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THE CATHOLIC WEEKLY REVIEW,

May 25, 1889

WITH FATHER DAMIEN AND TIHF LEPERS.

The Nineteenth Century has an avticle this month from the
pen of Mr, Chfford, desermibimg Ins recent visit to IFather
Damien : --

The sunset was orange, with a great purple clond fringed
with gold. 1t faded quickly, aud by the ume we reached
snall prer head outside the town 1t was dark, and the moon
was eastig o long greenish light across the sen.  From the
mer catite a contmuous emelo wail, rather mechanieal, but
brokeu by real sobs. 1 could see a little erowd of lepers and
lepers” friends wating there, Ol my husband ! eried a
poor worman agum and again.  Thirteen lepers got into the
boat and were rowed to the stemmer.  Then we sailed away,
nud gradually the wathng grew fainter and fainter till we
could hem at no longer.  These partings for life between the
lepers mnld thewr funthies are most tragie, but they ave inevi
tuble; for whether the discase be propugated by heredicy or
by contagion. the necessity for absolute segregation is equally
ovident, and the Hawaiinn Government has risen to the
emergencey - - would that our Indian Government with its 130,
000 lepers would do likewise I -and, sparing neither labour
nor expense, has sought out the cases one by one, and pro-
vided o home so suitable to their needs, so well ordered, and
$0 well supphied, that, strange to say, the difliculty often
urises of preventing hiealthy people from taking up their abode
there. I know many sadder places than Molokai, with its
soft breezes, its towermg cliffs, und its sapphive sea.  The
Huawaiiuns are happy, simple, generous people, the fit oft
spring of these sunmy, windy islands ; they yield themselves
up readh)y, to the emotion of the present whether for grief or
laughter (even with lepersy smiles and play follow close be
hind tears and sorrow,  The island is tong, and ghaped like a
willow-leaf , 1t lies m the form of a wedge on the Pacitic, very
low on the sonth ceast, and gradually dising to its greatest
altitude, from which the deseent 1,500 feet  to the northern
coast 1s precipitous.  Between the base of these precipices
and the sea he the two leper villages of Kalawao and Kalau
papa.  Not nuprobably, half the sland is sunk in the sea.
and the villnges are in the actual cup of the erater of an im-
mense voleano, half of which is submerged. We went on to
Kalawao, but were again disappointed ; it was too dangerous
to land. Finally it was decided to put off a boat for n vocky
poiut nbout a mile-and.a-half distant from the town.  Climb
g down thus pont we saw about twenty lepers, and + There
is Futher Damen ' said our purser; and, slowly moving
ulong the hull-side, I faw a dark figure, with a large straw
hat.  He came cather painfully down, and sat near the water
side, and we exchanged friendly  signals neross the waves
while my lnggae was being got out of the hold -a long busi-
ness; for, owing to the violence of the sea, nothing else was
to be put on shore.  The captain aud the purser were both
mneh iterested i accase of gurjun oil which I was bringing
for the lepers use, und they spared no trouble in unshipping
it AL last all was veady, and we went swinging across the
waves, and fially chose afit moment for leaping on shore.
Father Danuen lielped me up the roch. and a hearty weleome
shone frem s kindly face.

He s now forty-nine years old -a thick-set, strongiy-built
man, with black, curly hair, and short heard, turning grey.
s face must have been rather han lsome, with a full, well
cunved woath, aud a short, straight nose . but he is now a
good deal distizured by leprosy, though not so badly as to
muthe 1t any thing bt a pleasure to look at his brght, sensible
face. s forehead is swollan and vidged, the eyelirons are
gone the nose v somewhat <uuk, and the ¢as are greatly
enlarped.  Ths hands and body also show many sigus of the
diseuse, but he assured me that e felt little or no pain sinee
he lad tied i, Goto s system of hot baths and Japanese
wedicine, 1 think he had not waeh fath in the gujun oil,
but at iy roguest e began using at, and after a fortnight's
trind the gowd effects beeane esident to all.  His face looked
greatly better, lus sleep beeame very good instead of very bad,
Ing hands mupreved, and last Sunday e told me that he had
been able that morning to sing orisons—the first timt for
months.  Oue s thunkful for this relief, even if it should be
only temporary : but 1t 1« impossibie not to fear that after
several years' progress the disease has already attacked the

lung~ or some other wital organ, and that the remedy comes
too late.  In Molokai there are three Francisean Sisters who
tnke charge of the leper girls, and who are now using the oil.
I think that thew quiet, systematie endeavours ave likely to
produce mmportant rvesults, and that children will be move
obedient patients than adults. T had brought with me 2 large
wooden ense of presents from Fnghsh friends, and it was un
shipped with the gurjun vl [t was g0 Iarge that Father
Damer smd st would be nnpossible {or his lepers either to
land 1t from the boat or to curry 1t to Kalawao, and that n
must be vetirned to the stenier aud landed on some voyage
when the sen was guicter. But 1 could not give up the plea
sure of lus emyoyinent in its contents, so after some delay it
was foreed open m the boat, and the things were handed out
ane by one across the waves, and carried separately by the
lepers and our two selves.  First eame an engeaving of Mr.
Shield’s ~Gool  Shepherd,” from Lady  Monnt-Temple
then a set of Tavze pretures of the Stations of the Cross, from
the Hon, Muude Stanley , thena wagie lantern with serip
tural slides, then numbers of coloured prints, and finally an
arston from Lady Caroline Charteris, which wonld play ubout
forey tunes by siaply having its handle turned.  Before we
had been at the setttement half an hour, Father Danuen was
showing his boys how to use it, and { rarely went through
Kalawao afternards without hearing the ariston active. There
were beautiful sihver presents from Lady Grosvenor and Lady
Arrhie, and several @ifts of money.  And, most valuable of all,
there was n water-colonr pamting of the ¢ Vision of St.
Franes.” by Mr. Burne Jones, sent by the puinter . this now
hangs in Father Damien’s little voom.

Father Dannen is building a church with which he incor
porates us u transept the sall building  which has hitherto
been i use. By the sude of it grows the palm-tree under
wineh he lived for some weehs when he first arrived at the
settlement m 1873, 1t was then a wmiserable place; the
liouses were wretched, undrained, and unventiluted ; the peo.
ple were sll-fed, all-clothed, and worse washed. The water
supply was very bad.  The sufferers were desperate, and often
bved vicious and lawless lives. Now all these things are
changed.  The cottages buile by the Government are neat
and convenient, raised on trestles so as not to be in contuct
with the carth.  “T'he water is brought i pipes from a never
fwmling supply, and is excellent in quality and quantity. There
are five cliurches ; there is a large general shop, aund the faces
one sees are nearly always happy faces. Of course, 1 saw
cuses n the hospitals that were tercibly emacinted and dis
figured. Lut there is no donbt that the disease has taken a
nnlder foren than it wore years ago.  Asa rule, the lepers do
not saffer severe pain, and the ave age length of life at Molo
kai is about four years, at the end of which time the disease
generally attacks some vital organ.  Women are less linble
to it than men. One woman accompanied her husband to
Molokai when he beewme a leper, and ag his death Lecame the
bride of another feper . he died and she married another, and
another after his demise ; so that she has lived with four
leper hustunds, aud yet remaius healthy. It would undoubt
edly be n great trial to heart and nerve to live at Molokai, as
cight noble men and women have elected to do for Christ's
suke. I found it very distressing during only fourteen days
to see none but lepers, and it often cmme with u specially
painful shock to find a child of ten with a fuce that looked
as if it might belony 1o a man of fifty. But 1 had gone to
Molohat expi-cting to find it scavcely less dreadful than hell
wself, and the cheerful people, the lovely lundscape, and the
comparatively  painless hfe were all surprises.  Father
Dannen’s little house almost joins the church ; lie lives up-
stairs, and his comrade, Father Conrady a man of consider
able refinement aud of warm aflections, lives on the ground
tfloor. " They take their meuls in seprrute rooms as a precau-
tion against contagion.  Two laymen, Brother Joseph and
Brother James, agsist them in musing, teaching, visiting, and
ather ways, aud they are often in communication with Kalau
papa, where Ine and work Father Wendolen and three Fran-
ciseant Sisters.  The church at Kalaupapa was built partly by
Father Danmien's own hands.  He is good at earpentering
and buildivg, and apparently able and ready to work at any-
thing as long as it is work, e is specially scrupulous and
business.like about nccounts and money matters. 1 wished 1
could have understood the sermon he preached on Christmag



