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l>r AIi1I~Gon an undertaking of
importance it is always encouraging te
carry îvith you tho good %visites of friends
and onlookers, anci feel that few, if any,
wisli you cvii in your path. We have
liad a iorcible realization of this feeling
during the past weck iu conuection with
the reception givon to tho first issue of
Mir, Con.upRcxÀL Tho journals of this
and other Provinces, and from the
American aide aise, have cxtended to us
te nxost hearty congratulations, and

wished us ail the success îve can desire.
The journals who have thus -îvolcomed
Tus CoMnnexL are too numerous for us
te mention individuaily in our colunins,
butwio Leï- bound to specialize our local
conteuiporaries; the Thnies and Sun. To
all -we returu our wvarnxcst thanks, and at
the sumo tinie assure thoni that our every
effort îvill bo concentrated for the pro-
motion o! feelings of unity in the Press of
Canada iu general, anxd Manibzba and
the North-West in particular.

CASHI PA YMIEÀ1T VERSUS TRUCK
Tus word truck we miust set down as

an importation front Britain; and those
who remtember the labors of a Royal
Commission soine twenty years ago, eau
comprehiend whatthowtord impliedso far as
the payaient of labor by employers iront.
That saute Comruission brought te liglit a
grindincg systemn by îvldchl operatives were
te ucertain exte- t compelled te accept
gocds at exorbitent prices instead of
ready Cash in return for their labor.
Those 'who do net remeinher the labors of
the Commission wil find soute wonder-
fully-vivid, pictures of the systet lin its
most repulsive for-ms in the late Lord
BeaconsfieWds novel ci "Sybil, or the Two
N~ations." T uck o! this kind has te soume
extent taken reot on the Ampriean Conti-
nent and-on several occasions it bias been
exposed in its îvorst foras in the mining
districts of Pennsylvania. As yet, how-
ever, it flnds ne place in the North-West,
*where the relation o! the employer and
the employed are of the most independent
description. In many newly-settled por-
tions of the West, both in Canada and
the 'Uni' -cd Statesa systemt of more truck
creeps Into ordinary business transactions
whichit takes many years te eradicateeven
after it lias been rccognized as an evril.

This systin is sinîply tho exchiango
of produco for merchaudise, which
frequently leavetîs overy otiier lîrancli of
trade, until often the nirtizan inds it
diflicuit te get cashi payaient fc r bis labor.
The mildest, forni of this èystei is te bo
seu li tlîe local advertiseilîcnt of tlîo
country merchant, who oflixrs goods in
oxcliauge for fav-ni produco; wthilo a casu
o! thîe Norst type is te ho founîl ii the
Kanisas editor whJo published ia bis
editorial coluilins his willinginess te take
paynient of subscriptioî iii side pork,
pickled cucumbers, ur early rose potatees4,
but ut tho sante time signified ]lis doeter-
minlation xîot te accept sionigi hay, wet
cord -wood, or riAigious tracts iii lieu of
legal tender.

It is astoîîislîig liov rapidiy ant evil
liko this will gron' ia a aov country, ani
it is satisfactery te notice tiat the systeni
lias no footing in Manitoba. Moncy for
morcliandise or labor is the invariable ruie
in this country, and it is te be hoped
that it -irili long continue so. There is,
perhiaps-, no portion of tuib Amnerican Con-
tinent îvherc tiai possession of xnoney
more or less by every person is so narked.
The nxost prosperous of new countries
usually have their successful and wcalthy
moen, but at the saine time their unfortu-
nates, and te use the slang phrase IlDead
broko brigade." lInManitebo, however,
matters are very different, and impecu-
niosity is a thing alniost, uxikueiv in the
Province Tite steady streaux of capital
front other couiitries wviicit is flowing li
and finding safe andi ren'unerative invest-
nment has, no doubt, soinething te do with
this state o! affairs. B3e that as it nay,
the facts above stated have tcnded muchi
te produce the solid systeni of trading
upon a basis of cashi payaient instcad o!
truck. _________

COJFJIERCIt L HO 2EL S.
Tun crowded state of hotels in WVinni-

peg last winter wvill ho long rememhered
by those îvho ivere compelled te makie
their abodle in suchi houses, and ive doubt
if axiy lot o! business mcn profited -more
as a class by the boom of that seasoni than
te LoLel proprieters. -'% great increase

te the accommodat; on inthat line bas been
nmade, and the travelling publie îvill nowv
find in the city hotel comforts sueli as are
not surpassed in any ne%' city of the
--, et or North-«%Vest. Stihi there ise~reat
ront for inîproveuxcat ia thiese traveller's
homes, and in no particular is it more
nccessary than in the accommodation pro -

vîded for Commîuercial T1ravellers w,.
Cannot expect B3oniface te ini Odulce the,
old Englisli systo;.à o! tluo Coîntînercl
Rooxîx îitli ail its conveîîtional exclusivq
incss; lier, indccd, coul suci ail ilitrn)dv-
tien be auuy great ndvanltage in a City lili-v
this. Thero are uîuany otlier poiîrts, iiowv-
ovni-, iii whicli . little cateriîig for thi-
special conveiuonco of these heralds cf
commenrce would lbe for thet profit o! al)
concerne(l. For instalce, tliere is iiot n
hotel in Winnipeg iviti stifficicut sailipli.
rocul accommodation for liaif-a-dozeuî mniu
vhuo carry a large andi varied line of
&aimples, andi in several lieuses ef consider-
able preteasiolis noc such recul us te he
found. A great înainy travelling mcxi are
thus conipelled te secure a remin awav
front their hiotel, and witholt taking inte
censideration the inconveuiieîîcc this causes
sucli reoins previdv veiy littie safety for-
mxen wlico carry valîxablo goodis iii tlucir

Cases. This is but onoe particular in
whiicit our liotels are deficient, and we
could umention tuiierous otliers.

The great rush o! settlers, speculators
and prospectors 'vili net always nie a
stepping poinît o! Winnipeg, or at best
many of these classes ilh soon have reason
te tnake their stay but short. Oter cities
îvitlh extensive hoLel accommnodation are
springing up XVest cf Luis, wvlic-re sudh cau
make a tenîporary honte nearer tîteir field
of operatioîîs. Tîntdays are gene wvheu the
~principal attraction o! a lending Winnipeg
hotel iras a roal estate au-ýtioncer bellowing
tue nierits o! towvu lots iu its billiard remîit
or office, and landlords ivill yct fiad tlîat
the itinerant mercantile mien are about
as geod a class o! patrons as they cait
court tine Laver of. A littLie more
attenitien, tiierefore, te te ivants o! titis
class would weIl repay those lhotel men
who will bestoîr it, aîîd it would certainly
prove o! value te te mercantile classes of
the City itsel!.

TIIREAT2ENED RAILIWAY VA R.
Pznses wvîo have studied tlae railway

interesta of the North-Westerii States,
must have conte te the conclusion that
outside o! thnt St. Paul, Minneapolis and
Manitoba, and Nortiiera Pacifie Railway
Companies, eîîly two interests exist West
o! Lue Mississippi River. One of these is
Lte combination o! te Chicago, Mil-
waukee and St. Paul, and Chicago ani
Nortli-Western Railways and the
otlier is a fusion o! the Chilcago,
Burlington. & Quincy & Chxicago, Rock
Islandi & Pacifie lines. Nunierous local


