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Woe uth10 them Ihat cali evll gond. and good evil 1 that
put clarkus for liRhî, aud light Ir dauknms; that put bit-
ter fur sweet, snd sweei tur bitter 1 "-sakai v. se,

%Ve are met Ibis morelmg ta malte devout, sud
public rcognîtlen of tbe goodueus ai Ged ta us. As
Individuals, as familles, sud as a people, se bave msny
snd strong girouette fat thankiulness WVa have bees
preservad tram tbe &courge o( sur, af pestileince, snd of
famine. Wm contilnue ta enJey civil sud religions
liberty. We ret.4n aur commaction unbrokes slth su
empire, which bas Ismosu bas ta combine tbu elements
of sîsbilîty sud af pragress, ai irength sud oi freedons
snd shose vist resources are omiploeod lu the main ta
promete the seliare aibe race We continue tabave
aven usa5 queeu, chose ready sympathies isacis out ta
the bumblesi and most distant ai ber subjectu, whou
îbey suifer; sud in shose ceurt purlty sud religion
stîll flnd ihe home, ubicli eley bave often sougbt lu
vain lu courts of menai-ch. Iu aur osa ia-roured
land, sie have resped su abuadami harvesi RemuroF
rat ive empboymeuî ellers ltseli ta aIl sho oa and sho
will sork. Agriculture, commerce, manufactures, anl
ah are, ibeugli perhaps lu différent degrees, lu the gain-
eral prosperity. If the poor remain witb usas se are
taugbt toe xpect the, will always do, partiy as bte-m
suit of uncoutrollable cîrcummiances, aud sien more
because of imçrevidence and vice, ther presesce lu
the limited numbers; lu chicli tbey are found, mer b.
culy a blessing ln keeplng the heart tender, chicli can
se easily become bard lu times of prosperlty, and in
mupplying an eluiet for tbe exerclse of that benevolence
shicli should tc. accampany the possession of
sealth. Let rme express the hope that the chaiies ai
eut citv, tbe Heume af Industry, the Honie farthde
Inrurables, te refuges opcued for the orpbaned, sud
forth ib(alleu, sili mcmi freni you a ready. sud, accord-
ing te your mens, s liberal respouse. The religions
condition sud sants of aur couutr iaffrd au sddl-
tional reasen for tbatiksgiving. To an active sud
large.minded Christian mn, i ougbi tebe ueîbirg
ihort ot à plfeamure-penhaps, 1 sbould uay a sacred
lirivileg--to have bis lot caiinl an &ge sud a baud
% here be cau bave a st.are lu theestablisbment on dur-
able grouuds ot instituions ai sacred sud af secular
learnieug lu these aider Provinces ai' ibm Dominion;
aud lu laying brad sud deep tise feundatlons ai
Christian institutions lu thse naete lands to tisa wsst,
shicli are ai ne distant day t. b. the home of prosper-
eus millions. Takimg asU circumstauces iet acconit,
1 kues fes nations shicb ta-day bave equal, noue
whîcb bas greater tesson, tisas the people ai Canada
for ihanksgîving ta H Wsha assigna ta mes thse
bounds ef their habitations sud cbo la " God over ail
blessedl for cicr"» No wards oi mime, 1 fémi suret, are
nceded te asaima the. spirit of gratitudh lu your
breasts, who have gatbermdà to-day lu ibis place ai
worshipý

On More tissa ane occasion, 11km the presnn, 1 bave
taken advanuagm af the opportuuity ta cai yrouir attan-
tien te ibm daties which devolve au yon as citizena; ta
the inimate cannectien shich subsista between tLe
religieus sud ibm pehitical life oi the cemmunity, and
te tIse cansequenu interet shics Cistsa mou abave
ail cbera have lu aeelng ta ht tisai due political life la
pure sud jeast sud bumaus. 1 do net imagine ludeed
that mauy or perbaps sur of ySu bave coa ta enter-
tain thse seak opinion that questions; ai pclhics, that
is questio>ns oi civil goverument, tIse securing of just
hawsand incorrur.' adidnisltration, are too, sacula ta
mrii ibe active inteiesa ai Christian men, that tbey
bmbong ta the world shic bas5 beau recounced. The
raligicua l11e whicb obiains arng Presbyterian pa-
pie, far anough from chat one wnldi 11ke te soo it la
sute respects, not lniequontly wantijng lu fervmansd
cuispokeineass aYe to intelligent sud rabust ta b.
cartied asay by ibis notion Of su overstaIed sud
sakiy piety. But lu May b. doubted whatiser any ai
us appreciate au is full valut, due infiuence wbicb ie
political and the municipal lile ai tise coînmuniiy la
consiutly exertng an tise religions sud the moral-I
feel, theruite, t"a 1 sam ai overtepping tise propeir
spiire ofthe-pulpit, whesson a day hike tuls 1invite
yaur attention ta soe ai the moral aspects af Our
public lie. The. place fr005 sisicis 1 speati praperly
raies oui ail Party utiereces. Wérm 1 dtscussWu

r r

public queutins lestead of simply ssertlng mora
pulnciples, It wouId mot b. diffrult ta point eut tme te-
eut asta shlcb la azy humble opinion deserve the
coomnatlonoeftalr.milnded mneaiti parties. But
sucb anlmadvmrse boe would b. alroit certaisiy
mlsumderood and enigàt give an appes-ance of party-
IBm t. the ignorances af this pulpit, wblch, I amn gure,
se weiuld aul of us regret tgone them assume.

Thé Wed whlch la ape« to ns, sud which se euay
ester, ot oalir sitbont (sar, but wlth a cieri and
streg muss of duty, lea sfar biglier one than thost of
tauifsi, or tet.bo&m, or re.conaîructied canaîltuescles
Iltb tatf politicsl sud public morale. 1 bavesno
Imtentla. of mahilg omyîhing like an exhaustive sur-
Vey .1theàokU. Au Idesire lataspecirymBoethîngu
la the palitical lifé aroad us, shicli appear ta me te
b. wromg and miachlevous, snd la your nme, as sdIl
as lu my osa, ta express the strongest disapprovil ai
thons:j or, ratier, the reprobation suits whicb deliber.
ame and silful sroeg, as distlnguimhed frram -neres im-
prudence and unwisdom, sbould bis vil"ed

1 begilà by expresslng the gratitude se osa ta ihose
-or«, ta muar of îhem-who terv us ln public life ;
whether in municipal councils, or imglslaîlve assem-
bias, ar at executive boards. The feeling, ldeed,
obtains idhIy, that public mus, as a dasi, are very
fsr (roms dislinteresed-thast they art anlmated, not so
,sucb by a laudable ambition ta serve their country,
as by a efih desîre ta adivance their nain interesta.
The existence, not ta say prevalence, of this feeling la
ta b.repretted on several grotinds. In zhe fi-sîplace,
it dou grave injustice ta a Large number cf persans,
engaged in varlaus says ln public lite. it I. net
noces"sr ta daim that ail, et even the great majority
of these, at acuated by dislnterested, snd patriotic
motives lit would b. strainge if ibis sere tbe case
whsmanywhom iha> represeat undieguisedly selliih.
But se may daIm, wstl perfect truth, that a large
mumber ln city, coaty, sud township couricils, lu
Provincial sud Domnioln leglslatures, and in the
Cabinet ai Ottawa and Toronta, are aervlng us at lar-ge
cost af time sud means, of domestic happiness and
eau of mimd, sud sometimes et the. risk et health, and
eve lifé. The failore tai recaguise this, the tendezacy
to impute laterested motives ta public men la ta b.
regrsted, lu the second place, as 6ttud ta make them,
if it la possible ta inite îbem, the. selfiuh scbemners
whlch by go many îhey ame taken toi be. There are
few thirga more difficult thau for Mien, as a dais, te
rime &ave the estimate which la teneraliy enîertained
respectlsg thora. To have been sas honest publican
in the days cdlour Lord Most bave beu extremely bard,
wlth ibai phrase current in every boebozld : " Pub.
licans sud sianera.' As an exaniple oi the opposite,
miniâtera of the Gospel ame immenmely indebted ta tbe
gemerally higla opinion ln which they sam beld for plety
sud goodnesa-to the public expectaien respecting
thsons. The los estimae; tissu, whlcb su many taire
of the character af public mem, Is ta be deeply regret-
ted, as at oce su injustice ta Individuals, andsa grave
public calarnlty. 1 feel, therofarrç, that 1 arn discharg-
ing a plai duty whez I ask yeu ta gve a gratefial op.
prediadon and a geceraus support to thase whe, amid
difficulties; sud discouragtessei unknown ta many, am
glvlng th*i tims sud their abilities te advance the
public lnteretu

Wbat la -zang, tiseu, ln the. conduet aof public
affaira? How arm the great principles af morality dis-
regarded er violated therein ? 1 answer, by the cou.
spicuens absence af gemsty ln tudr treatient af
ene aikter by mes of opposite politics ; even, if com-.
mas faisSu in the meait empleyed ta damnage a
political opponent ; s»4 by the. frequent use of de-
liberate mslsepruuetaiss, of charges; of corrup moc.
tive on the. most meosgre evidence, or on no evidence
ai ail, s»d off lo, virulent, sud abusive satm is
Therei amren est once capable sud uprigîlho
the politcal parties of the State. There ai-e men in
the Libers! party sho are estltled ta recelve, as they do
pensons, thestire confidence aolai-g numbers olîbeir
kiloscltnem And ibresnmm ibm eConservaîlve
rsaks, sho,osmntsrag or re eterlng publiclifewould
bave had at oco a bigh position assigned ta thern, if
tusy ba cosa ta casit in tbeir lot wluh thse Liberals;
but bas long woold t bue befare we sould beain of the
existence olsuch mca-m possessing hîgh sud states-
mnuliké q»Ualtes--an the.aose party, ftra the public
utteraces; of du. otiier. On the. contra-y, important
service rendemed to thse state la ignored of deprecaîted;-
sistaltes, sncb ans ail commit, arm exaggerased sud
paraded on s» ocassios, as tvidece of incapaclîy, or

af smothlng sarse; lefflalative action le mistepre.
sente, aud public utterances ait dlaterted te suit patty
exigencles, sud ta crown ail, a slresmn af abuse, ofteu
cbuldisb !c Its seaknues, mometimes fiendisb lu ils
mallg.aly, là poured forth, ta lise pain af ail rjghî.
mîndeil people.

It saild ho usiair ta asy tut this characterivition
belds geed ai aIl, or suythmg lake ail, aur public men.
Seme sha bave heen taking à beading pant lit tbe politi-
cal discussions ai te day, have shows themselve,
canspicueuily fret frem ai héast tbe saint ai tbe fau lis
signalise&. ope talles shuh réai platare ait argu.
meut ta shew the seaknu or the danger te the State,
of su appoent's position, la whicb no imputation is
cast on lb. hanmsty or the zbility of e man who heilds
it. 1 canni help thlnk<ng, bowser, bhat thoa hs on
ail bands a lack of generosliy, if net ln aur public
mens, at heast ln their public utterances. Why, 1 asc,
should the firat kind serd be spoken respecîing a po.
lîlcal opponeut shen the grave, closirig over hlm,
mairen blm no longer formnidabl, or vises, sitar years
et honest and capable service, ho retires ta a leuapromi.
snct position lu the ranks tif bis party, and that slow re-
cognitian ot worth be madle, enly when ht can bu used
ait the same trne ta refis-ci: obloqeay an antst111 more
feared? On the ailier band, why shculdi the refusai
af an upright and capable gentleman tai hecome the
sUly of s polîii cal party, bécotais the signal for bis de.
pteciatîon througbau its enlire tanks? Orvby sbould
ibe sevate and dangerous sicesf ai prominent
polit ician b. m %de the occasion for unsemly and heart.
les sporulationîs as ta the. result iikely ta ensue an bis
death ? Thesa aie exhibitions of husse nature of
wbîch, ln a Christian cou ntrY, se have little cause tu ho
preud. 1 refer ta îbem with deep paim.

The evils of wbicb 1 cemplain, as affecting the
pelitical 1if. of te coualry, cerna outin lu eir nMost
preaounred iormi ln the secula- press, or, that portionl
of et shicli acta as the ergaus ai tbe respective parties.
litst fasr tram plaisant ta have to ay tvis, fer se afl
cee very Machi cf aur instruction sud aien af our
liellectual enjoymont, ta is auuple-almost tee
amsple-cohumns. WVlen speaking ofth,as it exista lu
aur osa city, it wauld bue unfair nat ta bear teauimoay
te ibm great enierprime whicb it displsys, ta ibe
promptitude, almost regardiesa of expense, witb sbich
it supplies nes ta us frcm eeery quarter ai the warld,
and on ail sublects ta les genarally good toue on
moral snd religious questions <a tome, 1 yul venture
ta say, considerably in adviance ai that af the cern-
munity au large), aud ta the fairners, intelligence, and
abiliîy siîh whicli questions hying autside ai party
pehlîlcs ame discussed. lu Maur respects, Tarante
bat resson ta b. proud afi us daily press. It clU
compare mare tban favourabhy sih tisai of anjy city
ofits site andi advancemnt Bat, whmr party ;ssues
are involved, it la mot gesernus, snd hi la sou trutbluL
lIi Iototen unîrutifub ir if$ statements af Jacts, and
unjust in its treatment ai patons. 1 do soir a iis
sîthout havint sel comsldered tise force ai the im-
pugnosmat and tbm seight of the evidence by which it
la sustained. 0f courue no one expects la th. discus-
sions af political questions in daily nespapers tbe
caîmanessand irnpaitialiiy ai a judge. We expeci
vide diversity oi opiaion, sud would readily silos foi
ibm deep coleurizig chic is asaurai ta strong feeling,
and tbe slips ot logic shicli may easily resuit trom
basty wsntiug. What se have iu bath aur lesding
dailies-perhaps sot la the saute degree-is nme-
tbing quite différent front tua. 1 do sot kmow any
ailier me for li tha n disuegard for trutb. Raig
for some dîne bath papiers, and witi the. vies ai
ascertaining ilimir moral toue, 1 have touud, as no
doubt Maur of roiu have foad, sisere politicai and
party issues sere iuvolve, s great assaint of reckleus
assai-tien, conjectures put forth as iact, noelcoine
facts suppressed or disguised, the. position oi an
apposent misrepresented, a taise tutu givets to bis
argument, an interence iastened on lu, wbich tii. aWg.
mieut dams net fairly admit, sud which the. appanent
would b. the fiit ta disavas-in a word, ail tisase
liberties wxth truili, wbich, il practlaed la private life
or lu business, wauld nt so much destroy ail confi-
dence and good feeling as break up society, the mis-
represenitation la la moute litance so transparent that
htj sacarcely lmasu insult ta the intelligencie ai ibe
renduer ibs ln an u cfence ta bis conscience.

Wbsî a sme ai ibm reaulis ? F7init, faWrminded
men, mes Who value trnîli more thus party, mes sbo
do not believe that i her party or country, cau be
benceile by faiachaod, becais. disguwd itài poiu-


