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The Commercial certainly enjoys a very much
larger circulation among the business community
of the country between Lake Superior and the
Pacific Coast, than any other vaper in Canada,
daily or weekly. By a thorough system of per-
sonal solicitation, carried out annually, this jour-
nal has been placed upon the desks of the great
majority of business men in the vast district des-
ignated above, and including northiest Ont-
ario, the provinces of Maniloba and DBritwn
Columbia, and the (erritories of Assiniboia
Alberta and Saskatchewan. The Commercial
also reaches the leading wholesale, commission,
manufacturing and financial houses of Eastern
Canada.
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The Great Lake Channelg.

The Evening News says: * The improvement
of the pavigable channels of the great lakes,
now authorized by Coogress, involves the ex-
pendituaca of $3 340,000, \Work must commence
by May 15, 1893, and it must be finished in
three workiug seasons. Tho various projects
include the cutting of chaonels 21 feet deep
and 300 to 050 feet hottom width, through vari-
ous ahoals in the St. Mary’s river, Mich.,
through small shoals at the foot of Lake Huron,
and the improvement of the St. (lair flats,
The total estimated excavation is about 2,400,
000 cubic yards.

Silver.

The action of the silver market has repre-
sented a dicappearance of the expectations
created by the irussels conference, and a
geaoral appreciation of the uselessness of look-
ing for results from that soarce. Indications of
an increasing agitation for the rep al of the
gilver purchate ast aud the introduction of
measures for that purpo in Coagress have al.
so had an unfavorable effect. As a result of
theso irfluences a speculative liquidation took
place in the London market in rupeo gnpor and
other silver values which had been bought in
expectation of favorabls action at Bruasels. Bar
silver in London declined from 393d per ounce
to 33§d, while in New York tho commercial
quotations Zell from 853¢ to 834¢, the movement
being attended by a corresponding drop in sil
ver bullion certificates from §33c to 823c. 1he
fsll was attended by pretty liberal foreign pur-
chases, and by the ehipment duriog the week
of atout $00.000 ounces of bars and some large
consigauments of Mexican dollars, It would al-
80 gcem that a short interest had been created
in silver, as the borrowing demand for bullion
certificates became quite active, the small
amount of theso obligations now outstanding

being, howover, sufficient to explain the mat.
ter. A decreaso of apprehonsion in the London
markot in regard to the effects of failuro to take
action at Bruassels, nlso contributdad to the stea-
dier influcoces which appeared at the close of
the week.—DBradstreet, Dec 10,

The World's Anﬁual {oal Output.

The coal pit is not inoxhaustible. The bot-
tom may not bo in sight, nor its future cleaning
up bo of any immediste concern, but its cvent-
uality is none the less a predetermined fact.
It may or it may not be of any appreciable con-
cern when ite last coatribution to human sor-
vico is dumped in a coal bin, a8 iu the unseon

process of its maunufscture aud storage it has
evidonced a creative design, in which the pro-
vision of fuel for man’s use was not limited to
an exhaustite artiole,. The formation of fuel
was not arrested when anthracite and bitum.
inous ccal became a mineral fact por was the
process of formulation stopped when what is
known ag the creative week had its Saturday
night. This may qualify, but it does not
ml:.nul the fact of a limit to future coal sup-
ies,

P The world’s annual output of coal has, it is
estimated, reached a total of 485,000,000 tons,
and the countries contributing to that enormovs
total were as follows, together with tho amounts
they praduced in 1890 : Great Britaio and Ire-
land, 128,000,000 tons; America, United States
(estimated for 1891), 141,000,000 tous ; Ger-.
many, 90,000,000 tons; Fraace, 28,000,000 tons;
Belgium, 20,000,000 toos; Austria, 9,000,000
tous; Russia (1888), 6,000,000 tons; others, 9,-
000,000 tons.

During the last twenty years thero has been
a marked increuse in tho consumption of coal,
which was, no doabt, commensurato with in.
creased industrial activity.  Thus, comparing
European countries alono, the average annual
output for the peried of 1881 90 was upward
of 62,000,000 tons greater than duriug the
provious decade, and that rate of increase
bade fair to bo maintained, so that the
world’s consumption of coal would soon reach
500,0000,000 tous per annum, if it had not al.
rcady done zo.

In an investigation made by a royal commis-
sioner as to the ascertainable sources of coal in
Great Britain it was ascertained that not more
than 146,773,000,000 tons were available at
depths not exceeding 4,000 feet from the ser-
vice, a reserve which, at the present state of
increase of population, and of co\) consumption,
would be practically ¢cxhansted in less than 300

cars,

The law of limit in this, as in all other min-
eral products is, of course, without exception.
It is simply a difference in tonnage. Industrial
activity, to which under present conditions the
use of coal isindispensable forsteam ard power
purposes, is not only multiplying the demands
of consumption, but has & wideniog area of use,
to which the map of the two hemispheres is the
only limit.

We caonot add a pound of coal to nature’s
deposit or build an addition to the planotary
cellar, but it is possible to economiza & product
in the use of which civilization has been iguaor-
antly wastoful.—dge of Steel.

— .

Returns received at Washington by Mr.
Mason, commissioner of internal revenue, show
that the United States beot sugar factorics bave
closed up for tho season. There are but six
factories that make beet sugar und these show
an increared production this year over last
year of moro than 100 per cent, The figures
are: 1891, 12,604,838 pounds; 1892, 25,262,000
pounds, divided by states as followa: Utah,
1892, 1.473 500; 1891, 1,093,900; California,
1892, 20 000.000; 1S91, 8.175.436; Nebiaska,
1892, 3,808,500; 1891, 2,734.500. Upon this
sugar o bounty of from one and three-quarter
to two cents per pound is paid, according to the
polarization test.

The Largest Freighter Afloat.

The steol stoampship Samoa, the largest ves.
sol yot built on tho Wear, and the largest
cargo vessol in the world, says the London
Fairplay, was lauachad in O:tober from the
yard of W. Doxford & Sons, at Sunderlacd.
She is 465 feet long, 52 foet breadih, 36 foot
depth of hold; has a gross register of 6,400 tons,
dead weight capacity of 9,250 tons on 25 feet
draught, and displacement of 13,600 tons, The
engines have cylinders 30 inches, 49 inches and
78 inches, by 51 inches stroke, which are sup.
plied with steam from three double-onded boil.
ere, and will drive the vessel, when fully load-
ed,ata ?eed of 10} knots., She has been built
to the order of Crow, Rudolf & Co., of Liver-
pool, is constructed on the apardeck principle,
with double bottom right, fora and aft, and is
intended for general trade. She is fitted with
sir water tight bulkheads. This moaster car-
rie ‘v due at Now Orleaus about Jan. 1, and
will vo lraded for Tiverpool with cotton and
other products,

Prices of May a,'nd Cash Wheat.

The following is an exhibit of the price of
May wheat on ;December 1, and the price of
cash wheat on May 1 for ten years:

Price of May,

Price of Cash,

It will be seen from the above that in six
years out of ten, buyers of May wheat in De-
cember, lost the carrying charge. Also, it will
be seen that on December 1, 1884, tho price of
Mey wheat was 78¢c, aud on May !, the follow-
ing, price of Cash wheat was §1.068. Bat that
don't prove much, becau-* on Dec. 1, 1885,
May wheat was 99Fc aud on sisy ! follo - ing,
wheat was 863c.  On Dee. 1, 1883, May wheat
was $1.123, and on Mey 1, following, cash
wheat was 99¢.  The useful leesons of statistics
must be learned, in connection with the exist-
ing facts and infleences bearing npon them at
the date of occurrence.—Toledo Produce Ex-
change Report.

J. Ewer has bought out G, Carrie's livery
business at Neepawa.

T. Wallace has rented the bakery depart.
ment of J. B, Mutter's business at Neepawa.

200,000 bushels of wheat have been shipped
from Deloraine, Man., this fall. There are
50,000 DLushels now in atore, and about
75,000 bushels yet to be marketed. So says the
local paper.

A. W, H. Stimpson, who has been connected
with one of the best known grain firms of Win-
vipeg for some years, has recently embarked in
busivess for himself, as graia conimission mer-
chant., His office is at 182 Market street, cast,
Winnipeg.

The Dominion revenue last month was three
millions. Comparing receipts with expend-
itures for the first hall of the current fiscal
year, there is a surplus of $3,904,976, while for
tho corresponding period of last year it was
$2,492,150, 50 that we wouid apgear to be just
§1,412,826 better off in the matter of surplus
than we wore last year &t this time.

Negotiations have been goiug on between
the oxccutors of the late James AMoJ.aren and
a syndicate of capitalists, represented
by Jadge Colling of Now Jersey for,
the sale to the latter of McLaren’s milla
and other property at Buckingham and lim-
its io the Lievre district. They will he
closed this week. The price is statsd to be
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