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IS THERE ANV WORK TO DO0?

W. G. li.
In this isistalment under the above l.eading

1 %wish, to caîl attention to the question of
Lcupes. 1 t is a Ibr.inch of %vorl, Friends have

çngagedl in to a very lirnited extent. Neverthe-
less i. is one ejf no mean imiportance. As in-
dividui.ls it is doubtful if a Jarger percentage

co)uld bie fotind of any other religious society

that apl)rcciates more fully than we a good

1,cture. But sa far as encouraging among
ourseives this talent, it nuay bie said wve are

weak. Truc mani) o>f our young people enjoy

the privileges of literar% and debating clubis,
yet fcwv hecunie lecturers. Lt cannot be for

%%ant of ability.
Occa-i-ionailly we have an opportunity of

c(,atting the value of a lecture, and it %vouid

,seeni t indicate that, so far as the Society is

concerned, our respect and admniration for it,
as %-el1 as for the lecturer, i.- incerea.ed-not Io
say anything of the l)righitetled facuities tlacre-

by lrougoht into its service.

There are niany suljects clobe1y allied with

Our rcli-;otus order tilpni ubIich niuch light

could lie thrown with advantage to many of

our nmenl>ers. Not a fen of our princii)les
and tetrnionies, whose mntnion auaesin

thie niinds of rnIafy, especially the young, very
v2-rue notions, could lw brougTht out iii a lec-

ture, so as to create more than passing interest
ani an intelligent undiers.tand;ing.

Men and wonien there are plentifuil enough
whose cducattion and abliity fit theni for this
work, and the niost needIftl thing for theni is

to se the itece.rsity of lie case.
John J Cornieli a1ud Isaac Wilson appear

upo ithe Temiperance platformi occasionally,
and no doubt a numl>er of others do, flot
farniliar to the writer. To say that the cause
ini theni finds able exponents is putting it miid

ýnough. WVe cannot count the influence of
their public representations in the nianner
alluded to. Friends will remetuber with stLis-

faction and a just pride the visit hast sumnier
of Edwvard H. Magili. Apart altogether fromn
the valuable material of the lecture, we could
not help but feel that our Sodety %vas a home,
not for narrow but for libera!-njinded people-

people of' vid, ange of thought and cultivate<l
powers'. We COuld flot help but asiocinte the
lecture and the lecturer with our Society. It
inspire(l uï with more confidIence in ourseives
and mnore respect for ourselves as a Society,
and if wc did flot quite appreciate ail that the
lecture containeci, it was probably owing to

the infrecîuency of such a cliscourse.
It w>uld, 1 believe, have a niost saIutary

effect upori us were we to have weli prepared
lectures upon such subjects as the following
rnay suggest:- The kise anrd -Progress of the
Society, Our Distinguibhed Dead and Living,
Friends and Slavery, Intemperance ani Other
Social Evils, Relations in the Ihome, Prison
Life and Reforni, Society the Individual and,
l'unishincnt, Separate or Public Schools,
Rieligion in Public Schools, The Sacrifice of
War, A Paid Nlinistry, Music Secular and
'Sacred, Ju<iieiai Oaths, The Oïigin aIn Corn-

îilation of the Bible, The Early Church, The
East atig Lt; l'copie, l'he Characteristics ot
Sects, andl su forth.

Thi: visit last summier of E. I. M. %vas, it i,
to bie hoped, but .he inauguration of a prac-
iice. Tue writer expresses the wish of very
mani' in *lhe wvorcs " Corne .gi1 a< n

otherb wvhose inclinations miay favor the pro-
ject '% iii no< doubt receive a rea(ly welcomec.
There are a greater numbher of I'riends proh-
rtbly on the other side of the imnaginary linc
that divides us, who possess the means and the
leisutre for entering upon this work.

And for those qualified a large fieldl it!s
open outside of our meeting-houses, in whicli
talent an(] God-fearing nxanhood may eidter.

Speaking froirn somne degree zof experience,
there is a class to whomn lectures upon our
principles and the grounds of our faith woul
corne wîth refreshing acceptance--a class large
in nientallity and independence-a class in
sorne of whoni the desir'- for usefuiness induces
a union with somne church in spite of their
viewb, or in o*tiers of whomi the dissatisfaction
Mwith the practices and faith. of the ortho(lux
churches causes thern to drift away into in-
difference. I refer to the university and ,h-ro-

fezsionoe/ studenWs. WVere our views inteliii
gently and lovingly brought to their notice,
our Society and the cause of truth iiight


