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When tho furious storm rageth through the firmanent, when tho heavens
are dark with tempests, when thunder rolls and lightnings fly, tho soul of
man 1 bis pnmitive state, his theologieal framo of mind, s filled with
awe.

To bis trembling exclamation, What is that? ho rsets for answer The
thunder is the voico of God ! Jehovah, Jove, or Lord !

He holds tho lightnings in the hollow of His hand! They are theo
thunderbolts of His wrath ! His terrible vengeanco! Who may abide tho
day of Hia comiag ! .

‘This is Comte’s theological stage. »

By and by, after man begins to acquiro positive or real knowledge of the
Phenomena of naturo by means of observation, oxpericnce and reflection,

iis first step out of the theolagical slovah of despond is to consider it the
essence of things which acts in this mauner. .

\When a storm is raging he conceives that the spirt of nature is abroad
and permeates tho warring clements.

This is Comte's metaphysical stage. . .

Eventually along comes Franklin with his kit and compels the lightniag
to come down from the clouds to his fect to obey tho behests of science.

This is tho positive or real stago of Comte’s positivo philosophy

It is evident that tho positive philosophy is a preliminary phase of
thought leading to the popular prevailing evolution philosopby of the
present day, tho ultimate re«ults of which Haecke: summarises,

It clearly follows from tho multitude of testimonies that establish the
truth of tho ovolution philosophy that the mental differences between the
lowest men and highest animals are less than those between the lowest and
highest men. . . . . .

And if together with this we tako iuto consideration tho fact that in
every singlo human child meutal ifo develops slowly, gradually, step by
step from the lowest cundition of animal unconsciousness,

Need we still feel offended when told that the mind of tho whole human
race has in like manner gono through a process of slow, gradual and his.
torical development.

Can we find §t degrading to the human soul that by a long and sjow process of
differentintion and pcrtecxing. it has very gradually developed out of the soul ot
vertchrate animals.

‘This objection which is at present raiscd by many sgainst the evolution
pbﬂosothsls quite incomprchensible,  Our ancestors may bo a great honor to
us, but it is much better If wo are an honor t0 them,

Tho cvolution philosophy ox?uxms the origin of man and the coursc of bis
historical development in tho only natural manner.

Waosce in his gradually ascencive development out of tho lower vertebrata,
the 511-,:1@! trium?h of humauity over tho wholo of tho rest of nature.

Wo are proud of having so fmmensely outstripped our animal ancestors, and
derive from it tho consoling assuranco that {n future also, mankind as a wholo
will fojlow tho glorious carcer of n ve development, and attain a still

ghor degreo of mental rcrfocdon.

Vhen viewed in this light, tho theory of deszent, as applicd to man, opens up
the most cnwouraging prospects for tho future, and frees us from aﬂ thoso
anxious fears which have been tho scarcciows of our opponcnts. 1t is tho truc
ﬁnp{l. the glad tidings to man of deliverance from the degrading superstitions of

cology.

\chc{u!. cyven now, foreaco with certainty that the completo victory of the evo-
Jutjon philosophy will bear immensly rich fruits; fruits which have no cqual in
the wholc history of the civilization of mankind.

The first and o8t completo vesult, tho entire reform of blology, will neces.
sarily be followed by o still inoso important and fruitful reform of anthropology-

From this new theory of man, theee will be developed a new philazophy, not
liko most of the nh;isyslems of metaphysical speculation hithertoprevalent, but
one founded upon the solid und of comparativa zoologs. A beginning of this
Las alre: 45 been made by tho great philosoplier Herbert $pencer.

Just as the perfecting of tho cvelution philosox;hy first opensuplous a true
understanding of the real universo: soits application to practical human lifo
must ofen UN 8 nete tawards maral perfection,

By fts aid we shall at 1ast hegin to-mise ourselves out of the state of gocial

m, in which, notwitustanding the tuch vaunted civilization of our
century, wo aro still plunged.

Comparnd with our woudrous progress in phivalcal science and its practical
applications, our saystemn ogéo\'cmmc of administcring justice, of national
m;lbc:lk?ﬂ';‘ and our wholc gocial! and mral organization remains in o statc of

"This social and moral bardbarism wo sball never overvomo b‘)‘ tho artificial and
perverse tradning, the onesided and defoctive teaching. the inner untruth, and
the external tnsel of our present state of civilization,

It is ahove all thi necmarﬁ 1o mako a complcte and hnneet return o0
nature and to natural fonx. This return, however, will only bocomo possible
when mansecs and understands his true place in nature.

He will then no longer constder himself an exception to natural laws, but
begin to sock for what islawful in his own aclions and thoughts, and endea-
vour 20 lead a life according $0 natural laws.

He will como to arrango hislife with his fellow croatutes, that is the tamils
and the state, not according 2o tho laws of distant cceaturica. but acconding to
the rational principles deduced from kmwled?c of nature.

Politics, mo and tho principles of Justice which are still drawn from all
pousible smmurces, will have 10 bo framed in accordance with natural laws ouly-

An cxistenco worlhy of man., which has been talkod of for thousands o
T o hitheet Panction of the humea mind is perfect knowl !

0 highost function of the human min cctknow {ally dovelo
coasclousncss, and tho moral acuivity arising from it odie, tally developed
1Xnow thyeelf, was the cf the phl]oaox':}tcu of antiquity 10 their {cllownien
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And whilst increarad knowlodge of a¢lf becomes in the case of every indl-
vidoal man astrong force ur-iniz to an increased altention to conduct,

Mankind ax a whols wm%c od 10 & higher path of moral jerfcclion by the
knowleIgo of {is truc origin, and its actual position in nature,

Theaimplo religion of nature which grotws fram a true knowledgo of herand
of her inscrutable s1oro of tovclations will in futune c~noble and perfect the de~
velhpment of aankind far beyond it degree which can pessibly e attalned
:zg%x;‘ :h:c {?gggcc of‘lho mnmf‘:u;lo{xs bx:izllg}i(;ns ‘;\r the churchea of the various
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of human developmont, rich in bleselngs; a period which was choracterized by
the victory of freo enquiry over the despotism of authority, and by the powerful
cnnoblinginfluenco of tho ovolution philosophy.

This articlo is published in pampblet form, prico 15¢, or £10 per 100, Also
uuiform in stylo anrxll price, *° Tho l-:v&uuon Philosopby.” and the * The Philoes.
ophy of Herbert Spencer.”

0:.NIONS OF THE PRESS.

Tue FREETHOUGHT JOURNAL—From the comments of some of
our contemporaries on the receipt of the first number of 7%e Free-
thought Journal published by Messrs. Cooko and Hargrave, Munag-
ing Editors, Toronto, wo were inclined to consider the articles it
contained unfit for the perusal of moral boings. We bave the
issue of 13th Qct. before us, and while we tell our readers frankly
that the writers for this Journal, openly profess thoy are infidels
of the Tom Puaine stamp, and hold the author of The dge of Reason
as their standard bearer, we must admit thas tho Editorial and con
tributed articles are written by men of learning and scientific re-
search. Wao quite agree with the Journal in the soveranco of
Church and State, and the non-enforcement of religious viewsupon
any class of the community, but we by no means desire our readers
to consider our views in accordance with the articles of fuith of the
« Freethickers.” * *—News, L'Original,

FreernoveHT - -The Jer=nal, conducted by the Freethinkers of
‘Toronto, shows evidenteo  ulo management and editorial wniting.
Wa endorse but a small moicty of the ideas advanced in our con-
temporary, but we can, as liberals ia more than politics, appreciated
some of the arguments advanced by thoso who are prominently
indentificd with the publication. It is well printed and edited. —
Kingston British Wikg.

Tue FREETHOUGHT JOURNAL is the title of a new weekly which
has been lately started in Toronto, and of which the first two
numbers havo reached us.  Its typographical appearance is haund-
some, and 1ts ed-torial management is marked by good taste and
judgment. Its motto is, “ In things demonstrated and certain,
unity , in whatsoever may be doubted, free diversity ; in all thugs
charity.” Its tone is marked by candor and moderation, and nust
commend itself totho common sense of all.  Pubdlished by Cooke
& Hargrave, Torouto, at $2 per year.—Jroguvis Times.

THE TWO APPRENTICES.

Two boys were apprentices in a carpenter shop. One determ-
ined to make himsclf a thorough carpenter; the other « didn'c
care.”  One read and studied, and got books that would help him
to understand ths principles of his tind(.  Ho spent his evenings
at bowe reading.  The other liked fun best.  He often went with
other boys to nave a ¢ good game.”  * Come,” ho often said to bis
shopmate, “ leave your old books,; come with*as. What's the
uso of all this reading?

« If I waste tilese golden moments,” answered the boy, ** I shall
loso what I shall nover make up.”

While the boys wero still apprenticts, an offer of $2,000 ap-
peared in the nowspapers for the best plan for o State House, to bo
built in vno of the Eastern States. The studious boysaw the
advortisement, and determined to try for it.  After acareful study
ho drew out his plaus, and sent them to the committee. Wo
suppose he did not reaily expect to gain the prize; but still he
thought “ thevo is nothing like trying.”

In about a week after a gentleman arrived at the carpenter's
shop, and enquired if an architect by the name of Washington
Wilberfores lived there.

« No,” said the carpeater; “no architect, but I'vo got an
apprentice by that name.”

Tho young man was summoned and informed that his plan had
been accepted, and that the two thousand dollars wero his, Tho
gentleman then said the boy must put up the building ; and his
emplayer was so proud of his succes that ho willingly gave him
his timo and let him go.

The studivug young carpenter became one of the first architects
in tho country He made a fortunc, and stands high in the
cstimation of evervbody ; while his fellow prentico can hardly
carn food for himself and family by bis daily labor.
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