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THE ANNUAL ADDRESS

1)3 the Rctiringc Cliairnian, Rev. E. Barker, was delivcred on the first eveningt to
a, large congregation. llie followiuug is a bare outlime

Tiouglu ive hiad grent, reasoxi for thankfuhîiess that the Roll of the Union tvas
nuibrokeni 1)3 death, oui- uatural feelings c<>uuuleed uis to nuote te decease of foi
iiiisterial brethiren, Who, if inoV iii connection with uis at the last, hiad either beeni
so once, or lied be in full sympathy and iii co-operation with us, and ttvo of
%i1(>n liad îîassed throughi our College ; viz. :-Rev. P>. Sheuiks, J. Middleton, A.
fiur-pee, auud J. Porter. Through grace our lusses Nvotild be gain to us, by the
8tiunuileitiing and p)urifyiuug influiences they were calculated to iiulart.

It Wft5 not easy to select a topic )lut of the miauîy that prcsent thenîiscives, ii
the busy huniii of oui' day, suitable for the occasion. But we should, nt ail

*events, avoi(l that, species of iîypochouidriacism iwhich couîsisted in searching after
sore sp)ots iii oui- dlenounîuîatiunai proceedings, and( aggravating theni until the
body becantie actually diseased. This would inevitabiy lead Vo suicide. WVe
diohuld rathet' lear» to kuoîvw our principles and v'alue tlieni, so that we would love
to Ivork, tixeui out. Thiere would then bc hecaltit and gruwth. Teo inuici couifi-
doulce was soinletinlies J)laced iii statistics, an(l irong inferences were oftim drawil
froiu thent i» estinmating oui' strength. Truth and purity are a better criterion
thant niunbers. The latter are soinetiunes a source of wveakucss. Principles also
uuuay spread and becoune iinftîsed into other bodies with greater rapidity than the
nuxuiierical growti of a bocdy, just as the tains becoune absorbed into the earth and
*thereby l)roinîte vegretation. The different evangelical bodies are ail influencing
one anuther ini this way, tiîuughi w fancy, whether currectiy or utot. that we it-
fluence otiters more than Vhey dIo us. We iiay borrow compactniess and couisoli-
dationi fronti then witiîout, sacî'ificimg indepeudeiice and freedoni ; but we imipart
to thelli a hlighieî appreciationi of pure conmmtunion, freedon front the tranmnels of
Iiinited creeds, and greater iutdependence to separate congregations. Pride or
prejudice shoifl not I)rev'eut, our being willing thus to give and take ; we would

ibe thie losers by noV doing su. AIl the denouninations should therefore regard
theinselves au trying to hielp, rather than to hinder, one another, as we should al
be engaged le the one warfare. Titis wouid bc the flrst step towards effecting
Christiant uniio-nabout w'hich so inany of our neiglibours are now concemnng
theunselves. And titis, subject, denuands our most serions consideration. If we
settie down cont(ented w'itit the pi'esent, state of things in the Citurcit in titis

trespect, ive disregerd our Saviour's feelings and prayers. We shotuld overcomie
the difficulties if possible. Lt was a current objection Vo organie union that suc1
tvas opposed to the aiialogy of naturie-- diversity ln unity. But it ivas just the
ooutrary. Our.present divisions w'ere caused by an unwillingliess Vo tolerate
diversity in unity. Those of kindred tastes and opinions joined together, and
excluded others. Eaclh denomination wvas now, iii a nicasure, restricted of
necessity to its own peculiarities in teaching, tvorsitip, and literature. Hence, as3

1a natural consequence, ig-norancec and bigotry. Another objection ivas, that as
divisions hiad hielped to purify the Church, tiîey would sVili produce, te same
effect, and organie union wouid lead to stagnation. But the same iiiighit be said
o>f afflictions, and even sin. lu fact, it ivas not the division of tnic Christians,
that hiad beneflted the Churciî-tiiis liad Nveakened lt-but it ives the elimination
of the pure front the impure. IV was said, too, that, while a united organization
tvas imlpossible, spiritual untion tvas sufficient. But would a nere spiritual tunion,îîdstich divisions as now exist, lu unr cities and towns, h a. sid
a posties iii Vieir day-say, for inîstance, in the Churcit at Jenisalitu or tiuat; et


