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TOPICS OF THE MONTH.

T Il El daily pliapers of M onday, September >, were filled witi
London cable letters Io the New York Sunday pîapcrs,

dealing with two Canadian iatters iii a (eci(ldly anti-Canadian

sp irit. About copyright, the cables intinated that Ieputiy.
Miinister Newcone was being sent back to Canada with a iodi-
fied Act whiclh, if satisfactory to the States, imiigit be allowed to

pass, but concluding with tie stale old allegationi tlhat Canada
only waited lier Act to flood the United States market witil
clicap reprints. ''hie other picce of cable fiction was that a new
fast Atlantic service, with vessels runniinîg to New 'ork, was one
of Mr. Chamberlain's possibihtes. Canada lias not voted any
subsidy for a hue to foreignî ports. Why do our dadlies allow
themselves to be illed up withî such offensive rubbish as many
of these New Vork cables arc? Why don't they combine to)
gel a good Canîadian cable service, instead of acceptolg the
waried.ovcr viands fron Uncle Saimi's ianitry ?

ir. Hlarper's remîarks in this issue on the financial helpless-
ness of working jouirnialists appeal particilaily to the editors
and reporters who have no iioncy imturest im the concernis they
toil for. li the miatter of short engagements they are especially
at the mîercy of the fates. Witlî few C.\ceputcins the best news.
paper men we have can get tlcir walkinîg ticket at a week's
notice. Il is ioteworthy, however, that thei appoiitmient thiis
mionth of Mr. DIafoe to 'l'le Montreal Star staff is sealed by a
live years' engageumîentu, whicl lends a periîanency to the
arraigenent tliat miust be satisfactory to both sides.

That was a rather painful break of Th, Montreal lie:raid in
publisnling the sea serpent yarn along witl a cuit of the sernent.

The fraud was so elaborately worked up by the perpettr.tors tlat
deception was not unnatural. The I lerald did the very best
tIling in the circumlstances It gave equal proimnence to) (lie
expostire, and denounecd the fakirs who were taking the people\
nioney to sec the stuffed.with.sawduîst wonder.

Newspaper men will relish the latest story of lIon. A. S.
1 lardy. ( Ontario's Minister of Crown I amids, told by Mi r, .ce, of
Parry Souînd. Mr. IlIardy has just returmed frot a trip up
iorth. While there lie vent fishing onle day, and promiuly (lis

played a long string of lishb (with many bass) on returning to
Parry Souînd. ilut the local inspector, on inspecting the strinig,
saw that the worthy AIinister hal takei more thani the legal
allowance of bass, so lie was asked to step before the magis
trate and pay a fle of $io, whiclh he did

Poor Mir. fiardy is very unfortunate. Lasi he in)
nioceitly went for a walk on a fine Sunday moilnîng up in the
northern districts whcre there was no chmch to attend, and,
more innoccntly still, carried a fisiing rod for comîîpany. The
million of the law pCrcived huim on thai occasion also, and lie
had to appear before the authorities and explain. We would
advise the Minister to swear off fishiing. Fate seeis to pur-ue
himn.

hie complaint recorded in the letter fron Mr. Cooper,
secretary of the Canadian Press Association, appearing clse
whiere, is a serionis one. A nember of the association lias been
reftused by one of the railways a ticket ai the special rate agreed
tupon witl both railway combanies. This was done ai a minîr
station and the action may be disavowed by those in autihornty.
At the same lime it is a very annoyng thinig, ai the mcbiîer
tlus inconveitencel will have the stipport of the association ii
settling the dispute. The certificates of Ile asociation arc re
cognii.ed ai ail the principal stations of the Grand Truink and
Canadian Pacifie without question or dclay, ancd why tihi s iie

does not prevail everywhere is just what publislers wi4h to
know. If the lcad of some local railway nagnate is gettinig
too big for his bat tis is a good time to bri -g the amblîitious
onle to the notice of Sir Charles Rivers Wilson, wlou will, no
doubt, bc glad to retire in his favor. 'hîere's alway.s roomi aI
the top.

In annoincing is excellent weekly, The I.ondon .\dvertiser
asks tiis î:ointed question . l What is a good newspaper but a
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