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! jor the benefit of his health, and to enable him to prosccute The followi: cinht querics are issued by the Comm.iucc put itin tﬁc fire un 1;|c :ulnr.n It \‘;'ns also cx])clcluxl):haicl)::
by the interests of the French Evangelization Board in Britain, on the State ongcl% iui? for the Preshyte {,[ Toronto : sides the prescribed offenings, some free-win offening should
¢ of . A petition from St. Jubn's Church, Cornwall, praying the e oaie K \ OYLery st the | be made,— ¢ that that his hand shall get,"—and such sacri-
the & Presbytery for its consent to the sale of church property in 1. How many Prayer Meetngs in connection with the | feog were often provided by the wealthy and were regarded
wnd | gomwall. and to an application for the necessary legistation, congregation ? . as an act of great merit. "That is what Paul did for these
P i“s granted. -The Home Mission Report stated that an 2. Ilow is the Prayer Mceting conducted ? Nazarites referred to, in this lesson. Num., i, 21,
NG N est effort would have lo be made to maintain the 3. Do the clders and members manifest due sympathy James: called the Just; brother of our Lord, Bishop of
e, |gam ° oy . . ith the Prayer Meeting ? Jerusalem. Wrote the Epistte. In 69, A. D., suficred

I\ tation Fund ficient working order. The | With the Prayer Meeting
e, | o o this Prochtens ot entati 4. To what extent is the Sabbath School instrumental in martyrdom. Two others of that name, James son of
“he mount apportioned to this Presbytery for the Augmentation 4 xient & - ¢ Alpheus, shain by Herod ; and James son of Zebedee, called
o { und for the current year was $750. The report also bringing the young into full communion \'vnh the Lhurch-? James the Zess.
(]l‘.} feferred to French Mission work within the bounds, 5. Is there any method adop.lcd to unpart systematic EXFLANATORY.
ns|:: i nd the Presbytery agreed to apply for a French miss atble instruction to the congregation asawl}olc? o Y. From Casarea (o Jerusalen.
the | $ionary to labour under the supervision of the Ilome 6. Have you had any indications of special religious in- 1. There was a great deal of tenderness and sadness as
™ Mission Cormmittee. Rev. R. I, Warden was heard on the | terest during the year? they were packing their baggage (carriages) that muming

Home Mission Report, and made an urgent appeal on be-
- of }ml{ of the Augmentation Fund, and warmly advocated the,
" French Mission work. Mz, John Ferguson was placed on
he Home Mission Committee, and Mr. John Matheson ap-
_ %ointed convener of Committee on Sabbath Schools,  The
ed ,° Hirst part of the evening sederunt was devoted to heanng an

he | @ddress from Reve J. Fraser Campbell, of Mhow. The
nd |~ brother made an urgent appeal on behalf of the Foreign
e, ?\Iission Fund and work, and was listened to with great
. | sinterest. A call from Lunenburg and Asunmore, i favour
k. f Rev. A. Matheson, of the Presbytery of Winnipeg, was
he ,:’.‘?prcsemed. After due consideration the call was sustained,

o

il < ‘:'nnd the Clerh was instructed to transmut st and all relauve
“papers to the Clerk of the Presbytery of Winnipeg. Mr.
-MacGillivray received a letter of recommendation from the
% | Presbytery for the term of leave of absence. The sections
- of the remit on Aged and Infirm Ministers' Fund were ap-
te ‘Provcd. Arrangements were made for visiting the aid-

m { sreceiving congregations before neat regular meeting. A
as | "notion was made and carried for the reconsideration of the
te | Kenyon bell case, and interested parties were cited toappear
ed | “ht a future meeting. The Presbytery met, pursuant to ad-
to

“journment, at Alexandria on December 31st, 1884. Rev.
at | 7. L. Murray being present was invited to sit as a corres-

b, § “onding member. The.Presbytery 100k up the Kenyon bell
3¢ ¢ fease. Parties were heard, and the matter fully discussed,
as ,'“ﬂgf(cr which the Presbytery unanimously adopted the follow-
of

t ing sesolution s ““That while the Presbytery regrets the
a | - manner in which a part of the funds was collected, it knows
s »‘jxo reasonable objection to the ringing of a bell for public
..worship on the Sabbath, and understanding that a majority
-4s in favour of the ringing of the bell, orders it to be rung
A- | ‘ecordingly.” The call to Rev. F. A. MacLennan was now
m | -tonsidered. DParties were heard, and the Presbytery, having
% ¢ .Jooked at all the circumstances, and the strong desire of the
g | ‘congregation to retain the services of Mr. MacLennan, re-
solved not to translate. The Presbytery has before it for
- "consideration at its next regular_meeting a scheme for sup-
d -7porting a missionary in India. This scheme was introduced
¢ | - by a member of Vankleek Hill Session, and is the outcome
15 | {o( Mr. Fraser Campbell’s addresses.  The Presbytery then
al Afxdjoumcd.—w. A. LANG, Pres. Clerk.
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St i M. JAMES LANG, .

- £ At Chateauguay {Basin, Dec. 19th, 1884, dicd one who
" gnay be among the oldest clders of Canada, Mr. James
; -Lang, whose ripe years were nearly nincty, was an clder of
J B ~'§hc West Rirk, Greenock, for many years before coming to
+ America, and held that office for over fifty years in the vil-
- +lage where he lived and died.  Of that staunch and upright

‘old stock that is only too quickly disappearing from our
e gidst, he was a genuine type ; ever faithful in the petform-
gnce of duty, living a pure and godly life, with serene faith
“and trust in an Almighty Father's loveand care.  His place
" is not onc that can be easily filled, for he was a worthy ex-

OBITUARIES.

"s . ample for the followers of Christ.
: ; ¢ Servant of God, well done.”
d: 4 s, EBENEZER TODD,
¢t 7 The following resolution was passcd unanimously by the

nl _Presbyterians of Churchill, at a late mecting of the congre-
gation 1—
" % That this congregational meeting of the Sccond Innisfil
. %ongregation of the Presbyterian Church in Canada wishes
D 749, at this the first opportunity, and hereby docs, express
B, and record the deep sorrow and Joss whico Wwe as a congre.
i ‘gation cxpericnce in the death of Mr. Ebenczer Todd, an
¢, &lderand father in this Church and congregation.
,| % That while we sadly mourn the abscnce and removal of
our dear brother from amongst us, we rejoice that we
U sorrow not as those who have no hope.”
Kind and loving in his every conversation ; exemplary for

&yalk of life; diligent in his work for the Master while
:bouring in the vineyard ;—our dear brother has left un.
o8 pikeable foot-prints on the road he was travelling. We
"‘Enow he has gone to reap hisf{reward, and that his works
tighall follow him.
/63 That we sympathize and sorrow with the widowed wife
Hn this her great trial ; but we desire with her.to look at the
Aarge, happy and Christian family by which sheissurrounded;
\' nd may we with them accept this carthly bepeavement as &
i@hlessing from the Sovercign Lozd of all,
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{%is truth, honesty and uprightness in all his dealingsin cvery '

7. Have you any special hindrances to contend with ?

8. Is there any other mawer not referred to that would
help to throw light on the state of rehigious hife wathun the
bounds of the cungregation?

It has unifurnly been objected to the very exbaustive set
of queries issued by the Assembly’s Comnuttee i past years,
that they were unanswerable, which 1s n a measure true of
every radical question relating to the hife of another. The
Presbytery's Cummittee cndeavoured tu avoid that objection
by preparing questivns that chiefly relate 1o methods and
results, and can be approximately answered 3 and {rom such
answers it is hoped the nearest possible estimate of the state
of religivus life can be made.

The first question refers 1o Sabbath Moming Prayer
Meetings, teachers’ Prayer Meetings, mothers’ Prayer
Meetings, <tc., one or more of which are heldin different
congregations.

It is hoped the sccond question will clicit some interesting
information on a subject that 1s more and more engaging the
Church’s attention: how to make the Prayer Meeting a
success.

That it is possible even to ask the third question is the
Church’s misfortune and shame. It is well known that
many elders and members do not visit the Prayer Meetings
once in the year, and many who do will not render any
assistance in conducting it. Some numerical or other in-
formation would be acceptable on that peint.

The fourth question, it is believed, will give encouraging
information from some quarters as to the numbers who at an
carly age are making public profession of Christ. Both
numbers and ages would be appropriate.

The intention of the fifth question is to discover whetner
by expository preaching, or courses of reading or lecturing
in the pulpit or otherwise, results are reached that will be
helpful and encouraging to others to adopt similar methods.

These explanations may by some be considered unneces-
sary, but they are offered in the hope that no session will
fail, on account of any excuse, to give some definite infor-
mation to the Committee this year, in order that a distinct
statement may be reported to the Presbytery.

1t is the desire of the Committee that, in each congrega-
tion visited by a deputation, the session meet with the
deputies d¢fore the meetings, in order that by the discussion
of these questions belorchand, they may be able more ap-
propriately to address the people on the different phases of
duty.

If carnestness of purpose will be excercised by all interested
in the cflort, the Committce fecls assured of good results,

R. P, Macrav, Converer.

Sabbath School Teacher.

INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.
A PAUL AT JERUSALEM. i

188s. 1526
GorpeN TEXT.—*And when they Licard it they
glorified the Lord."—Acts xxi. 22.

TiME.—May of 58, A.D.

INCIDENTAL TOPICS.—Pesttecost : Also called ¢ Feast
of Weeks,” 4. 2., 2 weekof weeks, reckoned from the second
day of the Passover when the firstfruits of the wheat and
barley harvest were offered.  This feast was the completion
of the harvest, and two loaves werc offered- -thus beginning
and ending the harvest with religious services. At first it
was only for onc day but afterwards extended to scven days,
hecausg the poor were to be invited and madeglad. It was
on theevening of the day on which Paul arnved 1 Jerusa-
lem that the feast began.

Vows : Vows were intended as an expression of religious
sentiment, and usually took the form of frec-will offetings
as acknowledgments of benefits received, or in anticipation
of some blessing looked for—and as religious fecling is in
danger of subsiding, and an cxcuse found for not carrying
out the engagement, we find wamings against not performing
vows. RBetter not vow than vow and not perform. Of
many kinds the most important was the Nazarite vow, which
was for a certain number of days, thirty, sixty, or an hun.
dred, when they were called ** Nazarites of Days,” or for
life when they were called ¢ Nazarites in perpetuity.”

A Nazarite, during the period of his vow, was to avoid
three things : the use of wine, cutung his hair, and contaet
with the dead.  If & Nazarite should break the vow and be™
defiled, he was to_cut off his hair on the seventh day after

ready to start. They had so many intimations of bonds
awaiting Paul that none could doubt. Every trembling
heart was chinging to the Throne of Mercy. Ilow man
tears have Leen shed and prayers offered 1n connection with
that painful operation ** paching tv go away.” ** There'll
be no packing there.”

Mnasor: * an old disciple of Cyprus, who had a house in
Jerusalem, was in Cresarea and invited them to his house,
nothing more 1s known of him. DBut it was a wise precau-
tivn aganst danger, that he should not lodge with a Jew,
and also at a time when Sccummudauon was scarce on ace
count of the numbers visiting Jerusalem.

11, Reception at Jerusalem. .

1. Private - ' The brethren received us gladly . thatis
on the evening of his arrival. Many were always glad to
welcome Paul, admiring his devoted character, and especial
ly for his wor' ’s sake.  There were many callers that even-
ing at the house of Mnason.

2. Public : next morning James called the elderstogether,
and they received Paulin a more formal manner.  Paul took
his companions with him, and after the * kiss of peace,”
the exchange of salutations, his companions would present
their collections, a testimony of the love of the Gentile to
the Jewish Church. Afterwards Paul gave an account of
his mission. Can we not imagine his countenance glow,
now, with loving cnthusiasm, as he speaks of his beloved
converts at Ephesus, l’hilipgi, Thessalonica, Berea, Cor-
inth, etc., and now_with indignation as he thought of the
hindrances thrown in the way of the Gospel. A wonderful
exhibition of tact in avoiding unnecessary irritation, burnin
love for souls, and devout acknowledgment of the hand of
God initall.  ‘*What things God hath wrought.”

Reply : After Paul was done they all glorified the Loxd.
Even those elders who were oPposm{to Paul, for doubtless
there were such, were so carried away that with one voice
they acknowledged that God was with him.

Caution : But whilst they are satisfied themselves there
are myraids of believers that are not satisficd. They had
been misinformed as to Paul’s teaching conceming the law
and customs of the Jewish religion.  His traducers said
that he taught the Jewos as well as the Gentiles that they
ought not to be circumcised nor attend to the other cere-
monics. They are entaged by such reports, and as soon as
they hear that Paul is in the city, will come together {v. 22)
and something must be done to pacify them. ’

PLolicy * Thicy recommend Paul to perform 2 ceremonial
act himself in the temple, and thus at once convince the
people that hie is not an cnerzy to their customs.  The op-
portunity is at hand. There are four men under a Nuzarite
vow, let him join them, Purify himselt with them, by ob-
serving the prohibitions of the vow for the remainder of the
time, go and offer sacrifices when the time has cxpired, and
to make the case fnore emphatic ““be at cbarges ” for the
others, 4. ¢., pay for their sacrifices, and thus prove his in-
terest in them.  They urge that this is not inconsistent with
their former cdcliverances (Ch. xv.) which only referred to
the Gentiles. -

Lozl assents : He next day went to the Temple, intim-
ated to the Priests his intention and his purpose, at the close
of the days of purification of offering the necessary sacrifices,
In the next lesson it will be seen how the policy succeeded.

Was the policy morally right ? Paul and the council have
been charged with duplicity in this casc.

(a). In rcply it is sufficient to say that it is quite consistent
with the principles upon which he always acted, and taught
in his Epistles, * Unto the Jews 1 became asa Jew, that 1
might gain theJews,” etc., 1 Cor. ix. 20-23. Ifit wercin
any way s **ing Christ aside, then the apostle was uiifiinch-
ing, but w. =01t was simply tolerating prcjudices that were
not yet overcome he was most indulgent, and tender toward
the weak. e circumcised Timothy to soothe these preju.
dices, and yet he went from fntioch to Jerusalem (Ch. xv.)
10 consult the council, in resiwtance of the imposition of
circumcision upon the Gentiles as necessary to salvation.

(%) Lct it also be noted that the observance of these rites
that were helpful before Chirist camé, as pointing to Him,
.aight still he helpful and quickening to their faith. If so
before 1lc came, why not gfzer? It was not the Divine plan
that af once the change should be made.  In a fow years the
Temple will be destroyed and all this ritual shall cease.
Now, letit go onasusual-—of course with a right understand-
ing of its import.

Suggestions.—1. The friee man will always have ad-
mirers. v, 17,

2. The true hearted will rejoice in the Lord’s work by
whomsoever done. v. 20,

3- The rapid growth of the Gospel—** many myriads.”
v. 20,

4. Misrcpresentations : * salvation Ly faith,” clled an-
tinomian; “*clection,” called iutalism. v, ar.

5. The freedom of the Gospel can rise above ntualism,
sacramentarianism, *‘anti-organism,” etc., and yet indulge
those who cannot. v, 24.

6. What pajns we ought totake to remove cvery stumbling.

?

the defilement, wffer ecrtain sacrifices and begin again, At |

block out of theway of the Gospel. ** Jesus only.’



