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incumbont upon them to preserve the positlon th. v have
hitherto telt bound 10 preserve, that of retusing to con-
suxt to the construction of lines within the trovinco of
Manitoha, connecting with Awcelcan railways o the
soutd"””

“+Of thut of-the Hon. the Minister of the In-
terigr, in March last, in reply to an address in
Jbjs qity, nawmely:

** Your address refers to the question of disallowance,
and tho cléetions which have recently verurred, and the
discussfons to which they havoe given rive has ¢ added ad-
ditigyal ipterest to thtsquestion.  As You areaware thu
contractwith the C P. ik funo way interfores with the
glhtof the Legldature of Manjtoba to grunt charters
within the boundarics of the 'roviuce as th.-y enisted at
that time. This was very clearly polnted out during the
debates in Parliament, when the contract with the syn-
dicats and the charter to the company were granted.””

Or a hundred similar utterances of members
of the cabinet; to roiterate these. 1 say, could
have no result, butit was to be hoped that
drawing the attention of the Gevernment to
tho comparative prugress of our own country
and that immediately to the south of us; to the
faiture of the estimates of our progress made
time and again by members of the cabinet; to
the unjast uction of the C. P. R. company in
the urrangement of their freight “aritfs, where.

by the settlers in this new country, instead of .

being encouraged and helped, were charged
from threo to four times as much as that cor-
poration carried the same articles for a similar
distance in the east.  Arnd the strong feeling
prevailing among our people hers that » radieat
chunge would havo to benade if the country
was w bo prosperous, as it ought, and as the
ministers had expressed themselves as believ.
ing it would, that the Government might be
induced to change & policy which had proved
only baneful and injurious in its effects.  “The
matter was simply oue of policy, as the delega-
tion was plainly told by the Hon. the Minister
of Justice, who said:

‘‘There Is no lezal or constitutic ., reason to | revent
the Province chartenny railway s tnat may connet with
American lines fromthe south, mecting them at the
boundary; itis a question simply of the Governwent's
trade policy.” .

The zame statenent, in other words, wes
made by 'the Montreal Gazette, tho personal
organ of the Hon. the Minister of the Interior,
a3 follows :

The question of disallowance of ratlway Vi
the olg boundaries of Man?wbai;zar:)-;;‘ifr}%?]‘sllig?
aud in no way cither a leyal or moral obligation,

And this has never been denied or taken in
question by any tnember of the Government,
The delegation also hiad the benefit of the lan-
guago used by t_hc Hon. the Minister of the In-
terior, while this country, on the effect of a
change of policy, viz. :

L There will Lo trade enough 1o Manitoba andth
Norinweat to_afford profitable 1ceulte for both the
Canadian Carific and Grand Trunk milvaysif the latter
should Ond enteance here; and it wouat be 1o small
advantago to the country as a whole to hase the large
interests connected with™*hese t reat corporations
culisied in the work of developing the great west, tnstead
of—as Wicre is 200 much reason to fear has been the case

in the past—as to one of them, devoted rag! .
veation of that developinent,” © her tothepre

Qut, 83 you arc aware, the result was unsatis.
factory. The lesder of the Government pro.
fessed to- throw the responsibility on Parlia.
ment, while at the same time dictating to the
mnzjority of that body what their course should
be. Since then there has been plenty of time
in which to consider the argument used and
facts adduced pro and con, and so faras all that
has been said or written on behalf of your board
is concerned, it can only bo emphasized and
added to; there is nothing to rotract.

“The policy of the C. . R. Company has not
:hx;ugcd ;fx:hcon'tinucs tIo Tavor the cast at the
cnse-of the -west.  Its policy is o ¢
any dxstnbntmﬁ centres 'wt?sb of‘,r,ho grcl;‘:s]ca{:ct:
I:s:rates to and from and in this country are
cxorbitant, and as has been shown very clearly
by your board, out of all propurtion to those
chargedfor the sameserviceelsew here, andat the
the present time another ilustration is given to
thxa.fu:t by tho rates.over the new Sanlt Ste.
Mario route, which are on merchandise from
Minncapolis to Boston, a distance of about
1,425 miles, loss than onv-half of thoso- charged
4rom hero to Montreal, an cqual distanco; whilo

on whent or its product 25c. -per 100 lbs, is
charged, and fromn hero to Moutreal 40 cents,
or a dilference in favor of the American
producer of over 12} cents per bushel of
wheat. Aud this, in spito of the fact that from
Miuncapolis to the main line of the C. P. R,
and from Montreal to Boston the lines are built
with private capital, and consequently interest
hns to be provided for, as well as the cost 9(
three separate managements to pay. While in
the other case the road is under but one man.
agement, and was built mainly with the monoey
of the Cunndian people and with a view of de-
veloping Canadian tenitory, and has that only
as a reason for its existence. It is almost in-
credible that such & suicidal policy should be
continued, but such is the position.

The only remedy for this state of affuirs
is the cstublishment of competition to this
point and through the whole fertile belt, and
the adoption at the earlicst possible moment of
a policy of free trade in_railways. In cenoece
tion with this matter allow me to cull your at-
tention to Mr. Van Horne's evidence, given be-
fore the Railway Commission, us follows :

1 believe in a gencral raflway law, under which a mil.
way pany may be organized u8 readily and frecly 23
any other jointstock company. erfect freedom in the
making of railways cotwd not injure the public, and che
result 0! the gencral raflway ‘aws in thy United dtates
has shos nthat this freedow: scldon, if ever, infures the
older lintes  Each new raflway in a new country quickly
wakes « bustucss for itselt wnd something: for the others.
In JMinols, lowa, Minnciota and iu wost of the states
where rallway buildinge has been lorgest frec, much the
greater part of tho railway milcane carns regular divi
dends.  Itisan old world failacy that railwayvs should bo
protected aguinst tho building of new lines,  ~Nuwrail.
ways give an impatus te the development of the rountry,
and the old lines gain moro thanlose. The Canudian
Pacific lines to Ontasio have not infured and wilt uot
Infure the Grand Trusk. 1am convinced thut the Grand
Trunk had only suffered from theso lines in peace of mud
and not in carninge. .

That this is the true policy is undoubted.
That Mr. Van Horne, on the occasion mention-
ed, spoke his true conviction, is without doubt,
and this country can never prosperas it should,
or increase at the same ratio as cur neighbors
to the south—~with the same and certainly no
better climate—arve inereasing, until the poiicy
of free railroads becomes a fact,  Nor does
there seem to be any good reason why o person
or a corporation should net be allowed to spend
his or its wnoney in the construction of a rail-
way as frecly as in the building of a steamboat,
or the going into any other enterprise, which in
the apinion of the promoters will yield adequate
resnlts. ‘That competition is the life of trade
is as truo of railroads as:of any other branch
of business. .

The present position of our country is not
satisfactory; the popuiation gathered in our
citics and towns is out of all reasonable propor.
tion to that of the farming community. It was
hoped that this discrepancy would be quickly
rc(?uccd by the incoming scttlers from the older

rovinces and from Furope, but such has not
Bccn the case to anything like the extent we
had reason to hope for.

Our natural advantages are great, but the
aversion of the intending settler and capitalist
alike to a country supplied-by only ane corpor-
ation with the means of import %or their mer-
chandisc or outlet for their produce is naturally
sticat, and this aversion could unly be overcome,
if ag all, by the most liberal policy on the part
of the C. . R. management. It is needless to
say that that liberality has never been shown
in this country, and the conscquence is that the
territory of Dakota, immnedintely to the south
of us, contains teos of thousands of hardy sct.
tlers from the older provinces of Canada who
should be among us, and the tide of immigration
to that territory has increased until in the sin-
gle year of 1856, it amonnted to ncarly, if not
quite as much as the entire population of Man-
itoba.

The adoption of the policy I have spoken ol.
The ceasing of that of cbstruction by theC.P.R.
to the bnilging of other roads, and thoe adopt-
ion by that corporation of the same vigorous en-
lightened policy which they. carry out when
catering for the American trade, or_for trado
wherever competition oxists, would, Jam™ con-
vinced, havo an"almost magicaloffect upon the

development ang prosperity of the country.
Capital wenld come in and develop our towas
aud cities, manufactures aud other euterprises
such as I have before spoken of, and mmny not
cnumerated, would Le established, and all
would-feel the impulse of-new lite.  OQur set-
tlers would once wnore be contented and pros-
crous; each ong an active cinigration agent,in-
H\lcing his friends and relatives to join him in
his prosperity, aud all would guin by the
change. .

On the other hand the present state of affairs
cannot continue. No words of mine are need-
ed to add strength to the factd published by
your board on these matters, or to the report
of the committee on grain movements now in
your hands.

The whole country is paralyzed by the pres-
ent state of affairs. The value of the furmer's
produce is lessened by the difficuities in the
way of disposing of it us well as by the exces.
sive rutes of transportation charged.  And in
consequence it is safe to say tho former does
not get more than four fifths of what he is en-
titled to as the fuir value of his crop.

The statement of the C. P. R. superictend.
ent, Mr. Whyte, that the crop of last year was
four times thut of the previousone, is no doubt
correct, and as that company foundso much
difficulty in carrying out the comparatively
small quantity of the year previous—more than
once having been compelled to stop carryin
beyond Port Arthur—the present blockade and
stagnation are but natural.  The experi-
ence of the two seasons has shown that it
is physically impossible for the C. P. R. to
carcy out the crop in this country in anything
like a reasonable time over their present route.

Should the Dowinion Governwent attempe
to continue the tyranically restrictive policy
hitherto adopted, it is a question for the au.
thorities at Ottav  to consider how long—
while hundreds and thousands of our fellow
Canadinns are scattered over the countiy to
the south of us prosperous and contented;
while many others from this side are countinu-
allp joining them, and while the 1,200 miles of
rock and morass between hee and Pembroke
has lett little but sentiment to unite us to the
cast—how long that sentimnent is likely to pre-
vail against so many material interesis and the
feelings of exasperation so rapidly growing
here.  The situation is a serious one and it cer-
tainly seems the part of wisdom for the Do-
minion to withdraw from the untenable po-
sition now held by them and allow ¢{the FPro-
vince granting such relief as our peopie through
their representatives deem necessery.,

MISCELLAXEQUS,

Your board has been able to accomplish
much, during the past, and while members
have one and all, as is usual in & new country,
been fully occupied with their own affairs,
they have still found time to devote to the
work of the board.

Your numbers hnve incrcased because your
influgnce has been felt, and I view itasa mat-
ter of importance that your president and coun-
cil shoul(Y be sclected with cave, and in view of
this I think a provision by which nominations
are reccived one week prior to the clection
would be an advaatage, as thercby no good
man would be overlooked in making your
ballots simply for the rcason that he was not
before you at th moment,

I a¥so tlink it would be advisable that you
should coptinue the committec on ;constitution
or appoint & new onc so that your by-laws may
be consolidoted and put in the most workablo
shape possible.  One change that I think would
be advisable wonld be the more frequent mect-
ings of the board and the transaction by it of
much of the business that has hitherto been
left to the conncil.

Trusiingthat the coming year may sce a fav.
orable scttlemeut of the burning question of
the day, and tho cstablishment of that compe-
tition in railway carriage which wo now lack
and which is found throughout tho contiuent a
neeessary factor in tho growth of any place of
importance. o



