
OUR SOCIETIES.

Thiere bas just been issued f rom the press of Morton, Phiillhps & Co. a
neatly prepared edition of the Constitution and By-laws of our twvo Socie- c
ties-tlie Literary and the Missionary. It niay therefore be appropriate at
this tinie to refer to our college Societies and the work -%vichl they are
doing. Thieir field of influence may ho said to, be the drilling of men iii
the usage and procedure of public life as well as ini tbe more direct dutiesC
of the sacred calling. lit is a rnost regrettab le f act thiat miany miinisfers are
50 unfarniliar w'itb public life aside f rom tbe professional duties of their F
calling, thiat they make sorry exhibitions whenl calied on to preside over or F.
participate in. the deliberatons of public gathierings. And this ougyht notc
50 to be. The public hiave a righit to expect tliat a iiinister should mnake
hinmself felt outside the bounds of bis own congregation and that hoe ought r

to be able to preside over a public asseniblage witbi a grace and dignity that
will suifer notbing by coniparison. with mien in other wva1ks of life. We
suggyest tbat this failing of wbvlich so miany are consojous arises in a large
mneasure froin negylectina that training wbicli a liteiary society in coîlege isT
specially nieant to give. We bave special advantages iii this particular ; itT
w'ould be a rnisfortune to lose tbiemi. T

The workç of the Missionary Society bias been vigorously pusbed during
the last two sessions. Graduates wvho hiave received the twenty-seventb P
Annual .Report -%vil1 be pleased to know that work lias been resuzned along
the origyinal linoes and is being prosecuted witli reasonable success. During
the present suunier the field of operations lias been enlarged and new
gyround taken up in several places. The loyal and unanimous support wvhich
it receives froin the students shows a confidence and faith in the future
whicb iý niost encouragring. Onîe feature we -vould like to see attachied to
its work, that is a closer bond betweeii it and the alumini of our collegre.
We hiope for that in tbe near future ; whien. it cornes Nve shial look forward
to an era of even greater usefuliness and prosperity.


