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purpose are :îow being miade mueh, lhevier thin for nerly.
Rails importecl for ordinary raîlroad lîlrposes inight very
ewýiIv he sold fortise on electric rondh. It iwutld luie nli
'aiiiiller- to adopt the Ainerican iuçthod of itnlpotitig a bpecifie
idtîty uipon ail kidg of rails, whicli nutid bi iii cîtire accord
wvit h the Caniadianl tarifi'las ajqlliçtd to lighit sections of

-;Iriictura1i steel. It wûtild bc %vcll, thonî, to make the duty un
ail steel rails, and on ail structural steel uniformn at $7 per
toi). At présent prices this would lie about equal tu an
aid v'a1orein duty or 30 pet- cent.

Another illogical lîrovi4inn of the existiîàg tariff ils with
regard to thec heavier ';PrtionQ of rall aîîad :lhaltes , anid thu
faret may~ be pointedl ont that tiiler it w~hiIc the înantifactîîrcrs
of steel iîigots and billetq are given pirotection to the extent of
$2 ppr tn, if mort- capital and more labvý arc lin estcd b,3
thein iu the conversion of their products into the highier formns
of rail,; and areliitetural qectious, flu currcýsl>unding lJroteu.
tion is afrorded.

Tlon uili qtre&cs cannot be laid upoîl the fact that te
«-ncouirageinett grau ted in tie way of Custoins duties to
(Caisadian proiltncer of iron and steel is % ery larguly fur the
Ibiirlpoqp of protecting our home miarket froni tiiirair uui-liviitinn. b-it s.tpel railq arc, in tht' free libt, lcamiîîg Caîî,îda
open cc, bc a slaughter mnarket for the ovcrproductioîî of other

enitiSq is too ivdntyad jaaiîîfill3 the case iii the
rteeît lnrgie pitrehasLce of Germiai rail, b3; the Canadi.in
Nortliern Railway Co.

STEEL~ RAILS AND THE TARTFF.
A startliiîg aiiiionncenmeut was mnade hist week to the

efrect cht the steel rail departuient of the Algoia Steel Co.,
tSatit Ste Marie. Ont., hîad beeu clo.sed, iînxnediately fol-

lowing wvhich this explaîîatory statpmt.nt wais pîîblishied iii
The Globe, purporting to have licou -Put ont by 'Mr. P A.
Clergne, presidcnt of the cornpany :

'Plu- rai) mil]ii 'as shult dnown, baing fillcd ail urdters.h)ooketd, which have amiouîîtcd to somnethuiîg over 30 000 tous.The eompany hope to citre tlîe Teîniscaming RiiIway orderoà ulicli tu -tart up again. 'fiera being no duîy on rmilscoining into Canada, the preselît siaugliter price of Germaîîrails lias ciîalld the Canadigiaii ruada. to tiàppl3 thiacr reqluire-intts at prices .c s tlan eost at the S no o'%%s 0 inig to greatdiflercnce iii labor conditions. The Soo milîs iii cvery' siep ofIîlîeîr processes, fromi the mines to the finislicd jiroduc'î, p.iyAincriezu aes amtuutitîng on te average to 100 lier cent.more than Germa> wagtb. Cainda ib aîoi scîdîing atîroadovPr $.fffl annxîally for rails, of îMhîch amutînt mort- chan,$4,000.000 woîild bie expendrd in Caundin wanges andînaîeri:îls, if these orders iverc given to the Soo iîîills. TheSoo nîills have eost over S.3,000,000, and over .500 mon arethi On aont of CmPl ontt by thet. clobing down.
Withoît doubit thecection of t-he Algoma, milîs wns a

cîirect rosait of the action of the Ontario Govertinent, begîin
whilc Sir Oliver Mowat, was premiier, and contiiîued through
the nd iiiîuistrat ions of lion. Mr. Hardy and lion. G. IV. ltosiz
A houinty wvas proluised upon the productioni of pig iron iii
Oist.irio, mnade froni Onitario ores; and liberal concessions %werc
mnade iii other direction:s wliichl have restîlted, nîong otIher
îhîîigz,, iii the est.aUltîsliinent of the AlgomL works. It was
oîîly a fow moîuîlis ago chat the rolhing of the finst steel rail
eer made iii Canada for use in ra ilroad construction wvas
aîîniolînccd in thisjournal ; and the hope wvas entertaitied that
thiereafter îîo stecel rails would bce imnporte(], except iii cxcess
,f tlîce apacîty of lonîeýsticinîlîs ta sîpply. Itis truc thnt the
Algona nîills have bicou actively iii operation ever since Ohnt
Urne uîîtil îîow iii tic production of rails ; and it caine as a

paiuîfuil surprise a fewv dîîys ago tic anuoîincenîeut that the
Canadiau Northern llailway Co., an entîrely Cacndiau concerci,
bail laced a large ordler for steel rails %vith a Gerînan rail
ilaufilcturer, tic rcasou giveni being that thc cost of thei
Geriati raili %ws lesâ than the cost of Canadian rails.

Thiisjoîîrîal bas always contended thîît 11o steel rail miii
could (-%er Lie successftilly operatcd in Canada as long as steel
rails wvere admittedl duty froc. WVe woîîld iîot care to assoit
that tlîe Onîtario Guvernint, %vhîo have done so mucli to
rncourage the establishmenit of tîte steel ail industry in this
pro% ince, iior the Algumat Steel Company, who have, as )Iir.
('lergue states, iii'. etcd maure tItan S,ý3,uué, Uuu in tlîcîr Sauît Ste.
Marie WVorks, %%eor înisled into doiîg what they lîad done; but
iii vie%% of tlin fact Vhnt protcctive duities wcre împosed lîpoîî
other hea%3 shmaple.- of.-teel, the.,hail reason to believe that
as soon as a Omînadian mnill vas prepared to roll steel rails,.jnst -so sooni iould ant aduqitatu proluctivo dutY be imposed
upon the article. Had this been doue,' the Algoma milis
woîild not hiae been closed, and the track of tlîe Caîjadiau
Nortlîerii Railway v.'ould not be:equipped with Germnait rails.
l'le statement is niad iii Amiecnu, British aud Germait
papers that the priccs ubtainil fur l.iermnan rais, wiien ex-
ported, are cuisiderably less thaa prices obtaincd when tiîcy
are used iii the construction of G;erman railroads. Wcrc
steel rails dutiable uinder the tariff, i would bave been coin-
pe-teîît for te cubtuiu ufficui-à tu %alue îînported rails for cus-
toniq purposes, at tho fair and truc mnarket price in tlîe country
produciiig thein, aud that regardless of %vliatniiglit bc actually
paîd for tbemu by tlîe importer ;an'd that is one of the protec-tions provided by Uhic tariff ngaiust frauduleut valuations, nd
ta preve.nt tlîis beiîîg made a slaughter mnarket for Uic pro-
ducts of low priccd labor of otlier cotintries. Thai, rIa
%vould work did an ad valorcin clnîy prevail ; but in case a
speriic duty prevailed, thiat duty %voîild have ta bc added to the
price paid the forcigiu maker, and tlîat would mnost probabîy de-termîine whiether Canadian railroads woîild lic built witlî Ger-main rails, the pruduct of Gîerisa cbeap labor, wlîile a most
vahiablo Canadian industry lay in idlenesa, and Catiadian
workimen forccdl to face the inclemnencies of the weather %vîîlî-
otît occupation.

Th'le 1itUation isoune of t1ep comîccru t0 evcry lin ii Cati-
aIa, and it i to bie lîoPcd that as 50011 as the Dlomniion Par-
Hîanent assembles, as it will imost prob:ably do ia Fcbrnrv.
'tePl rih will lic î,Iaced in the dutiable hast of the tariE.

N'T.- Menîtionî is made cl.5ewherc in these pages to te
ûfl'h't that the Aglýolu-t Steel Co. bias been awarded a valuable
rontrat-t hy tie Ontario Governinent for mauufactuiug rmils
for the Tcmiscamiîig railroad, mîou in course of constructioni,
aiid b3' the Doiîiiit Go'.crzîmeit fcr rails for the Inter-
colonial Railway. --

CANADIAN FOREIGN T«R.DE-.tl COMPARTSON.
At tic recent Detroit Nationial Rcciprocitv Longue cou fer-

curec. samo facts aud figures %vero introduced beariîîg tllu';,
thc trado between Canada aîîd Great Britain and Caaa:îîîl
tie Virîited S:tatc.s which are worthy of consîder.at:oti. Tit.se
fluets are collatcdl froîn tlîe Dominion trade nd navgmîî.tîmi
rétîîrns for Uie fiscal yeai- eîided witlî Jîînie 30, 19o2, aîîd showbt
thiat the trade coniditionîs during tliat year do not difl'cr
îîîatcriaily iii elaractcr froin the conditions of the inimed nîelv
precding ycars. The imîport perceutage of total tmate wilil
Great flritain wvas 20.66 per cent. With tho 'United SL-ateý,,
without iLlcluding precious ract.iis in the exporte, 72.81 lier
cenL. WVitm Germany 80.23 per cent, With France 8.3.27


