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SHEEP AND SWINE.

THE MUTTON BREEDS AND THEIR
ORIGIN.

—

Randall olasses the mutton breed as follows:

vary in appearanco and in soveral of thoir minor !
qualities, The Cheviot and black-faced sheep of
Scotland have some peculiarities which entitle
them to a brief notice. Both kinds are of moder-
oto sizo and good shape, weighing, when dressed,
from twelve to twonty pounds to a quartor. Thoir

air is at zoro or sixty degrecs above. It would seom,
thereforo, that, whilo thrift is as necessary in win.
ter ‘as in summor, tho feeder may control tho tom-
poraturo and save & largo porcentage of food in
winter growth,

Wo have just discussed the importance of grass

Tho Loicestors, Cotlswolds, New Oxfordshires, , wool, especially that of tho black-faced, is of very | a8 a part of the ration of the pig. I might rea-

Southdowns, Hampshiro Downs, Shropshire-
downs, and the Oxfordshire Downs. The Leices-

inferior quality. They aro thrifty and their mut-
ton is of tho bust quality, commanding a high

sonably bo supposed that the pig would require
somo fibrous food in winter as woll as in summor;

tors, under tho most favourablo ciroumetances for | price, from its resemblance in taste to venison, | and if green clover is good in summeor, why not

thoir development, perhays excel othors in carli-
ness of maturity, and nono make better returns
for tho amount of food consumed by them. But
they require better sheltor, koep and care than
any othor vaviety. Tho ewes aro not so prolifio
nor 80 good nurses as thoso of the other mutton
families, and their lambs, whon first dropped,
demand o good denl of attention. The mutton is
only medium in quality, and, owing to its great
amount of outside fat, is not generally sought to
supply American tables. Tho origin of this sheep
owes much of its oxcellonce to the sagacity and
skill of the celobrated breeder, Mr. Rakowell. The
Lincolnshire, tho Dorsetshire, the Gloucestershire
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sud is much sought after by epicures. They
aro both well alapted to cold and mountainoeus
regions of the couutry they inhabit. On the up-
per part of the lull in Northumberland, which is
properly termed the Cheviot, is the central locality
of the slicep called by that name. They have
been there from time imme.orial.—Frum a Daper
by Uoun. Bubert Mitchddl, of Princetvwn, Indiana.

l

Ikl Pld IN WINTER.
The great importance of this class of stuck com-
meroially, and the largo extent to which its flesh
is used for home consumption, demands thurough

nicely cured clover hay in winter. Having estab-
lished the necessity of grass in its season, for pro-
motion of health, the writer experimented also on
tho uso of cluver Liay in winter as an addition to
the grain ration.

Having four pigs of the same age, and about
the same weight, they were divided into two lots
of two each., Each lot weighed 150 pounds at
tho commencement of the experiment. One lot
was fed cornmeal, wet with warm water, and al-
lowed to stand somo ten or twelve hours. The
utber lot was fed about two quarts each of short.
cut clover hay, mixed with cornmeal, wet with
Lot water, and allowed to stand the same length

and the New Oxfordshire are large, coarse-woolled | disousvion of itc management in sll its phases. | of time. Each lot was fed without stint upon

and coarse-boned sheep, which have their partisans ,
in particular districts and are
much ocrossed and intermixed
with others, but have not attained
the enviable distinction of being
improved so as to form a distinet

The proper system of winter-feeding requires to

L
g s

i
o g
7 o i N O I
R Pl P
% LA (5 s J
K f

/,t/ ¢

7
17

and extensively popular race.
Tho Cotswolds are a larger,
hardier and more prolific sheop
than the preceding, and the ewes
are beiter mothers. They fur-
nish available combing wool and
are o decidedly favourite sheop
with the breeders of long-wools
inthe United States. The Cots-
wolds, as a breed, are of great
antiquity. Tho Sonthdowns, the
original Sussex or Southidowns,
have, probably, the purest blood,
freo from admixture during the
long period which covera tho rige
and development of the British
wool manufacture and the in-
crease of meat production of any
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its ration, and the experiment continned for 120
days. As the experiment with
grass, the lot on clover-hay and
meal had the best appetite, ate
the most steadily and showed
greater thrift ; bat the lot on meal
alonc were apparently healthier
than those on meal alone in the
other experiment ; but they were
older, and the weather being
colder, were not so feverish. Tiis
latter lot gained 110 pounds per
head ; whilst the lot on clover-
hay and meal gained 148 pounds
cach, or thirty per cent. more.
Since this we have often fed pigs
on fibrous food in winter, and
always successfully. Ieeding
clover-hay in winter may be
novel ; but why should it not be
considered as appropriate to feed
pigs clover hay in winter, as {o
feed cattle and horses glager-hay
in winter 2 The pig ezts green

British sheep. Their improvement has been | bo better sottled. The old “storing™ system, by ‘ clover in sumuer, if he can get it, as profitably
long continued, and is still continuing, appar- , which a pig is sitply kept alive during the win.as the cow or horse; and when farmers under-
ently without the necessity of recurrence to any  ter, that it may bu ready to grow nest summer, | stand tho true system of feeding, clover-hay will
foreign blood for amelioration of a single objec- | has not yet been wholly given up, but raay be | generally make part of the winter ration of pigs.
jectionable point. The Hamshire-Downs—this , found in full operation in many parts of our ‘ —F'rom Feeding Animals, Stewart,

family is the result of & cross botween the South- | country. It does not seem as if every feeder
down and a short-woolled English variety of | should bhave discovered the utter improvidence of
greater size and better constitution. Some writers | this practice. If pigs were like a waggon, a bin L

conjectare that they have also a elight infusion | grain, or & mow of hay, that might be hept over ke the cobs into neat winrows about a foot
of Cotawold bloed. They are coarser in appear- | winter without ¢xpense, there would be sume ex- high, and after the wind has swopt through them
anco than the Southdowns, and their mutton | case for it, but when wo reflect that two-thirds of | 81 hour or so set fire to them. When charred
sells half a cent less per poand in the market, | a full rativn is used merely as the food of support, | rako them down and sprinkle water on the mass,
but taey possess nearly all the good qualities of | without adding anything to the weight or valuo of | 8tit them again, and t.;prmklo again to ba sure
the former and are hardier. They nre favourites , the pig, this practice of keeping pigs through the they do not go on burning and go to ashes. I
in many parts of England, but have net been in- | winter, of at any other time, without constan ; 2OV & seasoning of salt be thrown over the pile
troduced extensively into the United States. The | growth, scems absolutely indefensiblo. there will be a lot of feod for the pigs and hogs,
Shropshire-Downs, like the preceding, Lave been |, As wo bave shown in previous chapters, time which they will enjoy hugely.—Z%oroughbred
produced by a Southdown cross, are very hardy, | is a most important factor in the problem of pig- Stock Journal.
shor:-woolled stock, aud most of the flocks have | feeding. Every week that a pig is kept without . J
also & dip of the Leicester and Cotswold Lluud. | growth, tho feed is worse than thrown away, be-; 1T i6 & matter not sufficiently known, that sheep
They are nearly as large as the last-named fami- | cause it tokes timo to overcumov the unthnity ) 8lVe material assistance in keepx.n.g land free from
lies, and they promise to unite to an uucommon de- | habit, and all the food is lust till growth begins wet.zds. Many of the most pernicious weeds with
gree tho good qualities of the short and long wouls, | again. It is thus evident that the shilful feeder which farmers have to contend are generally
being larger than the former ani hardier, and the ' must strive after continued and unremitting | relished lby Shg‘i’P’ 11(11t.he1rhgarly or goft state, and
ewes aro highly prolific and are excellent mothers. | growth. ultimately eradicated in this way.

Superior specimens of them are to bo found in, Tho winter season should bo no exception to| It is not well to keep sheop too closely housed
the United States and Canada. The Oxfordshire- | this steady growth, although it will require more | even in winter, for they will stand a very low
Down is comparatively a modern family, is of a | food to put on & pound of gain in winter than in | temperature if they are kept dry ; but if left out
oross between tho Hampshire Down cr the South- | summer, unless the tempeorature of the pig-pen is | for any length of time while it 18 reming or snow-
downs and Cotswolds, and the statements above | raised to near snmmer warmth. All animals must | ing the fleeco will retain the moisture, and the
made in respect fo the Shropshires will apply ' keep up their heat by consumption of food, and it | animal will suffer from cold even m moderato
oganlly well to them, though the two families J makes a great difference whether the surrounding J winter weathex.
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