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tricity, carelessness and dis;order. One \Valt Wlîitman in five
hmndred years is sitrely eîîow-h. Fu irtlîernore, the puiblic shaih
detmand that, in disobeying lawierctofore approved, -genius shial
ernbody and stuggest de.eper and bettet mies. Until genitis can
Ingive an affirmative reply to suecli inqu.iries. innovation should be
riithlessly frowvned dowvn.

Now, 1 have long beeni of opinion that the u'aflt or techniquie
from- wvhicli Irish poetr> -se grievous Iy suffets înia bc traced to
onc prolifie souirce -xvant of patience ini Irish poets. 'lo save
this modest clicturn- -the uniassurning utterance of one %vhio hiolds
the whlole lengthiv line of Irish bards niost dear-fromn being
branded as dogrnatic, and, if possible, re.scue it fromn a seemiing
sterilitv of arrogance, and an deaclnK±s of conitenipt, mit
of whichi nothing cýani proCteCl, sonme explantition is nlece!s;ary.
Let me set out with the provis;o thai 1 -arn flot alludling te) ihe

glrosbandi of Irish balladists. J3aflads-not ballades, %vhich
bear to thie fc"m-er abouit the sanie relation sbki betwveen

Symitlie" and -Smith "in the longf and distingtished line of the
Smniths-forrm a class apart. They are )ernocrais arneng poerns.
They fairly delighit iii the crudesi a1spects of humati life and natuire.
Frecdomi is their dominant note. They prcfer aud(a-ity of invention
to logric and correctness. Iii them freqticntly p)reportion and har-
moniy give place to (lit ect force, if not incolierence. lvery coun~try'
oNves nitch to its balladists, and Ireland is, 1 venture to thiînk,
anieng ilie countries thiat ove most. l'lie lrish intellect is so
cndowved is to gi ve the ly-ric:al Alenietit a pecýuliar predoniinance,
anti lrishi lyrists hiave been nutnieroiîs. The lrisli balladists ai-e
the linea-l descendants of the patriotic Irisl bards of by-golle (lays.
Their work is gi-eat, buit fronm the literarv stand point, it is inmper-
fect. To bc > triking, vivid, psiatis their main object. It is
oeily juist to nieasuire themn by thie standard that is univtŽrsally
applied Io suich wvorks as theirs, anîd uinder thîis trealmient thîey
show uip -%veil ; ueor shouild it lie forgotteîî they neyer se tiiuch as
affected i te olsre f the va ihdand g-ilt. edg-ed votaries of
psetido-clztssýi:ýl iasnenv.nd hollowvness. They neyer bot hered
thleir hecads abouit 4'decdenie" aînd '' art f'or art's s>akc,''
being miore% \itally intere-sted, 1 have no douibt, iii potatoes for
potatoes' sakze. Tliey have stirnflated patr-iotism and braced the


