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a body-guard of prfional warriors, mounted, well and uni-

formly armed, aàd practiued in the art of war. Nzverthelâ, the

main defenee of the eomitry rested with tbe 'f. d. " The Daniah
invasions put it to the severdst test and reverled its military de-
feet&. It was one of the moeft notable aehievement,3 of Alfred to
reorganise and remontitute it. Thus reformed, with the suppert
of an ever-growing body of King's thegna, it wrought great defds
in the days of Alfred, Edward, and Atheistan, and re.overed for
England àceurity and peaec. In the days of their weaker succes-
sors, horitver. ail the forces that England could muster failed to

keep out Sweyn and Canute, and, above ail, faiIed to hold tEP
field at Hastings.

The Norman Conquest might have been expected to involve
the extinction of the English militia. For feudaliam as developed
oy Willia-m I. was strongwt' on itu military aide, snd William 's
main force was the levy of his feudal tenants. Bat quie the eou-
trary happened. The Norman Manarchs and their Angevin sue-
cessors were, as a matter of fact. niortally af raid of their great
feudal tenants, the baaîn and knights through whoni the con-
quest had been effeeted. Henze, as English Kin.cs, they assidu-
oualy maintained and fostered Anglo-Saxon institutions, and
partieularly the "fyrd," whieh they used as a counterpoise to
the feudal levy. They even called upon it for continental Ser-
vice and took it aerosa the Channel to defend theïr French pro-
vinces. Thus in 1073 it fought for William 1. in Maine; in 1094
William II. sun. oued it to Hastings for an expedition into

Normandy; in 110-9 it aided Hlenry 1. to suppresu the formidable
revoit of Robert of Belesme, Earl of Shrcwaberry -. in 1138 it

drove back the Scots at the Battie o! the Standard; and in 1174
it ieieated and captured William the Lion at Alnwick. So valu-
able, indeed, did it prove to be that Henry Il. resolved to piceI it upon a permanent footing sud"eleary to define its position.
With that. view he iasued in 1181 hi, "Asise of A=m,&"

II. edtoeva ReguZoiiotu.

Int3 the details of the <'Anize cf Arma" it is unneeeusry
here to enter. Are they rot written in evcry advanced text-hnck


