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vreate a fedling of disappointment in the
mind, and do not often come up in aplendor
uf diction or strength of thought to some of
the great masters of modern times. In one
sense this is true, but not in another. The
construction of the ancient sermon is essen-
tially different from that of the modern, In
the former there is less lagical precision, and
greater looseness of arrangement, but on the
other hand thére is generally more subtlety
und originality of thought, more directness
and fervor in the exhortation; and besides,
we ought to recollect that much of what the
Latins call the vis vivida is necessarily lost
in the process of translation, It is quite im-
possible to convey the wonderful plasticity
und beautiful eadences of the Greek original
futo the form of English traustation. We
present our readers with one sermon of the
antique cast, and if it should interest, we will
give unother now and then from the -same
exhausiless wine.
ATHANASIUS,

‘This celebrated Patriurch of Alexandria
was born in that city, about the year 298, of
religious parents, of whom hie was the only
son. lfe early displayed great strength of
mind, and was orduined to the clerical office
in 319, becoming the friend and confidant of
Alexauder the bishop, whom he accompanied
to the Council of :Nice, in'325. He was -but
twenty-seven or twenty-eight vears old, when,
upon the death of ‘Alexarder, he hecume his
wuccessor.  For half a century he was-at-the
head of the orthodox party in the Arian con-
troversy, which involved him in serious dithi-
culties, and wae the means of his spending
twenty vears of his official life in banishment.
He died, however, amouy . his -affectionate
peopiv,‘at-Alexandria, in the yéar 373, - His
works, the hest of which were wristen in re-
tirement, are chiefly controversial,  His Ora-
tions amd Discourses ugainst the Arians, one
of which is here given,are considered among
his ablest productions. ‘'Ihe writings of
Athanasius -are distiviguished for clearness

und moderation of-style, and are fall of noble,

sentiment and lofty expression. He ‘evi-
dently posseéssed o desp tind, invingible
courage, and -a living fuith ; and to his noble
Hefence of the truth, éspecially of the doctrine
of the Trinity, as now substantially held,
must lie'attributed, .in rio, small degree, tlie
prevalence of someof tiie dssential truths of
the Christian fuith.

CHRIST THE ETKRNAL GOD

wdness; therefore God, thy God, hath anointed
Ahee with the-oil-of glidness above thy fellows,

A ll-thy:garments smell of 'miyrth, arid‘aloes,
aad cassiz, out of the trory paldces, yh;reuy they
have piade theeglad."—<Faalm xiv. 7, 6.
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Fand by
*Thou lovest rightcausness and hatest wick-"
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1 Behuld, O ye Arians, and acknowledge
even hence the truth.  ‘The Paalmist speaks
of us all as “ fellows ” or “ pertakers” of the
Lord j but were He one of tjmse things which
come out of nothing, and of things generate,
He Himself hud heen one of those who par-
tuke. Dut sitice he hymned Him as the eter-
nal Gad, saying, * ‘Thy throne, O God, is for
ever and ever,” and has declared that all
other things partake of Him, what conclusion
must we draw, but that He is distinet from
generated things, and thut e only is the
Father's veritable Word, Radiance, and
Wisdom, which all things generate partake,
being sanctified by Him in the Spirit? And,
therefore, He is here *“ancinted,” not that
He may become God, for He was so even
fure; nor that He may hecome King, for He
had the kingdom eternally, existing as God's
image, as the sacred oracle showss bat in
our behall i« this written, as-before.  For
the Israelitish kings, upon their being an-
ointed, then became Kings, nut.heing so he-
fore, as David, as Bxsekins, as Josias, and the
resty but the Suviour, on.the contrary, being
God, "and ever ruling in.the Father's king-

.} dom, and being Himself the Dispenser of-the

Holy Ghost, nevertheless is here "said to be
anomted, that, as-hefore, being-said as man
to be ancinted with the Spinir, He might
provide for us more, not-ouly-exaltation and
resurrection,-but the indwelling and intimacy
of the Spirit. And signifying this, the Lord
Himself hath said by His own mouth, in-the
Gospel dccording to John, I havesent them
into the world, and for their sakes do I sane-
tify Myself,-that they may-be sanctified in the
trath.”  In-saying this, He has- showa that
He is not the sunctified, but the Sanctifier; foe
He is not sanctified by another, hut Himsalf
"sanctifles Himaeif, that we may-be sanctified
in-the truth. lle who swictifies Himsell is
Lord.of sanctifieation. How, then, does this
take place? What does ke mean but this?
*1,-being the Father’s Word, give to Myself,
when beconie man,®the Spirit; and Myself,
beconte man, do I sanetify in Him, that
henceforth in Me, who am Truth (for ¢Thy
Word is Truth'), all may he sanctifizd.” .
IL. 1f, then, for our sakes, lHe sanctifies
Himsell, ‘and dées this whea He becomes
man, it is-very plain that the Spirit’s desecent
on Him in Jordan was a-destent upon us,
‘because’of Tis bearing our body. Aud it
did not-take plice for promotion to the Word, ,
hut again for our satictification, that we might
share His-anointing, and thas of us it might
be said, Kriow ye not that ye are God’s tem-
"gle, and thie Spirit of God dwelleth in you?
for -whén:the Lord, as man, was washed in
Jordan, it-was ‘we who were washed in Him
Him. And when He received the
tSpirit, we it’was who, by Ilim, were made
-recipients’of it. And, moreover, for this rea-
a0n, iot:as "Aaron, or David, or the rest, was
Hevanointeld with oil, but in another way,
aboverall His fellows, * with the oil of gluds



