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Latin, Greekz and French wvhicli eustomn reqiires. WVhen lie
leaves sclhool lie cannot read, wVrite, speak or understand one of
themn. N\owv I do' kuow, froin actual experielîce, thatt an hour
a day for five or six ycars will grive a b)oy or girl commnand of
one foreign lanuuage anid a useful. Iinowiedgre -of a second. Lot
us thon go for two oîily, aîîd relinquisli witliout regrets the
uniatttiniable thiird. It is the three langruagres, iîever really
learnied, wvhich overbutrdlei the sehool coreMre are like tAie
ionkeys wvhich ciutchi at so inany nuts thiat they carry noue off.

No doubt there are boys liore and thiere of exceptionai.
literary gifts wlîo would thirive well enough upioi a school
education largrely niade up of Latin and CGreek. licre are also
a very fcev wlio wvould thrive upon inathoeniatios or experinicutal.
science. But it is îîeithier just nor sensible to niiake these eariy
speciaiists tlhe rule for MAie multitude. The specialist ou.ght to
get tlîroughi the ordiwary course betimes, and work at their owvn
subjects for the three or four years wvhichi eaun be savcd betw'en
the completion of the ordiiiary scliooi-cotirse (fifteen. or sixteen)
and niatriculation at Mie university (ineteen). Eveni for them,
early specilization lias iwany risks.

IlIt is not Nvhiat is doue at school that is s0 important," I'
have more thanl once hieard a schoolhnaster say, <' but wliat is
donc afterwards. *We sow tho seeds at sohool. whichi grow up
into trocs later on. Suredy it is a good thing to gret throughi
the tiresoiie rudiments betinies. Grownitie and wonieii will
not fag at gyra.iinmar, but vhey wili carry on iii after life the
studies which thiey began att schioo]."

Thiero is one thing about thiis argument wichl inoves mie
more thian it wvould soie other i)eople, anîd that is the circumn-
stance that 1 uso(l it mlysoif in ail1 sincerity of conviction a grood
many years aigo. But, unless it is substantiated by facts, there
is not iiiiuch iii it, and MAie fîacts, wlicil yon get at thieii, tell al
the othier wvay, I wiIl ask thc reader to applY the following
test for imiself :-Put dlown on a sheet of paper the naines of
ail your maie relatives, brothers, uncles, cousins, wvho have
grovn. to be mcix, andi also tAie languages of whichi they have
practical. miastery. If your experience at ail resemibies t;hat of
the people wvho hiave made the triai before, you wvi1l find hiardly
a singloe case in Nvich thiere is niastery of thirece langruages and
fcev iii wvhichi there is nxastery of two. Sonie will be found to

know ~ ~ ~~Z oîemdm ln ge welI, mostly because of residence
abroad. Buit the coinnioncst case of ail is that in. whîch nio
foreigi laiiguage, ancient or modern, is possessed. As thlings
gro, it is unusuai. for the lawyer, or doctor, or clergyman, to have


