
10 THE (JRITIC.

* INCOGNITO.
OR, IS S11E FAIR FOIZ sE

Aie there au.y nilitary nicii abolit the town ?' vis tht artist'i tissai
qiuestion, and the agent :'eciined tu find it su prepasteroi iltt lie actually
siniled.

4, Why, Sir, thcrc !iasti'L been a garnisoni here iiese seventy ycî'"lie
s-tid ; Il and if a lad tnli.ti and caine bock 10 tht town iii hiq isold!ecn's togs
the girls «ire ready ia figlth one another for him. As ta c ilicers, 1 doîi't

Lknow whcu 1 saw one last ; for the carl's f.amily thecy bclorg ta th-- dililomia.
tic service, ond froni vitat 1 undcrstand lthe cpauletics arc uniy second
fiddle ai llurghlcy Ilouse."

Til'ien what the asteniska did site ntean by that allusion tu the gcncral ?

Muttered Dcigaidie, as stet daut ciscd ont hie; visiiior. Thei itîfîrrîsuîron lic
bad becit at to ituc painq < t b*ais put hhit, trhen procureil, in .9 down-
right bad temper, for the ifle fitre wvis of it dircctly discouraiged hii; lape
ni sccuting E.ilice fr his niodel. %Vas it lîrubable Iiti a yousng lady wlic
had corne ta this outlandisli town 10 live iii strict netircînent wîould y-ield
ber features to tIi. publîciiy of bis canvas ? And eveti if site caustnted,
tîtere was tht iioli illc taiqere grar.ddanae and thc enigitatical swaslibucklcr
Io b. demolished.

i w.t8 vtry bard ta hart tht idral mondel be iîad 1 cen hunsting fur âo
long fenced zway front him by ail thrse diliiculties, an.d h>cIgardit worried go
much that the doctor kept bim to bis moon tîtret days longer tlîan lie had at
first thncatencd tu do.

The epoch ai enforced repose-so irying ho aur artisi's patience, came
ta an end ai last. Ont lice nuorning in August, wben the ardour of unost af
bis acquaintances was bcing exjîcnded in grouse covcys. ])elgardit rcturned,
witb an eagerness ai Zeasi cqual tu the sijttstn;-n*., tu the scene ci bis in-
terrupted labors. AIl tite naorning be sat before bis canvas rnaking niemory
sketches of the face of Ellice 'Moinington. But the znorning went, and
burccon bcur camne wilhaut tnding bi:tî any ncarer a successful reproduc-
tion of the face that bad struck lus fancy.

-rbe failuire discourigcd him less ti mnay htave b.-cn supposed, bow-
ever, for he iîranised htnistlf a refreshment of nieîîtory beforetlte day was
out. Tlîougb utiprovidcd with an orthodox introduction tu Nits. Morning-
ton and l;er gnanddaughter, Delgardie considercd tbat tht courtesy of a visîî
wouid lbc cxp)ccted of bîm as soon as bc was convalescent, and having dis-
covercd th it ceremonial cails aL Sîamford sbouid bc paid i livc o«cIock bie
denicd hiruseif his afternot cigar, put on a cylinder bai and black coat,
and as Si. Mýartin's was chiming the btout set soot on tht stairs of SIftolk
hbause.

If an>' cie bad attribu.ted bis balting asctiât aud tht irregul-ir bzating ai
bie beaur to the eîruggtes af a new.btarn passion ini its swatbing bandi, the
arîhat wouid have laughed scornfully and iuformed that nissguided cnitic
that tht quavers of an unacceî,tcd lover arc nul to bc cowparcd in the same
week with te mental anguish of an artisi hable ta be refused tht model
on wbom the success of bis mastcrpicce depends.

CIHA1>TEI-R 111.

A double door ahut off 'Mrs. NMorni-igto:i's thonr hum thetrest ai tht
bouse, and Deigardie's L-nock was answcred by Miss Ellice in prrsan. She
sened slightly surpriscd, but nut ai ail r.biaras!cd ai sceing itini, aiad
having delthi situt a donr leit open bcbind lier, tbotugh no. q' sick eno.i.th to
prevent the artisis sharp cycs caicbing si 'htz ai a 1î:îruîcuiil szavc with a
ketibe stcaisning upon si, site acal ber visit.or acrosi an eity room covered
wih cil c.it?, ihat àtrvcd as vestibule, and introduccd hirm int tlht asart-
ment intrnediately undirr his studio, ar.d-savc that it wàs nmore ornat-tht
fac-smmilc af il.

In tb:a roussi, seatcd in an armi-cliair as vecrable aq becrseif, hie foutid
Mrs. Mornington, whu -.eccivcd hissa with cuurtesy bat ttc, paruicular
cordialt.

4 rtoa scat, Mr. Deigardir," site said, indicating a chair oppoxite ber
own, Iland ]et nie assure ziaysc!tithat yort ara nonc thte worse lit your un-
fortunale a"

Sonuewbat chillcd by ber manner, our arzist oh:> cd.
IlYou wyul remember, mnadams, tit yau advistd me îo consuit a docýor,"

be said. Il But for bis despoî>ism 1 siuid have b.-en herc len <laya aga, to
oflrer my grateful thanks Io )-au and Miss Niornington."

In nuaking lis allusion tu Ellice, Dclgardic looktd away Itwards the
younger lady, who was folding bick a >hutten thit liîd been closcd againsi
thetîoot scarching sîtmtmcr sisnslbire. Sie tespondcti ta tht l:,ok wiîhl a
siight swile -and sligbt inclination ci bier head. both grace lacrsonufted.

Whenc had ah.i acquitetl that cey cbarm af unanner which is distincl>'
zot. the charicterislic of the Englith tni*ddle class ? Not ai any rate in tht
bile ai retirennent she was Icading now. Tht stcarclaing look lîcculiar t0
aortisis, rested on Eltlice so long tail, vih the cv-tdcnt intention ofirecailing
i, Mnr. 'Morningions said: Il Yo'u d:di wcib to ci;:> yraur dt;clor ratlier thari the

demanda af politemesa, wbhici in aur case you arc good enaîigh ta cxotg-
&trait. My granddaughicr and I d:d no mare for you thian c-axîînîon
bumrattîty would have irnpeclled us to do for any fellow crcalure in amaed ai
belp',

'Ibis was coid wattr witb a vengeance, and pîeris Ellice, who lt«d
joincd the t.lke:s., icit iliat lier riattvc's dcfensivc prîdot had muade hier a
hit cruel, ;ir she said w-ith adorab!c geiitlcuess . l1 hople yoit iltean o Io:
very cautious hn usir. your lâgh laddcr in future, Mr. .Delgardit, fur augthcr

tinte a roll of drugget may not be there to catch your head, and I may bc
ton f-r o'ff ta licar you fali."

Our artist tbanki!d lier with a look of cloquent admiration. I 1 hink 1
mnust hav'e fallen into a brown study the otiier nighi and forgatten I was up
the ladder at all ;" said he, Ilail thit day 1 hiad been trying t0 conjure up a
face ap;'ropria:e ta tho chief figure ini my picture-now I have found it."

IDitt 1 not recognize the front facade of St. NMArtin's clîurch 1" inter.
posed grandinamuma, for %vions a sudden liglit lî:td f4illen on the re awaken.
sol; ej iculation t which the painter hirnself was probably oblivious-*" The
inodelil 1a:! Il~ O'"f laie ycars 1 bave bzcn îinablc tu attend asny exhibi.
lions of paintîing, but 1 have sen a few ougravings of your work, Mr.
)dIgaldvc, ciiough i0 convince nma that you mcri the promissent position

t'lhicl ynu have reachced so early WVill you nat indul!ge me with a little
detirîpîjn of your coutemporary work?' shte continued more graciously ;
for sitice Ellice rose and glitied out of the meons, the effort ta bc cordial
cvîdctiîly cuo1. lier e.

'l'lie paint r ivondtreil whetlier soint- personal motive lurkcd b.2hind aid
Mn,. Mnî,îon' uddlcn curiusity about bis picturo, and toik cart) Lo
avaîdl any mntion of a bl:uik spice ou bis canvas or the sex of' the figure
designed ta fill it. And trhile lie w2s talking lie rnanaged to cai furtive
glances rousâd thc grea:, scatitily furnished roomn ini search of any objects
that would give biim a clue to the history, past and present, of uts occupants.

The furniture uîseif told nothing ; it had cvidently been hircd or bought,
second liand ; but there were a few things scattrcd litre and there, whiclî
tuothe cyes of a disceriaing behoider were like open paragraphs ol their

onri biography. For instance, ou thet arnished gui console-table,
beiwcen the two centre windows, was a precious green malachite trày cou.
tainsing a five o'clock toa*service in cgg-ahell cLlea, opal and gold ; and a
litaie in ste rear of the old lady's chair toris a dainty hand-plinted table
with the latesi number of the Nincleezdh Cen furyl lying upou il. These
things told of intellectual tastes and expensive habits, contracted at sonne
former epoch ; but, as they wcrc evidently piaccd where they stood for pre.
sent use, thev played their pari alîo In the contemparary lives of the îwo
ladies.

One object, botrcver, perceived later, as it hung on the wall almost lit-
hiud bill, iutcrested DAgardic mare thar. ail thz test. This was a thre-
quarter lengtb, half life.size photo of a lady, executed lu the worst possible
manner of a third-class photographer, with ail the high ights giaring, and
the half.shadows-if there evcr were any-gone. But fotr the fact that
the lady, thus slanderously niisreprcsented, bore a f4ded but suiciently
forcible iiketiess ;o Ellice to be a relation, Deigardie wouid bave wondcred
howv two wornan, who talked cf appreciating art, couid have tolcrated the
siglit of such a wicbed aboruion of il.

W~ith the conversation running on pictures i requircd no great skill I0
introduce the subject of portrait-painting, and after a few rematks, ail more
or lcss leading upi to it, our artist managcd tu say--undesignedly as i
scemed-"' 1 presuime you yuiuc that pholograph, madam, on accoant of
the likreee, fcir it »Was shockingiy taken."

Il I was donc in grcaî haste by a country photographer," Mts. Morts-
ington replied, and the decp)-scsted sarrow, always visible in her face,
incarne patheuicaily prominent as shte turned her eyes ho the fading picture.

LookLing lit lier, D.-gardic rccived a sudden inspiration. lic drew hie,
chair a little nearcr to) lie aid lady'à and said, in a suave and sympaiizing
vaice I "Dots il natgricvc yau greatly 10 sec a portrait you value sot nuca
fading away belote your cyes? In anoîher ycir or two il will haie ceaicd
t0 Cxist exccpt in yaur memory."

Mrs. NM ornington beavcd a deep sigh and ber cyts grew moisi with the
scanty tests of 3ge.

Il ili you zlow tuc te suggesi a rthod af averiing tii catamity 1" hc
continurd îkrsuisivcly.

l ndeed, 1 shall bc anast grateful," was the cag.-r responsc, Il the origi-
nai-ny daughter-112s been dcad four years, anîd that is the only likeness
of hcr in !ny po)0sesion."t

Thcn, in viriu: of our b!ing ncigbbars and of niy beinl; dcepiy in your
clebs, îtriy piermit rut to copy ibis poitrait in Birtolozzi chaiki. Il may
not bc so li!.-like as an oil painting, but at least it will bc îînclungeablc,
and in its pîrescrnt faded smalle iî is impossible tu copy il s2tisiactorily inousl.
You wilI bc conferring a real ki.adisess un muc," pressed tht artist, scoing the
cff:ct lie had produccd, Il ier.- arc miny bours whern i will bc a posilive
test for lite tu tura frotta my great composition, tu the diffcring lools and
touch of a chaik.dr.twing his 1hotogttph ough1s to corne down. 1: is a
licicui slander on sts subjeci. Consent te binish it for twa or threc
weeks, and you sshall receive in us4 place a likenes3 that sot least shahl fot bc
a calumuy on your lest daughter."

1).-lgardïc did not consider himieifmiuch of adiplomittisi in the usual way,
but lie was so, fortitîe as to bavt happed on tht ont chord in ibis toseried
and cauîioui nature whiciî would rcspand lu his touch. Mrs. Mornington
was s0 startlcd by the proposition made ta hier, that for once pridc and
catution wrent down befire genuine emotion. D:-igardie iad offered ber the
one and only irresistabie temptatiun. She yieided to il and accepted.

IlDear child 1" ah. exclaimd, as Ellice rcappeared with a smalIl vilver
icaînàt and somt tibm brcp.4tant butter, "lout kind neighbor bas actuaily
pioposcd te iakc a permanent drawing from your motbcrs pbotograph."

I sit p3ssible ? Ellice stopped short and cas: ai the artist anc of those
looks wlîîci conte froua and go tu the soul.

IlCars you b: surprised that 1 should wish tu record n>y gratitude for
the "l-hppy charce that procured me your acquaintance, the imprudent
aruist was going to say. But ibis suicidai speech waa nipped ln tbe midst
by a lîvely knock ai tht o-jicr door, upon wbich Mni. Mornington exclaigned,
IThe geacral 1" and E!luce, resigning ber burden loto the cxtcnded bands

of Mr. Delgardit, haakaed oui of the zoona.


