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EDITORIAL NOTES.

After considerable deliberation over the appointment of a Superinten-
dent of Education, it was announced on Tuesday that the Government had
chosen Principal A. H. McKay, of the Halifax County Academy, for the
pasition. This sppointment will meet with approval from all quarters. We
beartily congratulate the new Superiotendent upon his prownotion.

‘The-people of St. John have done themselves honor in erecting a monu-
nent 10 the brave young man Fred Youog, who sacrificed his life 2 year
ago while trying to save a comrade from drowning. The monument was
banded over to the city by the contractors on October 3oth in the presence
of between 2,000 and 3,000 people. Tt is situated oo Kings Square, and
cost upwards of $3,000. .

The memorial album which the Torounto Empire is this year presenting
a8 3 premium to its subscrivers will be kighly appreciated by all admirers
of the late Sir John A. Macdonald. Itcontsins fifteen handsomne engravings
includir~ 2wo portraits of the dead cbieftain, one of the Baroness Mecdon-
ald, of Earnscliffe, and one of Sir Jobn's mother, as well as viows of Earns-
clife, the fuueral procession, the grave, the interior and cxterior of
}Vestminsur Abbey, London, where the memorial service was held, and the
interior and exterior of St Paul's Cathedral, London, in which a memorial
teblet is 10 be erected.  The album is a fine piece of work, and will be
valued 58 a souvenir of our late Premier.

The trouble between Chili and the United States is not unlikely to
become serious.  All through the civil war the United States appeared to
favor the President, and the part she played is deeply resented by the now
victorious Congress, Minister Egan is naturally pot on good terms with
the Junta oo account of several differences of opioion, and may at soy
moment be presented with his passport, in which case itis not improbable
that Chili will strike the first blow by attacking the cruiser Baltimore. A
Party of sailors from this ship were recently set upon and beaten, onc of
thim being killed, by 2 mob in Valparaiso, and upon remoustrance being
offered by Minister Egan the Chilian Goverement replied that judicial
investigation is secret in Chili, and that until the time arrives to disclose the
result of inquiry it canoot admit that the disorders at Valparaiso or the
silence of the department should appear asan cxpression of unfriendliness
towards the government of the United States, which might put in peril the

friendly rclations between the countries. Meanwhile the United States i
determined to satisfy its outraged diguity, and is waiting a reasonable time
for the inquiry to result in something, while on the other hand animoeity
towards the United States is not abating in Chili. An offensive toast,
¢ destruction to the North American Republic,” is esid to have been pro.
posed at a ball in Valparaiso recently at which a number of Englishmen
were present, The Englishmen refused to driok the toast and 1t was with-
drawn. England has been inclined to be friendly to the Congressional
party, but the United States has a scrious grievance in the Valparaiso out.
rage, and Eogland will sce fair play. It would be thought that Chili, Jtut
emerging from a bloody revolution, would have had enough of war, and as
for the United States, she is not sufficiently equipped to engage in naval
warfare even with Cbili,

Every now and again the project of uniting the three Maritime Provin.
ces of Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and P. E. Island under one government
comes up. THE Critic has always been in favor of this union, and has
urged it many a time ; and we are glad to see that it is belng advocated in
stveral quarters at present. In the older provinces of Canadathey seem to
think that advice on this subject from them herstofore has been met with
discourtesy from us, but, however that msy be, there are many dwellers by
the sea who would be glad if the expense of maintsining three governors,
three governments, three legislative councils and three assemblies for =
total population of 808,905, could be reduced by substituting one govern-
ment for the throe provinces. Sir Charles Tupper in 1865 roade an earaest
attempt to effect this union, but it fell through, and now, although the
larger federation of Canadian provinces has to some extent removed the
pressing neced of Marilime union, it is still required, and as the Toronto
Mail says,  The party that will take it up will do itself and the country
some service.” The saving in expense would not be the only or the greateat
advantage to be secured by the union. The additional importance and
dignity attached to representatives frcm one large province would tell at
Ottawa in a manner that would be gratifying. The chief difficulties in the
way lie in local prejudices and in each province having a decided objection
to giving up its capital. This might be overcome by having the parliament
house of cach province used in turo, but it would be better once for all to
have one seat of government and have it of some importance. The Toronto
Week appears to think that thé sea-boatd -ection of the Dominion has man-
aged not only to hold its own, but to secure a good deal moure than its own
share ¢fiuflaence at Quawa. YW» have certainly sent some influsntial men
there, who have taken prominent places ia the govera.nznt of the Dominion,
but we fail to see that they bave secured mare advsntages for us than we
deserve. If it be possible that greater ends may be achieved by uaiosn, then
apecd the day.

Self intexcst is one of the sironges: lovers in the transaction of business,
but when Governments are called upon to legislate so as to further the
self-interest of the few to the detriment of the many, it is time to csll a halt,
and ask the Government for an accounting. For centuries gold has been
the standard of value for exchange, and its worldwide reccgaition as such is
fully illustrated in the international commerce of the globe; bat some mis-
guided and self-interested parties in the Taited States are now endeavoring
to force the Government of that country to legally adopt both gold and
silver as standards of value, the strange part beiog that while gold is to
stand at its current value, that of silver is to be advanced to a premiam of
thirly per cent. In other words one dollar’s worth of gold, when coined,
is to bo stamped by the Government as legal tender for one dollar, while
sevenly-five cents worth of silver is to be stzmped by the -Government
as legal tender for one dollar Mr Edward Atkinson, in the October
Forum, points out that when a Goveroment obliges its people to accept
as, legal tender for services or for debts duc notes or coins which
sre of less velue than their faces represent, ii commits o fraud upon its
citizens. He denounces the acts of legal tender as being of corrupt
origin, and claims that if the Government would sweep these acts out
of cxistence the free coinsge of silver could be allowed withoat let or
hindrance. He points out that while speaking of a pound in weight the
pound avoirdupois is generally ictended; there aro two distinctive weights
of this denomination, viz,, the pound avoirdupois containing 7,000 graips,
and the pound troy contsining 5,760 grains. In like manuer in many States
when the rate of interest upon a losn is not mentioned tho law states that
six per cent. may be legally collected, but it does not preventa contract
being entered into for the payment of a Jower or Ligher rate of interest,
Tn the same way Mr. Atkinson believes that silver would soon find its pro-
per level if all contracts were specific as to currency in which payments
were to be made, with the understanding that when the carrency was not
specified the settlemont ahoald be made upon a gold basis of valze,



