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mrature lie iiever knew, but lie fell upon
soincthing soft. He wvas quite uinhutrt,
whien, at his friglitened call and the
accidentai clisdlinrge of the rifle, the two
alnrinxed cratures ran iinto the woods.

Lnst week a tuait on a ladder liad a
good opportunizy of %vatcliiig a large,
camtions old bear approacli his oat field.
Every few vards, as lie cainie dowii the
lunîber road tow'ard the openl, thet bear
hlted and, sxîiffing the air, rose upoii
his liatîches to niiake sure tlhat the const
wvas clvar. 'rîîat there mniglit be danger
frontx above nieyer seeîned to strike the
wary brute, thougli a glance tipward
mnust liave revealed his etieuxy silliouetted
against the uxiootlit sky. Oni lie caîîîe,
and after a long final stir'e.y muade a dasli
for the fields. As lie camle into fuil siglit
the limiter fired, aiinig bettweei the
slioulders or the bear, vhîicli swerved
eniougli front its patli to upset the ladder
anxd bring the niait to the ground.

-The fall ivas somnewlhat broken by the
underbrtush, but as the tuant feU the bear
poîînced upoii lut. After a full minute
spent in titter stillniess the inan, unable
to endure the wveigIit tipon his dîest,
groalied alutud. As the creature miade
no inoveient. lie took heart to wvriggle
front under the htuge liairy Ioad, and
after iticli exertion liad the satisfact;on
of standing over the lifeless carcass of
the bear. His bullet had sped truc to its
e:ni, and had doue its wvork in just the
iiick of tinte upon ivhich luis life depended.

Dani Pretty, a well-known guide, once,
unider similar circiinistatices, watchied x
bear nosing lis way to a grain field, but
in that case Bruiin raced back inito thc
woods, naking Dan feel certain that
soute utilucky inoventent liad betrayed
bis preseînce. lu a few minutes, Iîow-
ever, t1îeÀ.';ear reappeared, walking before
and ecoertiing with many grunitings a
hanid:ome, larger animai, whicli followed
shyiy, keeping its nose to the grouind.
A fortunate shot sent the first bear into
its dcath flurry, whereupon the secriid

arose tupoîî its Iiiind-qutartcrs and turneci
arouind and arotund .-reauiuîg iii a piteous
inanner. WVitl the iýelp of a couuiracle,
Dan killed the second bear. Trhe reason
for the coutrtesy of its comipiniolu Was
mnade clear by the discovery that it
wvas blind. 'te extraordinlarily plunilp
condition of its body showed thftt k'ilnd
friends iinust hiave kept it ailiply provided
witlî food.

T'ais saine Dan Pretty was once the
wvit.-.s and referce of a terrible figlit
betweeni two bears. He wvas following
the trail of muie lie liad wotinded, in aut
oat field ouue afternoon, wvleîî lie caîuie
upon sticli a siglit as v'ery fewv men lhave
witiiessed. liu a littie opcnting iii the
wvoods ait immense brown bear and a so-
called silver-tip wcre engaged iii a life
and death strtiggle, which, frontu die torii
tup condition of the grounid, liad already
Iasted a long tine. As Dan put it, tluev
bit at ecdi other like dogs, claned likie
cats, boxed like prize figliters and
w:estled like Cornislu uiners, as nearly
as possible at one and the sanie tintie.
TLhe browu bear, wliicli land escaped
frontx captivity after severely înjuring its
dancing utaster sorte miontlhs before, ivas
no match in agility for the native, but
had ai immense superiority in weight
and strength. After mninberless vain
attempts thc big fellow at iast nianaged
to get iii a terrible swing upomi the side
of his enemny's head,withi sent the silver-
tip reeling. Evidently considering the
figlit wou by this 1)10W the browu bear
sat dow:i and began to examine luis
wouunds, vMen, like a flash, the othe-ý
rtished iu agaiui and, fixing bis teetli
into the browu bcar's stomacbi, rent and
tore hint iii a frightful. mianner.

Dan feit liiintself called upon to object
to sudl foui play, aîîd took a baud in thte
scrap, just thon, pumpiug enough lend
iiito the silver-tip to keep hinm quiet
forever. Iu spite of wounds thc big
br,:wu bear slipped away and vas not
seeii agaimi.


