied iii a toile of surpîrise, as
they turiicd off froni the Siwak "1 guess Moî1hcr
Gruinîps lias îîot been out to-dav, tlîerc's no< patli niade
ta lier tloor.'

"'l'lie aid la(I>'s been t00 lazy to clear onle," sIMg.
gcsted Chiarlie Hll. -' Wc'd better tranmp anc for lier
while we'rc abotît il.'

''lhrouig the deep whiite drifts thev Miade thecir îva>
only ta find the front door bîiricd iiearly ta the toi)
and nio. a sîgni of lighit or life ablitt the cottage.

Th'iis (lisCOVeTy miade tlbeii liesitate, and lîold a
whispercd consuiltation, the restilt of which 'vas that
Sydney Lewis voltintccred ta go aroind ta the back of
tlue cottage and rcconnoitrc hefore anytiîing furtiier 'vas
donc. Cliarlie Hall accaîîpartied him. 'l'lie :now lay
dcl) and tiiîdistturbed iii the yard, but 111e>' plotighced
tlîrougi it and on comîiîîg ino vicw of the kitchen
witidov werc rcwardcd b>' sccing a lighit behind it.

Ahl ! lia! " wlîispered Sydncy ", Motiier Grurnps is in
lier kitclîcti. Le's tryanid îiep iil witliout, geîîig caught"

As silently as two I)antilcrs the bîoys crcpt up ta the
window îvhiclî lappcnced ta hiave no liiid, anîd hiolding
his breaîiî Sydney gave a quick glance juto the roorn.

H-e started liack at once. Miecn iookced a'ncry-
iîîg under lus brcath ; "Sec, Cliarlie. Wlîat cati bc
the matter %vith lier ?"

Charlie puît bis face ta the winîduw. Wliîat tic boys
sa'v wà's tlîis. A sniall lanîp I)Irnic( on tlie tabile,
andi beside il la>' an openî Bile. Ant eznpty rocking
chair stood liear the table, anîd au1 he floor bctwccn it
and tlîe windowî wvas a dark licap that coîîld lie iîothing
cIse îlîauî the bîody of M\rs. Scaddilîg. Wiletlîcr sile
%IaS allive or <leac the lx)vs coîuld inot tell.

-Let 's sot:" exclaîîîîed Cliarlie Hll, graspimig
Sydîîey's arîîî îervouîsly. " Slie îîîay lic dead."

Buit ilistead of " scootiuîg " Sydnîey puît downVl Iie
biox and( miadle a iîov'e towar(ls tlle (bar.

'Wlat are pli going Ia do0 Syd "?asked bis comn-
paniali iii a stirl)rise(l toile.

, I *1ni goiiig iii ho sec wvliat's the illatter ivithlîier "
aniswcered Sydnîey qîiietly.

Oh ! doit t -coule aNway" .. trged Cliarlie. niov'ing off.
No -- Iîigoing iii- -I )on't be a goose, corne aloîîg

and< the latcli of tlîe door clicked as lie î)ressed it open.
Ver>' reltictaîîîly Cliarlie oheyed, and< 111e> stoo(I l>C5i(e

tlic l)r(stratc fori. 'Mrs. Scaddmîg îî'as lying t11)01 lier
face on uhe bard floor. Bleninig doivi S>'dncy lified
lier iiead teiilderl>' ; " Slîe's nal dead " lic said " ouily
iii a faiîît. lZiiii aîîd tell nîy îîoîlicr ta coile quick.
l'il stay liere tlI voit get iîaek."

Off <lartc<l Cliarlie like aut arrow frontî a bow~. )aslî-
inig pas thie astailislie(l boy>s Nvaitimi" aI tlîe fronît lie
shlited ta îlîciii

"Catî't stop) ta tell v'oit. Cornte aloîg " and ruslîcd
on, foilowcd liy the wýlîole part>'. 1lc did îîot pause
trntil lc reaclîed M\rs. L.ewis' bouse. anîd rapped )ooud]y
on tue door. l>aîtiîîg- outI lis mîessage ta 'Mrs. Lewis,
lier kiud lîcart wvas <1uick ta res;moîd, aîid iii a v'er>' few
nminutes wîith a basket on licr arm aîîd eseorîcd by lier
isbaiid, slîe followed Cliarlie brick ta thîe cottage, wlîcrc

Sydnecy "'as foiid stili s1i))portiu Mrs. Scadditîg's lîead
iii lis lai), for lie wîas iaI stroîîg cuîotuglî ta lift lier ta tue
sofa îîcar 1w. tUi<ler Mrs. Lewîis' dirctions tic fire,
Nvliiclî lîad galie out, was (1ttIiekl> rekiudi cd, anI sortie
water lieate(. Ili the liasket îu'ere restoratives, moi
wîvie. 'l'lie poor little lielpuless forîîî was geuîîly placcd
tipoî the sofa b>' Mr. Lewvis' strotig liands, aîîd liefore
long the closed eyes oîîeîîed, and( w'ith a gasp aîid
limoan Mrs. Scaddiîig crimîe ta lierseif.

Mt first t00 bcwildeicd to spcak, site preseil fouîîd
lier voice. and< îlîeu e.\plainie(i tlîat site liad lîcci féei'
inig v'cry e'ak, -and iniseralule for sc"eral days so tlîat
sitc wi's uiiale ta v'enture ouît of doors te jîroctîre tic
neccssaries of life. Ili fac sie had been acîtually
sîarv'iiig, anîd no0 oîe knewv of lier neetl. Whlilc sittiîîg
readiîig lier Bible for conifort, site iiîîst hiave falleîî
froîîî lier chair iii a fiiît, antd, as Mr. Lewis said, but
for the lirao'i(eutial appearaîicc of the boys wvotld un-
dotubtcdly hiave died before niorniiig. 0f course thîe
b)oys lid ta eN\piain lîo%' tlîey camle ta be ou liaîid, but
their iiiteni(ed îiiscluicf wîas rcaddy forgivcîî, seeing liaîî
fortuînately lîlatters liad ttirlie( out.

U Ider M ri. J.cwis' friendly. care, Mrs. Scaddiuîg soi
regaiuîed lier strciîgtl, anîd lîeiîg too sensible a wvoiiaii
not ta feel liroperl>' grateftil ta tlîe boys for liaving
been tlîe îiicaîîs of sav'iîî lier life, so eîîtirely
cîauîgcd iii lier bcariîig toNvard îlîenî tlîat the aId
tile cenuelles anid torîîîiitors liecarne fricnds and
benefactors, doiuig lier uîîaîy a good tîîrîî hy way of
showîing tlieir aplîreciation of lier altcrcd deinanor
toîvards thciui.

No oîîe î%'as liciter p]eascd tlia Sydnîey Lewc~is at the
uîiIookecd for change in tlîe progranmmie of tlîat St.
Vahentine's 1-Eve. He mîentit iîîisciîief, but lie did gaod,
and lue feit profouindly glad tliat such had iîecn tue
resuit, at»tiîe saine tiine nîakiuîg a pledge with hirn-
self tlîat lie wvould îlîink twice before undertaking
anything of the kind again.


