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Fait the PREARYTERIAN Rxvitw,

THE YOUNG BACKWOODS
FREACHER,

"Twas the time of the early ploushing, after
the freshet and flood,

When the sun fs mounting the zenlth, and
Spring stles biksk In the blood,

Waen Hope with hez falry fancies £ills all the
subtle alr ,

And’ life reads Wke & Urilliant poem, ard
spurns with proud foot at Care—

Thas a young Presbyterian preacher, Just free
of g!s college bounds,

An ardent and earnes spirit, sought a missfon
wthe thitd, on his rounds.

He had spent an active Sabhath, had prayed,
and Epmc«l, and preached

At one ilttle backwoods mission, and asecond
had later reached ; .

He had comforted sick ones and dying, had

Inted the earetess to God,

And had read the anletan service when they

11id one under the sod.

He tose with a Monday head.ache, forgotten
¢re breakfast was done,

And set out In the catly morning, for by sunset
foisg miles must be won,

And the preacher be cheerful and ready to
minister spititual food

The blessed hope of the Gospel—io another
hungty brood,
Ready to anawer the eritie, ready to strengthen
the weak, .
Ready to talk 1o the children, ready the right
word to speak,

And cheerful, to stmulate courago ; cheerful,
to hold ur the sad ;

Cheerful, to pleate every hearer; cheerful, to
show Afmself glad.

Save the doctor’s, no horse [n the villags had
Telsure for driving & mile,

And the preacher set out on his joucney, scarce
giving a thoaght to the toll,

He was young, he was strong, he was happy,
and he stepped at an eaper pace,

For his soul was full of singing, and his heart
was full of grace,

The blithe birds sang him a carol, the breezes
hatmoniously blew,

The green-budding trees shed a fraprance, and
swcetlr the wild blossons grew 3

The 12y 3 of the suntght atound bim were pal-
pitant all with love,

And the {ittle white flecks on the ether seemed
angels descent from above,

Joy gave soft wings tothe moruing, and feetly
?l passed him by,

Fot Heaven was at one with the traseller, and

' " earth waf at one’with the <ky,

Nor wax it tiil. midday waning led into the
alternoon .

‘That wearinesy touched the traseller, and rest
was anticipate byon,

For he loved the God of Nature, and walked
with the God of Grace,

And found not thr journey weary, though he
had not looked on a face

Save the miller’s, who passed him coldly,
wlth a sneer, from his wheeled heipht,

At " men who tool labour’s guerdon without
having labout's ripght,”

Butat last the rugeed roadway, oft scarcely
motethan a tra),

T'reyed hike a covert polson on the strengih
that begin to fait,

And the preacker’s heart found an ache spat
where a Levther had dealt him a blow—

Forgotten as soon as given, how should the
brother know?

And a doubt that before had vexed him awak-
ened to vex him 2gain;

And 3 woful dread possessed him as he
thought of the ways of men,

And he Jost his hold on his call—that it cer-
tainly was of God, ]

Or inttead ambition, presumiption, deserved
him the smart of the red,

And as he wen! Sr'ie\'ing and doubting, the
thunder pealed sudden and loud,

And he saw, Lke the smoke of a furnace, the
storm gather, ¢lowl upon cloud.

And the hightning Aashed hither and thither,
the rain fell In sheets from the skies,

And from out of & lutid darkness the wind be-
fan to atise ;

It hutled the wrlthing tree-tops together in
su#gle dire,

And bufletted wildly the traveller plovteriag
along in the mire

Mouteriug, and strugpling, and stumblicg,
sgbas, at theternble brand

That shot in quick bolts through the forest,
and "whelmed, as the flouvds swept theland.

Battered, and brulsed, ard discouraged, ex-
hausted, he threw himsell prone,

ELis shelter a hall-Dlasted pine tree, kit cry 3
but half-uttered moan. .

1 Strike, Oy c lightnings, strike 1 1et my stricks
en soul have way )

I have surely mistaken my call=I fiint ere
the close of the day—

Sortows press heavy my spirit, and deubts
that I'cannot dismiss, .

Ard what shall my manhood count for, if
wasted in stroggles Like this 2

And as on the mirage the dying sees a well
with its shelter and palms,

On the fainting preacher’s vision rose Home
with Lis reats and calms,

And a tear fell burning and bittar, and would
not be repressed, .

¥or in all that wildwood eeglon he could claim
no tight of rest.

Then Into his soul there entered & Voite from
the Home abore:

“ \Was 7 not weary, my brother, when to men
I came in Jove? .

I endured their heartless buffets, their ¢ruel
and 3illy sneers §

I fainted with weakness and hanger; / have
wept bitter teamns, .

Mistakenot moﬂi?lhy': forfeits for loss of thy
soul’s best pifts,

Thy heart and Ehy flesh may il thee—then
Faith her Lright banner uplifis,

The Father and I ate both with thee, the Con.
forter hath for thee aid,

Bright shall the stacs in thy ¢rown be, T have
& place for thee made,

My soldir, oy seevant, takle courage, up,
fn Jie strenpih 1 will send,

12 the palm of 1t ¢ toaquerer shall carry who
erdurca un o the end,

The herta thoa hast eaten areTatter, the bread
1 Laligive will Le sweet

And how, 1l thou hadit nol 1asted, thouldit
thow order my childeen’s meat ¥’

Then wp rose that weary young preacher, with
a heart by his Lotd made light e

H 0 Jesus, dear Master, forgive me I I travel
not out of 74y sight,

Past iy love | cannot get me, nor where 7Ay
strong hand may fall,

O »aviour, with courage endue me, and my
wounded heart make hale,” )

And again the heavens held angels, apain the
road grew plain,

And the happy Dbirds sang carols of “sweet
shining after rain.”

And the preacher gained a shelter where they
piticd him, hard bested, .

And their hindness soothed his spitlt, and he
broke with them thank{ul bread.

They changed his sodden gatments, and
washed hiin of the mire,

And "twas sald that that night In meeting there
came down Ieavenly fite,

Toronte, 8. A, Cunzon,

——————————

THE RUSSIAN MENNONITES.

AN account of the Mennonites in
Ruysia is given in the German periodi-
cal Das dusland, by Mr Gregory
Kupczauko, on the basis of facts fur
nished him by the Russian school
commssioner for the Caucasus, Cytil
Petrovich Janovski,  From this ac-
count it appears that the Mennonite
colony emigrated from Germany, chiefly
from Prussia, in the sixth decade of
the century, and settled in the Crimea,
Thence they have spread eastwardly
and northwardly, toward the Caucasus
and Sibezia, During the past twelve
or fifleen years a great many of them
have again emigrated to Bokhara and
America; and there are now hardly
more than 10,000 of them in Russia,
They are leaving that courtry, partly
to avoid compulscry military service,
and partly, as they allege, on account
of the hard conditions of life thete, and
of persecutions.

‘The real grounds for their leaving,
it is alleged, Tie in the religious strifes
among them. ‘These arcse about
thirty years ago, when the New Men.
nonites, or True Mennonites, as they
call themselves, began denouncing the
others as enemies of the Russian Gov.
ernment.  They declare that they
alone follow the true teaching of
Menno Simon, and that they are called
to restore the Brotherhood to its origi-
nal purity. They abstain stricily from
the use of spirituous liquors and to.
bacco, and -from all indulgences, and
keep' .themselves separate from Men.
nonites'not of their:sect, ., , ;.

‘Fhere ate also the Old :Mennonites,
whp are. not beyond.ther-New Men-
nosites in. partisanship,; and the two
sects mutually recriminate one another
as destroyers of the faith; and each is
ready to accuse the other before the
authorities.  ‘T'he Government does
not attempt to decide between the
two, but locks upon both as equally
troubleseme.  Of the official commis-
sions that have been sent toinvestigate
matters, sonie have heard one side, and
some the other; and in either case,
going no farther in their inquiry, have
returned with only half the story told
them, to make a prejudiced report.
The Government, consequently, looks
unkindly upon both., The local auth.
orities take advantage of the oppor-
tunitics given by these disputes to vex
the sectaries, curtail their privileges
and impose upon them. ‘Thesituation
at last became very hard for the Men.
nonites.

The emigrations were immediately
provoked by the enforcement of the
general military  obligation in 1874,
The recruits who stayed at home were
permitted to serve in the forest corps
tn the Chersonesus. They petitioned
against a contemplated assignment of
them to arsenal work on the ground
that it was contraty to their religion to
make arms for the destruction of men,
More recently full military seivice has
been required, and this cannot fail to
ma{:e the emigration still more gen.
eral.

The Old Mennonites are less strin.
gent and ascetic than the other sect,
and permit some degree of sensual in.
dulgence and worldly pleasute, They
practise adult baptism publicly admen-
1stered to persons whose ftness to re
ceive the ordinance has been approved ;
and no one among them is allowed to
marry till he has been baptized, Those
who lead disorderly lives and neglect
the ordinances of the faith are excluded
from the congregation.

The New Mennonites insist on the
practice of righteousness. They at-
tach no value to ceremonies, but look
to the inner life apd walk. They do
not make baptism compulsory, but
will administer it to fit candidates at
any time and place; and they do not
forbid the marriage of unbaptized per-
sons,

In the scct of Jerusalem Friends, or
of the ‘Temple Court, instead ol bap-
tism, the minister, in the presence of a
number of the brethren, lays his hand
upon the head of the child and invokes
God’s blessing upon him. From this
time the child belongs to the congtes
gation and is a member of it, whils the
people are considered pledged to look
afier its training, “I'his sect was
(ounded in 1848 by Christopher Hoff:
man, a brother of the famous Court
preacher in Berhin, who is now living

m Jewsalem,

There is but little Cifference among
the three sects with regard to other re-
ligious usages. Their churches are
plain, and, instead of pictores, are
adorned with framed retigious senten.
ces,  “Their ministers are chosen from
among themselves, and must be ac.
quainted with the Scripturcs, poscess
oratorical talent, be of stricthy moral
character, and abstain from spitits and
tobacco. There are higher and Tower
orders of ministers, but the Jerusalem
Friends do not admit any distinctions
in a hierarchical sense; and the selee-
tion of mimisters is referred by them to
a mristeriat council, instead of being
made, as in the other two sects, by
the congregation at large, Great im-
portanc ¢ is attached to the education
of the young, The schoolhouse is,
after the church, the most important
building ja cvery. Mennonite vilfage ;
sometimes the school is taught in
the church. Attendance on school
is obligatory from seven to fourteen
years of age, and uncxcused absence
1s purished by a fine. The teachers
are trained at the Halbstadt Cen'ral
School, and have to pass a public
examination. From the Volkschule
the pupils pass, if in good circumstan.
ces, to the parish school or the Gym-
nasium ; otherwise they return to their
homes. The domestic and social Lfe
and housckeeping of these people ate
held up as exemplary. Matters of
public intetest are considered at mass
meetings called for the purpose.
Weekly social religious meetings and
Sunday classes for the childzen contri-
bute to the maintenance of the morai
standard, Secular festivals are not
encouraged, and only two-~those of
May and of the harvest—are generally
observed.—N. ¥, Independent,

THE PEW RENTAL SYSTEM.

OnEwould infer from articles recently
published, written by distinguished
clergymen, that this system was the
one great sin of the Church, and the
chief hindrance to gathetizg 1n the
masses.  Change this and have free
churclies, and the millennium would be
upon us. It will be noticed that those
who advocate this so strongly, are
men who, bave always been, pastors, of
targe and, flourishing, churches which
could casily work .any plai ‘whatevez.
The writef-is reminded by-them af'a
young graduate, .whose instructor. in
Pastorat, Theology went:fiun the semi-
nary td a large’ cuty church, and never
knew practically the ways and means
of a village and country pansh, and
whe in his lectures on the conduct of
the prayer-meeting, would have it go
on lhively from beginning to the ¢nd,
stopping short long talks and long
prayers, cte. ‘This young man was
going to conduct the prayer-meeting in
his village parish on this plan; but,
a'as for bis plan, he found only one man
present, and was glad to have him talk
and pray aslong as he would, and then
called upon the women.

This question of raising the salary,
is one almost entirely of expediency.
What is good for one church, may not
be for another. If there are more
families than pews, the pew rental
system will raise the revenue in the
easiest way ; but if there are more pews
than families, it is a failure. It is
indeed possible so to conduct the
rental system, that respect be had 1o
the one with a gold ring and goodly
apparel, and it be said “ Sit thou here
in a good place,” and 1o the poor,
“Sit theu there,”

But this is not the spirit of the
churches ; the poor man is welcomed,
and scats are freely provided him, and
it may be questioned whether he is
not the rather injured by not being
asked to give something, cven if only
a penny a week, for the support of
the Gospel. Even in pew rented
churches, the seats are practic-lly free
to all who will occupy them., Pew
renters are not only willing, but anxious
to give seats to strangers.  Gentlemanly
ushers areatthe door for thevery purpose
of giving seats to all, In the evenings,
scals are plenty, and the most crowded
chutches advertise that all are welcome.
The troubleis not so much in the mode
cfraising the reventes in the chutches ;
but in the masses, poor or rich. They
do not love 1o go to church, they do not
want to hearthe Gospel ; they must be
compelled to come in,

A minister preaching on the text
* No man careth for my soul,” said * It
is not true ; the very sight of the church
and sound of the church-bell, speaks to
yoursoul. And ifyou do not care for
your own soul, why should any one else
careforit?” Mot a word can be said
against the anxiety to get in the masses,
but it must not be forgotten that the
masses, poor and rich, are sinners, and
will not come to Christ that they may
have life.  They are thoughtless and
rroud and sinfu), and do not love the
truth,

Under the old system, by which the
money for building of the churches was
1aised by selling the pews, there was an
anomaly in dudicating the church w

God, and it has been found difficult,and

S

in some cases impossible, to change to

any other system,

It will beallowed that it js very fm.
portant that fanulicy should sit together,
and any system which breaks up this
custom, would be undesirable.

The plan adopted by several of the

Detroit churches, obviates the objection
which may be raised against the réntal
systam, and also retains whatever is
valuable in the free pew system.
card is sent out 1o every one desiring a
sittiag in the church, on which he is res
quested to sigaify how much he is
willing to pay for"the support of the
church, weekly, monthly, quarterly,
yeatly, as the case may be, and also to
signify the numbers of three pews which
he would prefer to occupy, In case
two or more prefer the same pew, the
one paying the most has the preference,
orit is decided by lot. “This gives a
sitting to every one who supports the
church, without distinetio., of rich or
poor, or of place in the chutch as high
or low,
. 1€ now the occupant of the pew dur-
ing the previous year be given the pre-
ference of the same pew another year,
every poitt of difficulty would be
guarded. Liberty must be given the
trustees to send back the pledges for an
increase, if the total does not meet the
expenses of the church.  The office of
trustee has not been enough magnified
by the Church, as cori csponding to that
of deacon in the New Testament, and
it may be that there should be more
prayer tor them, for upon their faithful.
ness depends fargely the spiritual wel.
fare of the church.—New VYork Evan-
gelist,

Mission Work,

T

W. F. M. s,

ANWUAL MEETING OF THE EASTERN
DIVISION,

A LIRGE party oi delegates met on
board the steamer at Pictou on Wed-
nesday, Sept. a5th, for P. E. I, to at.
tend the meeting of the W, F. M.
Society, which was to be held on the
merrow in Charlottetown,

The day was pleasant, the run across
the. Strait- delightful. - On arrival in
Charlottetown: a little: before sunsét, a
committes.of welcome met thatstrang.
;%10 s00n found ' tempurary home
i pleasant families’ where- they: were
given a most cordial welcome.. U

¥FIRST DAY,

At ten, next motning, Zion church
was well filled by visitors and residents
of the city.

The meeting, was called to order by

Mrs. Bumns, of Hahfax, President of
W. F. M. §,, taking the chair and giv-
ing out the hymn, Miss Edith Burns,
Home Sectetary, presiding at the organ.
Tha meeting alt joined in singing * All
Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name.” ‘The
Scripture was read by the President,
from Luke, * Who is my neighbour ?”
Miss Faitbanks, Halifax, led in prayer,
followed by the singing of ‘ths
78th hymn. Mrs. Robbins, Truro,
led in prayer. Hymn 228 was sung,
and Mrs. Tupper, Dartmouth, led 1n
prayer,
The President, in a few words, gave
an outline of the work for the day.
Mrs, Ewart, Toronto, President of the
W. F. M, Socicty, Western Section, and
Mrs. Marton, missionary from Trinidad,
were met at the door by Mrs, Laird,
and conducted to seats on the platform,
the m ting rising until they were
seated, The address of welcome was
read by Mrs. Fraser, of Charlottetown,
.-u'mcll1 teplied te by Mrs. Munro, Antigo-
nish,

Report of Pictou Preshyterial was read
by Mrs. Copeland. 1t showed a member-
shipofggs, intwenty-four auxiliaries, lour
mission bands, and lite members., The
treasurer’s report, read by Miss Car
michael, gave the amounts from the
auxiliartes, mission bands, and life
members, 2 grand total of $1330-
§7v an.increase over the preceding
year,

Halifux Presbyteriat report, read by
Mrs, Baxter, Halifax, showed 1,200
members in twenty-six auxiliaries and
thirteen mission bands. Thetreasurer’s
report showed a revenue of $1,149, an
increase of $190,

Teurg  Presbyterial, read by Mrs.
Gunn, Truro, reported in auxiliaries,
bands, and one new life member, 630
members, whilst the treasurer’s report,
read by Mrs. Robins, thowed receipts
$909, an increass over. the preceding
year of $230.

Oa motion of Mrs, McMillan, Elms-
dale, seconded by Mrs, Mcl.ean, the
teports were adopted.

A few remarks were made by Mrs,
McLean, Strathlone, C. B., on training
children, boys as well as girls, to work
for Forcign Missions. Mis. Gunn,
Truro, also spokc on this subject.

Miss Faithanks read the repoit of the
President and Recording Sscretary’s
visit to Cape Dreton, ‘They expect
that two Peeshyterials will soon be e
ported on that Island,  Nominating

Commitiee was appointed.  Hymn 160

Als

was sung, and prayer by Miss Frame,
Shubenacadie, closed the motning ses-
sion,

At one p.m, the ladies wete inviled
to dinner in the basement of the
church,

AFTERNCON SESSION,

Mrs. McRie, Charlottetown, read
the report of the Istand Auxiliaries, and
Mes, Miller, the financial statement.
23927 was received this year, a
marked increase over the previous year.

Miss Burns read reports from Cape
Breton and New Brunswick, giving
account of work in those places, as yet
without a P'resbyterial.  Also a report
from River John, N.S.

The President, Mrs. Burns, read her
annual address in which she alluc.ed to
the pleasure that Mrs. Morton's and
Mrs. Ewart's presence gave to the meet.
ing. She alluded in touching terms to
the sudden death of the Foreign Secre-
taty of the Western Society, and in-
stanced it as a loud call to work while
it is day.

The report of the ‘I'reasurer of the
W. K. M. S.,wasread by Mrs, McMillan,
Elmsdale. It showed total receipts of
$5 220 to date, and more expected.
This report, moved and seconded by
Mrs. Muntoe and Mrs. McLean, was
adopted.

Greetings from the Methodist Society
were read by Mrs Johnson; from the
Baptist by Miss Davies ; and from St.
James' church, Charlotictown, (Inde-
pendent,) by Mrs. Brown.

Hymn 5o was sun;. Then Mrs,
Ewart gave a brief address, describing
the work of the Western Division, and
was followed by Mrs. Morton, Trinidad,
who told of her twenty-two years' prac-
tical work among the heathen Coolie
population in Trinidad,

Mrs, Robbins, Truro, read an ad-
dress from the W. C. T, U, lately in
session at St. Siephens, N, B., conveying
sistely greetings and asking the aid of
all workers for Christ in suppressing
the liquor traffic,

A letter was read from the Y.M.C.A,,
offering the ladies the use of the
reading room,

The session closed by singing the
209th Hymn, and with prayer by Mrs.
McLean, Strathlone,

. Adjourned to meet at half past seven
ina public meeting presided over by
Rev. Mr. Mahon.

Meeting opened by singing * Jesus
shall-Reign®”  Rev. Mrn Sutheriund,
Richmond, Halifax, read Isaiah, chapter
ix. Rev. Mr. McLeod led in
prayer, Rev. W, P, Archibald, of Caven.
dish, P.E.L, addressed the meeting.
He said, We have a history in F. M,
Work, Thank God for the men and
women who went to the heathen from
our Church. Their lives are our jn.
spiration ; they recall the histoty of the
Geddies, Gordons, Mathewsons, Mor-
1sons, and others, who laid down theit
lives on the shores of heathendom. We
are led to a fuller consecration by the
memories of their lives. "Tne HolySpirit
is the Guide; without His aid all is
naught. The Apostles waited for His
~utpouring. ‘T'ne Holy Spirit can rais2
the most degraded of earth's races to
the dignity of Sans of God. Conse-
crated lives, and consccrated means
are wanted.

“QOh, for & Thousand Tongues to
Sing," was then sung,

Mrs, Burns, President of the W. F.
M. S., Eastern Division, read & brief
summary of the thirteenth annual re-
port of the Society, which shows some
progress made.
Presbyterial Societies formed during
the year, viz, those of Sydney and
Victoria, and Richmond, both in Cape
Breton.  Six Auxiliaries have been
organized, viz. : P. E. 1., Halifax Ladies’
College, Pugwash, West Cape, C.B,,
and McKenzie's Comer, N.B. A
branch Society has also been formed at
Clifton, EI. Two Mission Boards
have been formed in Halifax—one in
St Matthew's church and one in Park
street church.  Five new life tnembers
have been added—-four in Pictou and
one in Truro, There are now, in all,
ninety Auxiliaries, and thirty.five Mis-
sion Bands, with about 4,000 members.
Between $5,000 and $6,000 have been
raised duning the past year.

Mzrs. Morton gave a mort interesting
account of the character of her: work
among the Coolic women, cspecially in
their homes, They are a thinking
people and it is not unpleasant to teach
them. Some ol the experiences Mis.
Morton had in her work were amusing,
still such did not hinder reaching their
hearts with the Word of Life. If you
go into a Coolie house, about ten by
twelve fect, in one corner is 2 bed, but
no chair, table, knives, forks, plates or
stove, but in a corner, a fire, over which
a rice pot is boiling. 'T'here is no flue
to carry off the smoke.  With the ther-
mometer from 70" t0 the nineties in
the shade, the house is warm., Mrs,
Motton hoped some mroney wounld be
given her tor work among these
women,

Rev. E. Snith, of Middle Stewiacke,
a member of the Foraign  Mission
Boird, had beea delegated by the Board
10 convey to the Woman's Foreign

Missionary Socicty their congrawla:

‘There have bren two |P

ticns on the ext:nsion of the Society
and their valualle contribution to the
funds of the Board. e spoke of the
powerful influence of women for good,
and instanced the ‘ct that while men
formed clubs to propagate skeptical
princip'es, wonien ture * their atten
ton 10 hospital work, caring for the
Poor and other hencvoleat objects.
Awakening an interest in missions was
one in cvery way worthy of women;
the Board rejoiced inthe success which
had attended the Society’s cfiorts, and
Beartily wished them God-speed.

Rev., Mr. Mortonn had been twenty-
two years in ‘Trinidad, engaged in
mission work among the East Indian
population of that island.  QOther
churches take part in supplying the
spiritual wants of the white people
of Trinidad, but our Mission was the
only one among the Coolics. When
the Mission was begun, only some
25,000 of those people were there, but
they now number 60,000, or one-third
of the whole population of the island
which is 180,000, About 2,500 arrive
from the East Indies every year,of whom
only 500 return at the end of their five
years’ service, leaving a permanent ad.
dition to the population of 2,000 a
year. When they arrive, with very few
exceptions, they are all heathen. They
speak the language used by 100,
coo,c00 of the people of Hindustan,
and our Mission may yet be an im.
portant means of spreading the Gospel
in India. They had no converts in
their Mission for three years, but at
length an opening was made, and they
since, amid some discouragements, had
met with fair success, Connected with
the Mission, nine day schools and six
Sunday schools were now in operation.
Every school building was used for re-
ligicus teaching on the Sabbath. “The
Government was more disposed to help
these schools, and the question for our
Church to consider was, whether they
would enlarge their operations and
sweep the whole ficld, or drag alongina
circumscribed way, Ifthe Mission could
be made to embrace the whole of this
people in Trinidad, the field would
probably be left to them. As he be.
lieved Goverament help would be avail.
able for our schools, ha favoured en-
larging the Mission band, Another
missionary was required immediately
so that he (Rev. Mr. Morton) or Rev.
Mr. Grant might be enabled to give
more time to training native teachers
and missionaries,

SECOND DAY.

Morning session opened by Presi-
dent, reading from James: * Faijth
without wotks is dead” “Come,
Blessed Lord,” was sung, and prayer
was offered by Mzs. Munro, River John.
Some time was spent in a revision of
the constitutioas of Presbyterials. After
a free discussion, the amendments
passed. After devotional exercise, in
the afternoon, the roll was called, and
eighty-five delegates answered to their
names.

The election of officers for the ensu-
ing year was then held.  Mrs. Burns
was made President, and the other
officers were, with one or two excep-
tions, re-elected, and some new names
added.

It was decided that 3,000 copies of
the report be circulated, one member
in each family to receive one,
The subject of combining Home and
Foreign Mission work aas then intro-
duced, and a general dissent to the
roposition wis expressed, though an
Increased interest in the Honve ficlds
was warmly advocated,
A resolution, presented by Mrs.
Laird, was teceived, its purport being
a request for more intimate connection
between the Foreign Mission Board
and the Soctety as an impottant aid to
the work.
After paying teachers’ salaries, some
$1,500 remained.  $i100 was given
Mrs, Morton, $250 to St. Lucia, $250
to Demerara, $300 to support a teacher
in Rev. Mr. Laird’s charge in the
(l;lt:;thwcst. and the balance for Triai-
ad.
Addresses were  delivered by Mre.
Morton, on the nceds of each section
in Trinidad,
Mrs. Ewart gaye a most valuable
address on the pleasure of a zealous
and faithful carnestness in working for
the Master.
Votes of thanks were passed to the
people of Charlottetown ; to the steam-
ers and railways; to the newspapers,
for notices; and to the Y. M. C. A.,
for the offer of the reading room.
The meeting closced with singing and
prayer, to meet next in Fort Massey
church, Halifax.

e ————

NotHiNG ever happens but once'in
this world. What 1 do now I do once
and forever. It is over, it i gone, with
all its cteraity of solemn meaning.—
Carlyle.

Mcsks brohe the tables without
breaking of the law ; but where chanty
is broken, the law itself is shatteied,
which cau not be whole without love,
which is the fulfiling of it.—Sir Z¥os.
Browne,




