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ment) as it oughit to be-tuec fcdcral
governiient, did not give to the frec
and inidependenit States thecir distille-
tive constitutions, thieir riglits, their
powers and tlîeir priveleges; but the
independent States gave a constitution
an(l a powver, but limitud, to the federal
governent-hience the weakncess of the
Exceutive and the Iveaknless of the sup-
posed Suprenie llIcad. But the féderal
governînent lias been gradually en-
croaching on the riglits of in(liviua
States, and cven statesinen and pol-
iticians have been divîcled upon the
correct interpretation of Zke constitii-
tion of the Uniitcd ý'ttes. The jiistly
celebratcd Callioun di-stinguishced Iiixa-
self as the champion of State righits
wlîile the no lcss distinguishied Web-
ster, and sucli men as Clay and Adanis,
were the defeniders and advocates of
faderai riglits, and a national interpre-
tation of the constitution. One of the
inost spleneid orations ever dchivered
by the great statesman, Webster, W.Is
in defence of the federal governnient,
aind a national interpretation of the
constitution of 1789. le said,
44The governmnent is the independent
loffspring of the popular wvill. It fi:
thec creature of State Legisiature; nay,
mnore of the whole truith mnust bc told,
the people broughit it into existence,
establislied itý and have hiitherto slip-
ported it, for the vcry purpose anongst
ýothcrs> of imposing certain salutary
restraits in State sovercignties.-
The States cannot niake ivar-thcy
cannot control allianccs-thev caîmnot;
mnake, eachi or itself, separate regula-
tions of comnmerce-thIey cannot levey
imports-they cannot coin xnoney."-
The Arsenal, the 3its, tlic Custoîns,
the Piost Office, belongé to the federal
gevernmnent. The great statesman,
Calhoun, contcndod for the riglit of
the State to nullify nects of Oongress,
by adverse legisiation. The presenit
ticubles ini the Soutli are the conse-

quence of opinions tlîus propourndcd
by great inca, in iv'ho took ad(verse
viewvs sf the saine consý,tituitioni--adl-
verse viewm; of thc rights of States
Iwhca colinîzîg in collision witlh the
righits of the nation. TIhe (lifficulty
wvilli in ail prohability, lead to a d11550-
lution of the fainiily comnpact. For
diiciultics muust nccessarily arise out
of it. TkfrismcteFgtv
Slave LaNw. The Northerni States coin-
plaia, and coinlbn justly, that this
Ian' is an encroachminct upon thecir
rights as Sovereign States, and ihence
they have passcd -11personad liberty
bils", iii order to nutllify this aet of
Congress. The federal goveraniient
cannot be strong and permanent, while
it is possible for adverse legîsiation to
take place, and an individual State
niay conie at any tiîne ia collision ivitli
the federal governmneitnt. Thus Wis-
conisin, resisted, and resistcd success-
fîîlly, the fecral. powers, and the
Sîmpreine Court of the State justificd
the Statu authorities lii rcsisting, op-
posing and setting at defiance. the au-
thority of the federal govcrnmncnt.
The checks and balances iînposed by
the respective States in ordcr to -ward
off the encroachînents of the central
poiver, must eventually weakcîî and
dcstroy the authority and influence of
the central governuient, and uiltiimnate
ruin nitist be the consequence. The
great que.stion of Slavery, the crimc
and the national sim of the United
States, is the great question of the
prescut tine. It lias taken deep hiold
of flic public niid, and the moral
feeling of the North is awakcnied to
the sin of holding niankind iii bond-
age; and now, being rouscd to a sense
of the wrong thus inflictcd, thcy feel
the nccessity of trainping slaves and
even siave-holders into thle very dust,
at the very earliest possibe period.
0f course tlîey forin a part of thc great
niodel liepublie; and they miust suc-
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