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The Privilege of Giving. g

“ FPVEE Iast timo wo hold o speolal sorvico similar to this

one, thoro way no collootion takun as the occasion
was considorad an oxtraordinaty ono, but several of those
then presont hnvo slnco sald thal thessrvico was incomplote
without a collootion ; that ab ovory diot of worship the
privilogo should Lo givon to mako an offering to the Lord.
It is woll to rogard tho offering as & part of our worship
and so this nftornoon a oolleotion will be taken.” We
listened to thoso words lnst Sabbat h afternoon at the olose of
an afternoon sorvioo in ono of tho city churches. The offer-
iog o part ot tho worshlp had the right ring in it. Xt
shonld Lo so regardod byall who contribute their money to

the cause of Ohrlst, Tho financial dutics of the Church .

member aro often forgotton when othor acts of worship are
diligently obsorved,  Thero is room for much edu-
cating just hore, To ocongregational work thero is &
distinot importanco attachod and every worker fecls o direot
interest and responaibility ; it is not for n moment supposed
that tho burdon should roat wholly on the shoulders of tho
pastor and oldora: thorofore thore is a cheerful distribution
of servico, nnd thoso engaged in it feel that they are work-
ing for God. Tho samo sonse of personal responsibility
ought to provail with respost to the solemn duty and
privilege of giving. ‘Lho man or woman who may not be
fitted, or who may not linvo un opportunity to help in the
many agonolea of tho congrogation or in the service of God's
louse, oan take an opon and direst part in the public wor.
ship by Lis or hor offoring.  And this duty should not be
given a sccondavy placo in the winds of the people. The
graco of giving {4 suro Index of chiaracter. It is oue of the
oardinal virtuos, Xt applios to rioh and poor alike, given
in the propor dovotional spirit tho cent, if it is the amount
of ano's ability, is as rlch nn offoring as the dollar of the
taoro ablo brothor, The widow's mite might be made the
theme, not only of showing tho power of littles, but of
proving tho bloaseduoss that springs from cheorful service.
But tho thought arlsas that if the offering is to be
regarded as an not of worsulp, it should be treated with
the sawme cousidoration ns tho other parts of servico, the
sorvica of praise for oxamplo. At frat glanco the subject
way appoar (0 Lo of too sordid a motive to bo placed
along sido of praiso, But such is not really tho case. The
root of tho mattoer Hos here, that tho offering is an act of
homsge, and of worthip te Uod. Performed in the right
spirit it _iv a meang of graco and bloasing to tho soul, This

grantod, and it must bo granted, it follows that the Church ss

a wholo, that is the church memborship does not give the

subjoot tho place which its importanco demands. Spiritual

lifo never fails to open tho purso. Tho open purse, any moro

than prayer, praise or profossion, does not bestow spiritual

lifo, Liborality, it is true, is sometimes mistaken for piety,

yot whero Obristian faith and life abounds, wheco tho love

of God and for sculs £ills the hegrt, tho altar of benseficonce

is not noglected and no uncertain sign of the work of grace
in a churoli is tho genoral liberality of tho people. The

Chureh courts have given much attention to public worship ;
thoy have not given the attention the importance of the
subject domauds to the service of giving, It is admitted
that tho question is surrounded with difioultics, but it is
altogether inndoquute to say that specinl appoals to the
peoplo aro all that can be done. Depena upon it this ques-

tion is one that cannot be lightly cast aside or allowed to
languish. If the proper concoption of what ¢ giving”
means be kept in view, thove is a problem here worthy of the
best efforts of the Chutch. Inother words, Chnrch financo
should be one of the great Church questions of the day to
which the foremost men, Inymen and ministers, should
bend their energies. Aund this is all the more obvious as the
work already dope promises welll The Committeo on
Systematic Beneficence represents the feeling of the Churob,
It is the outcome of & belief that the finance, the offerings,
of the Church should be systematized, and that clear and
correct viows of the subject should be disseminated. The
field which tho work of this committeo coversis of enor-
mous oxtent and it is o question whether it should not be
invested with power to formulate plans which would render
its operations effective, The recommendations submitted
at last General Assembly indicate briefly the scope of the
work for the present undertaken, They are:

1. That the Committes on Systematio Beneficence ba.
ra-appointed and directed to use diligence in securing a
fuller statement of the aotual condition of this question
throughout our Ohurch. '

2. That thereafter statistics be oaly sought each fAird
year, and that the wark of the Committee in tho inter-
vening-years by-directed to the ciroulation of information,
the dissemination of literature, and operating through
Presbyteries at such points as may demand attention.

3. That each Presbytery be urged to appoint a
Committee, or at least a convener, to attend to the interosts
of Systermatio Giving in the Presbytery.

4, That all the Sabbath Schools of the Church be urged
to contribute at least to one of the Schemes of the Church.

5. That enquiry be wade by Presbyteries asto the
possibility of , introducing more uniform and effective
methods of raising money for the Schemes of the Church,
and that Presbyterial visitations and pastoral settlement
be used as opporlunities of securing better organization.

* The sscond clause, while providing for much good work,
scems to Jack in that it does not confer more authority on.
tho committes. In tho proper hands there is much virtue
in the words * shall ¥ and “ must” and they might appear
more frequently to advantage in the ordinances of tho
Assembly. If thoy woro inserted, for instance, in clauses
S and 4 how much botter results would be derived? The
immportance and value.of the fifth clauso should not be lost
sight of by Presbyteries. Organization and uniformity are
great factors of success and stability, especially in matters
of finance, Instruction in the principles of systematic and




