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gatie tîtraugli, togetlîer witlî rucb speculative tlîcor-
izing befare better and lîealtbicr icclitigs prcvail iii
the industrial world.

Tlhc dcparting year lias been marked by a large
iîîcrcasc ai plilanthropic and charitable cndeavour.
Older and lcss demon.trativc scbcmcs of practical
benevolence have been wclt sustaincd, White the sub-*mission ai General l3ooth's plan for dcaling in an
effective mannier witb the wvcak, the destitute and
the criniinal classes af England lias been lailed
titb a nicasure ai fervour and hope that is surpris-
ing. Not tlîat it hias cscapcd adverse criticism and
even ridicule. Neithier is it certain that it will stand
the strain ai practical trial. Tliat it lias bcen sub-
jccted ta kecai analysis is by na mcans ta bc re
grettcd. It is wcll tlîat befare itiception it slîould
bc thorouglîly examincd, and that thase wlîo are
mast campetent ta pronautîce upon its nierits or
dt'mcrits should embrace the opprrtunity ai doing
so white there is time ta determine the possibilities
ai a plan that purpases ta deal directly with ane ai
tbe mc'nacing evils ai tlîe age. The caigerness witlî
whicli it lias been generally wlcomed ar.d the
prompt iberality witlî wbich it lias beenl suppartcd
are ini tlemselves clcecring irdicatîons thatthc human
heart beats rc.zponsively ta getîcrous appeals made an
behali ai thc e iptess and tic destitute. These
tlîings give evidence that a crying cvi içi beginning
ta bc reccgnized, anîd that the path ai dut)' leads in
tlîe direction ai practical effort for its removal.

White there arc evidences ai advancemcnt in the
matter ai material comtort and philanthropicencr-
deavour, arc tlîe higlier spiritual intcrcsts ai man-
kind advancing ? Are tlitere indications ai genuitie
spiritual revival visible ? Cîturclies are sharing in
the gencral outward prosperity. Fine buildings arc
bcing erected. Thlere is a steady increase in the rails
ai Church mcmbershiip. Organizations for cnlisting
the practical activity ai aid and yaung througbout
the cangregatians are being multiplicd. The vital-
izcd energy ini the support ai iorcign missions is
being îîobly sustained. Young men and young
wamcîî in large numbers arc offering for the wvork
ai the Gospel ini heathen lands, and there is
increascd activity in efforts ta bring tlhe blessings
ai the Gospel ta the carcless and indifferenit at
honv±. These are all cheering sîgns. Tlîey butok-en
fervc.ncy of spirit and earncst consecýation. liehiîid
tlieri there nmust be an impelling motive, and wvlat
imruilsc sa strong as the spirit ai Christ in ariginat-
ing and sustaining tliese seli-denying labours in His
naine ? With ail tbis oîtward activity is tlicre a
carresponding advance in personal godliness, less ai
the animatinfg spirit ai the world ? Are tlhc graces
ai the Christian life, tht fruits ai the Spirit, as
plainly visible as they ought ta be? Are tlhc great
lessans ai the Chîristian fith being translated into
the daily lives ai those wha dlaim ta be the disciples
ai Jesus sa that in rcality thcy are becaming living
epistles of Christ, known and read of aIl men ? Be
it the prayer and tlîe endeavour ai aU vho arc callcd
by 1lis sacred naine ta enter aon the New Xear with
the resolve that i shiaîl more #-han ever before bc a
year ti dcvated service for the promntion of the
divine glory and the good ai aur tellow-men.

CO- P1A S TORA TES.

PEO l'E are impressed by magnitude. There
is exultation iii most things that are large.

Great cities, great enterprises attract cansiderable
admiration. Christian people are diqposed ta rejaice
aver great caîîgregatians. Theiq is something
inspirirîg ini seeîng a large building flled by a great
assemblage eagerly listening ta the animated dis-
course a niinistcr, tvho lias a mu'itudc hanging an
his words, feels it easy ta deliver. AI! are canscicus
ai the influence that cames from unity of purpose
when numbers are massed together. A mass-meet-
î'îg, wlîatever its abject. is always mare enthusiastie
than a smnall gathering can possibly bc. It would
be a mistake ta under-rate the advantages possessed
by large cangregations.

Nor are their disadvantagcs merely imaginary.
The minister in a large cangregatian can bc little
cIsc than a preacher; hie cannat well be an efficient
pastar. To discharge bath parts ai ministerial duty
with anything like efficiency is hardîy possible.
Assiduity in anc implies a measure ai neglect iii
the duties af the other. If the pastar ai a large
caragregatiail devotes much ai his time ta the strictly
pastoral wark af the congregation his preaching wil
suifer, and it is the pulpit ministrations that usually
attract large audiences. Inferior sermons or obviaus
inequality in pulpit efforts will act as a s"%lvent and
people will drap off and seek a cburch home else-
where. If, on the other hand, the minister ai a large

UHE CANADJA PRESBYTERIAN.

coilgregation gives his undivided attention to his
pulpit work, it is not possible tlîat lic can givc muchcl
time ta, pastoral visitation. The neccssary caîls
that sickness, bcrcavemcnt, and other pressing
dutics pertaining ta the pastoral office makc an
his time will Icavc little or no opportunity for
any othcr form aof visiting. What, thcn, is an ablc
and popular iiiinister ta do in the circunmstanccs ?
I.; it advisablc that liecocmpromnise betwvecn pulpit
and pastoral work, giving each a fair mcasurc of bis
timc and care ? It is ilot likely that much good
wvuuld rcsult framn an attempt ai the kind indicatcd
ini the division ofaisi labour. It ks bcttcr that ane
man should do anc tliing wecU rather than twva in-
diffcrcntUy, and any number badly. 1-*xcellence of
pulpit ministrations-tlîat k aof the kind that wvil1
bc of bencfib&totaeUi c harcrs-rcqu ircs constant
application and cainest study. Thc idea that lic is
a clcvcr minister wlia can shake a :crmon out of his
coat-slceve ha.3 long since beeni cxploded. The con-
scientious min ister of ta-day caninot permit limself
ta dcpart from thc line laid dawn by Robert Mur-
ray Mc Clcyne " bearcil ail, bcatcn ail for ttic sanc-
ttuarv.' Reading, %tudy, medîtation and prayer arc
csscntial ingredients in cvery good sermon, and these
require that thc mi,îistcr bc kcpt as frce as pas-
sible fram aIl unîîecessary intrusion and distraction.

In order that ministerial visitation may bc effec-
tive and profitable ta pastar and people alike it
must bc pursucd ith sorte degrcc ai systcm and
thoroughr'-ss. A hiasty and pcrfunctory call is
unsatiitactort, ta bath alike. Tlioroughly friendly
relationt, have ta bcebetaiblished and maititained i(
the minister %vuuld enter iully into the moral and
spiritual necds ai his flock. Tlat bis couniscîs,
advicc or admonitions may bc profitable and effec-
tive hie must havc tlhe confidence af those ta wliam
lie ministers. If visitation is ta bc anythîng mare
than a inatter ai iormn in large cangregatians, more
time would necd ta bc spent upon it than any ane
nian cati possibly bcstaw and at the same time
attend ta tic ather duties that ca.not be ncglcctcd.
Flow, tîxen, is the difficulty ta be gat over ? Large
ccrcgation.-b as a gi-ncral thing arc ta be fotind
only in large centres. Can the cldership bc drawvn
upan ¶a a greater extent for the performance of
tlîis neeebsary work aif spiritual ovcrsight ? In tlîis
di-ection it is possible that mare might bc donc by
e' lýers %vhose time wvas in a measu, at their awn
disposaI. But in aur large citics lîaw fe%%, ai those
well qualifled for the office could afford ta devate
the timc necessary for Pnytlîing like effective visita-
tion ? I deserves ta bc îexntioned approvingly that
in most congregations there arceleders wvho have a
keen sense ai the responsibilities imposed on thcm
by their office, wvhose visits ta the afflicted and sor-
roing arc much appreciated, but it is not passible
ta overtake systematic and regular visitation af the
meanbership of large congregations by the eldcrship.

The Newv York Indepen(lent calîs attention ta,
the fact that the Episcopal Churcli in that city is
making decided and satisfactory pragress, and that
in tlîis respect it is unequallcd by any ai tlhe ather
Irotcstant denominatiotîs. It finds the explanation

ini the fact that most ai the larger congregatians in
that body have two ar three ministers, so that there
is an equitable division of pastoral work, and each
reccives equal and efficient service. The saine
thing holds good in the Roman Catlîolic Churcli,
where the parishes are wrought with great care and
diligence, each part af the wark rccciving due
attentionî. Our contemparary specifies Uhe lcadinig
Presbyterian and Congregational Churches in Ncv
York and Brooklyn, yet in nione af them, with tlîe
exception af i lie Reformed Church, is there sa mutcli
as a dual pastorate. In tlîis may be the explanation
ai tlhe fact ' hat in New York the Episcopal
Churches arc Ieading in aggressivcness and effi-
ciency, while the others are little more than holding
their own.

Tlîe question with us in Canada is hiardly a
pressing anc. \Vith the exception ai twa or tlîree
af aur larger cîties, the congregations are nat be-
yond the capacities for work ai a single pastor,
thougb there are several where the benefits ai a co-
pastorate wauld bc appreciable. The tendency--
and it is a hapeful one-is ta plant new churches
in new localities as tawns and cities advance. This,
it must be coniessed, bas been taa long averlaoked,
but nowv it is beginning ta bc better understoad.
Toronto and Montreal have reccntly shown com-
miendable zeal ini this respect, and admirable results
are already apparent. It may bc open ta debate
wvbether a compact, efflciently-shepberded congre-
gatian af maderate dimensions may nat be a marc
effective instrument for the promotion of vigarous
spiritual health anîd lufe than ane ai large dimen-
sions where the family and the individual are last
sight of in the crawd.

IB6cokf3 anb (Naqa3lines.
1 RA'4i E. Ilin'ii &- Co , lrattilci ro, VI , have putili..teil

Word% ni tite "--a watt rol ai thity.two piage% 14 x 21 inches,
adl'îned with a haralsme white cover, fasiened ta an Antique Oak
ltoA. kàch page contains a Biblec gem for m'orning, noun an'd nighî,
in neil, clear type.

TiuitIeaiII4 Ca!' ida,' or IIuuýekeeper's Kitchen Roll for ig91
cantains a bil of tare for each day of the year. tells about buithînl
iaads with directions hnw to, piepait xhem. liiet fur Ithe siclc. Wiat
in (Io in Eniergencies, Antidotes fur ailtlinds of Poisons, etc., etc.,
maling il a valualde id Io any housekeeper, has been issued by
Frank E. Ilouqh & Ca. Publishets, Ilîattleboto, Vt.

Tu I laie Fiances RHIley 1liavergal was witbout doubi the unoit
papular devotional wiiier o'f ihi% ceniury. lier wotks have bceîî
ttanslated ino almost evecy Eutopean tangue, butt it îemaltsed (et
the United States &folie ta aýsue Ihis tiented lady's work without
permission or remuneratiîn. At this lie day a rew edition is being
isItied by Fleming Il. Reveil, Publilser of Nc.w Vark and Chicago,
in which the heirs af Miss 1 lavergal are inteiested and on which tbey
Witt receile royalty.

1-r seemi stranpe that Mfatthew lienry's Com.nentaries, with ail
ibeir paraularity during the mire ibari severi score years they have
been pullished, have neyer been issued in Ibis country in any iiier
style Ihan ihe curnbrous tomes with which Bible siudenis are sa là-
mniliar. The new edition in six volumes recenîly published by Fleming
Il. Reveil is a lisi successful atiemlut tu put ibis much.priaed coin.
mtniary inta exsily haridled volumes. A not lesï sîriking feture is
the faci that ibis bas fiai i>en dolle by a reprint in imaîl type ; cri the
canîracy the type is larizer than in any former edition.

STrRt.:it.riîat-4 Tiuv llaTiglaFN. Anniversary Sermon preacheil
btdorc the v. Andrcw's 13cnevolent Society, of iHamilton, Ont. Dyv
Rev. R. f Limdlaw, I.L.D. <liamilton: A. Lawsari & Co.)-Di.
Liiillaw's alite and cloquent Si. Andrew's serinon, (rom i te tei,,

IAni t sny ltoihet's Ieper 1" Gen. iv. 9, bas been pubiishrd in
nratly prinîed pamphlet firm. IL may bc added ihat in the prînting,
tlackc ink blas given place ta orthodax Presbyterian blue, and on tlie
neaîly-designe.t caiver lte Lion and the Thistie aie ireplacelà by the
Brcaver, an a maple.leai grounid-fitly emblematie of the loyalty of
Scoîchmen ta their Canadian home.

Tita l'scrL's 13111.t. Discaurses upnnliliy Scripture. Brv
josephi Parker, D.D. (Toronto: Willard Tract Deposiory.-The
tiirenih volume ai ibis elaburate work is devoted ta the Proveri.
M, miaabt be expected tramn Di. 'airkets pen, the volume ta rich,
racy and suggestive. lie talles up the ieading fines of thought inthie
ba, k and makles îhem the subject oi bis vigorous and original exposil
ilion At the close ai the volume dicee s a chaptez detotvd te

IPagan Proverbs " in which provcrbs current bath in the East and
in the WNest aie racily commented an. The book is cl oniy worîh
an honoured place an lte liblacy shelli, h merit a careful perusal.

O.sE af the most remarkabie lista ai fanious contributors ever
brouglît together in a single number of a magazine wiil bc prexented
in the junuaiy issue ai The Louiei Homne fouinaïf, of t'iladtiphia.
Theauthors in that nuireber wil include licnry.%M. Stanley, Dr. Oliver
Nendell luolmes, h.l'resident llayc>, lion. John Wanamaker,
Josepîh Jeffersan. lion. Hiannibal laniin, Madame Albani, jamei
Whitcomb Riley, General Lew Wallace, George W. Childi, IDr.
T. De Witt Talmage, Mis. A. D. T. Whîitney, Robert J. Burdette,
Ldward Beilamy, Wit Carleton, Charles A. Dana, Sarahi Orne
Jewett, George W. Catile, Juiian Hlawthorne, NIrs. Lyman Abbutî,
Mrs. Margaret Botnme, and nearly iwerît> ailiers.

ilaRSlt%' TitwvrIirs FOR BusY DAY>. Dy (;. Bruce, B.A.,
minisier of St. David's Church, Si. John, N.B3. (St. John, N.B.:
J. A. McMillan )-Good bouks designed ta sîrengîhen îhoughtful
and devuiut personai picîy are aiwajis varable. Theîe is a need for
such in these days. Mr. Bruce bas donc good service in pieparing
ihis lile but very helpful booliet. There are bni meditatians an
'iver forîy passages ai Scripture, expresse.d in clear and direct langu.
age. These rntditations have nothing in îhem af a morbid sirain ;
they n're as bealthful as they are devont. In bis few introductory
ward5 the author says .Tlîey have been messages af help and guid.
ance on the motnursg. of busy days to the one who has filled tbis litîle
hliset wiîh îhemn ; and if they serve the saine good turti ta anoîher,
the reason for gatberîng tem wîlllie understood.

Titi'.Soa,c OF TiitE E\i.R. A Canadian Epic. Visions and
Mliscellaneaus poems. Ily Wilfrid S. Skeats. (Toronto :HIart &
Co.-The *1Song ai the Exile " is a Canadian epic in five cantas,
and is descriptive af the wanderings ai an Englishman in Canada,
train Quebec ta the Pacitic Coast. Alter briefly reciting the reason
of bis bar.ishmeni, the exile apostroptizes his native land as ils shores
fade in the distance. On reaching Quebec, ils foundation by Champ-
lain and capture by Wolfe form tte subject ai bis tlîought. Passing
(in, Montreal, Ottawa, Toronto, Niagara, the Prairie, the Rocky
Mountains, Victria, and ather places aie vistcd. Ilîstoricai inca.
(lents connected witt eaclî place are recalled, the scenery is descaniedl
upon, and the political questions ai the day are discussed. The
oilier poems in tbis handsome litt volume aie good and spirîîcd,
thougli there is a linge ai mielancholi' running through soine af them.

A. Ni.NMAcI<AY. Pioneer Missionary ai the Church bMissianary
Society ta Uganda. Bt' lis Sister. \Vith Portrait and Map. Au.
thor's edition. (New Vorar A. C. Armstrang & Son ; Toronto:
The Presbyteuian New& Co.)-Of Mackay, ai Uganda, whase inter.
esting life.story, chiefly iroca bit own letters, !S told in this excellent
volume, il.'M. Stanley' says : le bas no time ta fret and graan
and weep, and God knows if ever man had reason ta îhink ai
Igraves and wotms and oblivion," and ta bc dolefu t ad loncly anul

sad, Mfackay hadl. when, after murdering bis bishop and burning bis
pupils. andi strangling bis couverts, and clubbing ta death bis darlr
friends. Mwanga tutneri bis eyc ai deatit an bin. And yet the itaule
man met il wiîh calm, bitte cyts tbat neyer winked. Ta sec ane man
ai ibis kind working day aiter day for twelve years, bravcly and with-
ont a syllable ai complaint or a moan, amoïîg the «Iwildernessl"
arnd ta bear him leari bis liîîie fhock ta show forth Gods loving-
kindncas in the marning and His faiîhiulness every nighi, is worîb
going a long joutney for the moral courage and contentment that
anc derives irom it.


