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TWO FRONTIER CHURC-ES.

1xV JANET CA\RNacHAN.

(Read 211d ]uIy, 1890.)

Lt oughlt to be an interestingy and instructive task to trace thie hiistory
of these two chiurches of Niagrara, St. Mark's and St. Andrev's, dating-
almiost a century back, the One 1792, thle other 1794, and sec how i-nany,
links in thie hiistory of our fowni and even of our country can be filled in
from those records, whichi give an ever shifting kaleidoscope of different
nationalities, of pioncer life, of rnilitary occupation, of the red mani,
Britain's fiaithiful ally, of the poor slave here for the first time by anly
nation freed by legal enactmnent, of strenuous efforts for religrious liberty
by appeals to Governor and Qucen, of swcet church bells, of booming
cannons and blazingy rooftrees.

The often-repeated sneer thiat Canada lias no hiistory lias beenl so
easily refuted iii the case of our eastern Provinces îvith thieir store of
Frenchi chiiva-lry and Saxon force, of inissionary zeal and Indian barbari-
tics, of fortresses taken and retaken, but stilil tbe phrase lingers %vith i-e-
gcard to Ontario. Sur-cly, %ve ni this Niz,%ara peninsula lack notingir to
disprove a statenient wliixr, to their shiame, many ainong us allow to
pass as if it were a trutli. \~ !ici we think thiat within thie last twvo cenl-
turies four races have hecre foughit for empire, that ivitizi sighit of us arc
traces of the adventurous La Salle wîho, traversed thousanids of miles by
sca and land to, perishi so miiscrably on the banks of the river )f his
search ; whien wve tinkil of this spot as anl Indiali camping gyround, of the
liles of France yielding to ou r own flagt even before WTolfe's grn-at victory,
of the landîng hiere of loyal men driven frorn theiir homes of* plenty to
hiewv out in the forests of tliis ncwv ]and a shielter under- the flag they loveci,
of invasion, and three years of bitter strife, surcly wxe have a righlt to say
we hlave a history.

In mny atternpt to sketchi the story of these two churches I hiave anl
ample store of very différent material.s, a picturesque çyrey stone 'chur-ch
withi projccting butessand sqaetower pepn tlio îr te branches

of magniificent old treces, many tablets inside anci out, tomibstones hiacked
and de-faced by the rude hianci of ivaz, anl old register clating back to
1792, kept withi scrupulous incatness, aIl thiese in the one case ; in the
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