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in the far W'est, howver, should lcarni befoie too late that this
store of fcrtility- is flot inexlîaustible anci that the export of grain
results in soul cxhaustioiî which mnust be mnet by thc application
of mnanuires and fertilizers if thc present conditions are to bc
prcscr-v'c. Unidouibteclly, the climnate there prcvailing is one
Zhat assists in the conservation of soi! plant food, but this factor,
obviously, is not one that slîoulcl b-- rclied on to the nicglcct of
!replacing plant food.

The difficulty of obtaining iii Ontario samnples of virgin
soi! rej)resentative of large ai-cas hias preventei tne hitherto from
being, able to drawv any conclusions that wotild bc of grencral
importance and value. As data accumnulate, iv'e i-nay bc. in a
better position to spealz inorc clefnitely ancl probably to malp
out tliis province into districts according to the origrinal
character of its soils. In tfic antime, wve can report that in
mnost instances the results wv have obtined shoiv a sufficiency
of plant food for lucrative crops yields.

Unfortunately tlic practice of " burniig " wh'len clearing up
land lias been most disasL.-ous over large districts, destroying
vast stores ot humus and nitrogen, a loss tlîat cari bc replaced
only by m-amzy decades of skilfull procedure and care.

Prom the Province of Quebec botlî lieavy and liglît soils
have bcen received. Many of the fromtier lands are iii a
,condition of partial exlîaustion, owving to the otie.-sided metlîo.
of farmning that has been in vogue. Tliese rnust be built up
witlî green manuring and by application of barnyard, ianure
and fertilizers, thus replacing tliose elemnents that mnany years of
cropping have taken away. Undoubtedly, tlîe virgin, soils of
the areas here referred to were just as ricli in plant food as
thosc of any province in Canada, a staternent that receives
corroboration from resuits obtained iii the examination of
certain newly broken Quebec soils.

H-itherto, the soils from the Maritime Provinces examined
by us have been few in numnber. Such data, as we have
however, wvould gro to showv that their vîrgin soils are capable
zof giving excellent crops under proper treatmnent.


