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ledge, -worthy of the name, mlpst be founded
upofl them. And, if we would desire to un-
derstand the commotions and upheavals which
are nt present going- on ini the world of
tbouglit, wve rnust peactrate beneath the sur-
face, and endeavor tu grasp the philosophical
lirinciples ivhich lie nt tAie founidation. If wve
nucceed in accoifflishing this, ive 8halI be
able to perceive order and r-egu-tlarity in the
confliets and commotions wvhich we behold;
if %ve do ixot, everything iill present the ap-
pearance of confusion and 8enseless strife.

There is yet another motive wliich I %vould
desire to liresent to you as an incentive to the
careful study of philosophy. It is within the
ephere of philosophical science chiefly, thatthe
confliet in the interests of truth, and virtue,
and religion iii the present 4ay miust be carý
ried on. Aud if you would wish to do service
in that cause wbhicli ouglit to be dcarest to
every true-hearted man- 'the cause of trutb,
you must niake yourselves fainiliar ivitlî the
principles wlîich are at stake and the conse-
quences wihich flow froni them.

Putting aside iiîjuor différences and pecu-
liarities, %ve mity say gcnerally that the world
of philosophical thinkers bas ranged itself ln
two dîfferent and qpposing hosts, and under
two differerit banners. On the one band we
have the advocates of vhat has been called the
Transcendental Philosophy, claining for ruan
and for the ptinciples of his nature, an orighr;
and dig>nity higber than earthly. T['ey look
tipon bita as drawing the first beginning of bis
existence lrom some gloriou8 spiritual nature,
iufinitel), perfect la its power and eternal la
its durationi The), regard him as being pos-
sessed of principles of truth, and beauty, and
goodness, which confer Upoti bis nature, and
ezîbiance its worth. The8t principles tbey
canuot regard as stpringiîtg from the earth, as
being ln any wvay t he prodttct of mere sense
or feeling. Tbey are tahivernal; tbey are
necessary; they are immuable; they are
the most sacred endowment of our nature;
à id those wbo dçsire ta viadicate for theta
tbLeir proper dignity and value will refer
t iem to the nature of the great first cause
ut our being who has muade us 'what ve are.

On the other baud, vwe have the supporters
of wbat bas heen deriominated the positive
pbilosophy, who refuse to recogni1se any such
thing as power or cauce la the universe ; wbo
cannot, perceive anything ia the nature of
man wbich, does flot originate la sense; 'who
detract froni the dignity and value of our
principles of truth and virtue by denying to
theni an- sperior origin or universal autho
rity; and who are 8o iatent upon exanaining
the mere phenomena of nature, to the exclu-
gioiî of objects which do flot and caunot be-
long to nature, tbat tbey neyer elevate their
thought to the Great Suprenie who la our ail.
ihose thiaker8 who take this position, o? ofle
approaching to, lt, are at present numerous
siad influential. Tie ar busily engaged lu
every field of scientliÊc research; they are in-

defatigable in their exertions to extc'nd and
coasolidate the cause to %vhich thev have de-
voted their energies; they bring into the field
extensive learaing, talents of a high order,
devotion to the-ir cause, minds well equippcd
ivith everytbing irhich is (itted to ensure suc-
cess la thé contest, and unm-ixed aniinosity and
coatempt for those priniciple8 ivhich, by their
opponents, are hield most siaered.

Th'le contest îvhicb is at pren-ent going on
between these two opposing partie,% ought to
awakea the most initense interest in our
minds, inasmuch as therc is iavolved la it the
cause of tr'utb, and morality, and reŽligion.
It la nccessary that ail -%Yho %vould desire to
do service in the sacrcd cause of truth sbould
makce themselver familiar Nvith the position,
principles, and aloi of those wbo are eagaged
in, the struggle. And as a necessary meaus
of doing so, tbey muust become acquaiated
with the great philosophical. priaciples which
are involved la every movement of the think-
ing world. 'rime would faîl me, upon the
present occasion, to enlarge upon this subject
to such an exteat as its importance demnauds.
I trust enough bas been snid to awaken ia your
mind an interest la the subjeets to which wve
are benceforth to devote a large share of our
attention.

There la juat one word of counsel which I
would desire to addrcss to you before con-
cluding. Always endeavor to kcep a high,
ani before you lu tbe prosecution of your
studies. «Yu are possessedl of faculties and
talents, for tbe proper improvemnt o'f wbiih
you must be held responsible. The perfection
of your nature, by tbe barmninous develope-
ruent of all its faculties aud powers. la the
bighest end of a liberal education. This end

n never be attained, by making randoin,
spasmodie efforts, or perfloraiing your duties
lu a careless, perfunetory marnier. Let your
mnotto ever be "Excelsior"; let your labors
be conducted upon a systernatie priaciple and
witb some definite and wortbv end la view.
And wben you bave sougbt nfter trutb for its
own sake, wheu you have educated and dis-
cipliaed the faculties of your ruinda ta their
greatest capacity, you wvill bave discovered
also that you have been fulfilling another
great end of your being, ln providing your-
selves ivith the moist ample men of personal
en'joyment, of benefitting your fellow men,
and of serviug the cause of truth.

A PELIGIITFUL LE CEND.-There la a
charming tradition conuected with the site
on which the Temple of Solomon wat eredt-
ed. It le said ta have beea owned ia éoni-
mon by two brothela; ohe of whomn had à
favaity; thé other had fione. Ou the -spot
was aown à lleld of wheat. On thie evening
aucceeding the barrest, the wheat haviiig
beetà gathered ira separate shocks, the eldkr
brother aed unto bis wife: Il"My younger


