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70 A FEW OF OUR READERS.

The words thst follow are intended only fora
fow of the readers of the Joorwar. We have
modo a beginniog this year in establishing a paper
that has been of the utmost Lenefit to teachers, in
giving them practical help in improviog their
schools, The price of the Jounnar was put at thelow
figoroof fifty cents—a sum that every teacher could
afferd. It would havebeen an impossibility to pub-
lish the paperat thisrato had nota liberal advertising
patronsge been extendod to it, and bad not stock
been subscribed to help it at the begivning. Tho
paper has been seat to over a th dt

in teachigg  Tho teacher who docs not advance
deterlorates. A greatald to better teaching is a
live, progressive cducational paper. Assist to
make the Jounraxn such a paper. 8peak a good
word for it and introduco to the notice of those
whom it is designed to help, writo for it, and—
pay for it

Taere appears to be asca “rst-class teach-
orsof both scxes  Thosupply scems at present to be
sbout equal to the *emand, but the prospects are
that in the near o these teachers will be at a
premium.  We _.¢ foformed that several ad-
vertisements for such teachers elicited but onc
or two rcsponses; asd fu ono or two cases diffi-
culty was experienced by the trustces in obtaining
first-class teuchers.  We hope that our progressive
teachers will mark this and hasten to qualify them-
sclses to fill these positions which of course are
the best io the Province from any point of view.

Bccond-class teachers are in good demand, the
supply at prescnt being slightly in excess of tho
oumber required, while very many third-class
tearhers aro out of cmployment. We think that
salarics bave ao upward tendency snd that with
ths improved prospects of business throughout the
Provincee the teacher’s ation will ad.
vance. 8o many froc lances {a tho shape of third-

regularly every fortoight. Not more than a dozen
have refused to tako it Fu’lly 800 teachers have
,already generously respond?d to our call te pay
"thelr subscription. Bomo have sont in a two years'
subscription. Many havo sent hearty words of
cccoursgement with thuir remittances. These
ovidences of good will toward the Jounwar have
been most cheering and satisfoctory to the editors.
But there are a fow of our readers from whom we
have not heard. The small amounts that they owe
are needed to carry on tho paper.  Wefeel assured
that in not onc case is thero an inalility to pay the
small subscription price The inconvenience of
scnding hes, in the majority of instances, led to
delay, and the mstter has been put off until a more
convenient season.  Will our readers kindly attend
%o this notico and not put us to tho cxpenso of
sending postal cards reminding thew of thar ia-
debtednesst

Subscribers may remit postago stamps §f more
convenicat to do so. Some subscribers have re-
cently gca’ us one dollar to pay for this year's sub-
ecription and the west. In snswer to enquiries
whetber the pablication of the JoURRAL will bo
contioued after tho first year, wo may say that we
hope to continue it brighter, fresher, and in overy
respect Letter suited to the wants of tcachers than
it is at prescot.

It our teachers aro progressivo and are resolved
1o do bettar teaching day after day, they cannot o
withont a progressive odncational paper. No
matter what other cducational papers you take,
tho JounrxaL should receive your hearty support.
1Its progress and cfficlency, fellow teachers, should
bo an indication of your own lacreased efficiency.
Tesching is o work that demacds skill of a
high order. That skill can only be attained
Ly constant offort, by xnding sud studying upon
educational methods agd then honestly and pa-
ticotly striving to carrg.out these methods to
sccure better results, Thero is no standing still
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class teachers out of employment cennot fail to
keep tho salaries ‘dows, as in rany cases they aro
willing to make any terms rather than remain out
of employment. Somi boards of trustees are very
ready to take advantage of this, and if they do not
¢mploy them are ever ready to quote to other ap-
plicants their figures.

Wx hope that at the comiug session of our Pro-
viccial House that legislation will be made to
cnable country districts to assces all property
within their bounds. We haso referred to this
matter before and csnnot understsnd how any
important {nterest can be affected by the change.
The matter was brought to thenotice of the House
Inst winter by Mr Ellis, and wo hope tho matter
will again corns before it.

Taeate is an iden presalent in some places that
the Board of Educationintends to withdraw special
aid from tho *“poor districts.” This s not the
case as far as wo aro aware, but the intention is to,
cqualize the grants in & greater degreo—to put on
tho list thoss of low valuation aund take off those
excoeding a certain limit.

WE regret to learn that the brick school build-
ing in Bt Stepben wns recently quite seriously
damagod by fire.  The loss is {ully covered by in-
surance. The Board with great promptacss
caused repairs to be mado and only & few days
wero lost by the pupils.

Thoe bwlding ns far o8 i*s internal arraugemnents
are concerned is one of the finest in the Province.

Ix tho Boolmart for February a department has
been inaugurated dovoted to Shakesperian and tho
oldcr Euglish dramatic litcratare. It promises to
be very interesting, jodgiog from tho present
somber which contains much that i3 of valuc to
Shakeaperian students, as bitherto unpublished
letters, criticisms, &. Tho Boolmart is published
at Pittsburg, Penn.

RECESS OR NO RECESS.

The question of recess or no recess ia schools Is
discussed fn the Teachers' Institute by Supt. Colo of
Albagy, N Y The question is onc in which tho
school and its surrcundings must be taken §nto con-
sideration before a solution can be reached. If a
school-room fs without proper means of veotllatlon,
{s badiy lighted and ill-heated, a mid-seaslon recess
ls 8 nccesslty. On the other band, iftheroom is
well ventilated, nnd sufficiently Yighted and heated,
Supt. Cole thinks that tho recess should be done
away with and the eession shortened for the follow-
ing reasons :

First: The healthfulness of school life will bo
promoted: By preveuting exposure to inclement
weather. By avoiding the danger of thd sudden
return of children glowing with excrcise, to rooms
whose tempemture {s Jowered by the openiog of
doors and windows. By reducing the lability to
injury from accidental colli~ions and rough play.
By giviog tbrugh shortened sessions a longer play
perlod every day.

Second: Tho working time of ourschools fs
materially leagthened.  ‘Tho time lost §n passing o
and from recess is gsined for study or recltation.
The moments spent in preparing for rocess aro
gained for school-work. The moments spent in
recovering from cffects of recess ard gained for
schooi-work.

Third: The new plan promotcs good order and
simplides discipline, for ono-half the cascs of disorder
arise during general recosses.

Founth. The opportunities for excrclsing petty
tyranoy are curtailed.

Fifth: The tendency of nofsy recosses to form
harsh strident vofcces is reutoved.

Sixth: By sbolishing the general reccsses tho
opportunitics of moral contamination aro reduced
to a mintmum.

Seventh: Tho longer interval between tho two
sessions sorves family convenience. Dinner carriers
perform thelr oflice witbout losing recitations.

Elghth. The earlicr hout of closing in the after.
DOOT Preserves eycsight.

Ninth. The contiauity of an unbroken school
sesslon tends to concentrate thought upon lessons,
and to tho formation of babits ~f study.

More considerations might be added, but the
abovo will suffice. What arc the results of ex-
pericnce?

After five years of trist {nAlbany, Rochester, Troy.
Cohoos, Newburg, and pumerous other placzs In
New York and other states, the unanimous reportis
that no coniderations yet y tod would ind
the school authoritics to return to the old practiceof
mid-sossion recesses.

Tho Albaoy time table is a. 3r. 9-11.80—p. 3¢ 135
—8.30. No general recess, but the futlest liberty of
indisidual reccsses.

Mr. B. H. Cook, of Potsdam, N. Y., says, and
wo perfectly agree with him, that systematic habit
resuits in three great cssentials of mental culturo—
a. Careful observation: b. Clear refiection; e Cor-
rect expression.

To aTTEXFT improving, by increased knowledge,
aman whe does not know how to wake use of
what he already baos, 1 iike seckiog to eolarge tho
prospoct of a short-sightcd man by taking him to
the top of & bill,




