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Easter Joy.

Wiry look for light in mortal gloom,
Or life in Dentl'’s durk prison?

No longer slecping in tho tomb,
The Crucified is gisen.

Why, loving, loved ones, at the grave,
Stand ye thus wecping sadly?

Ho lives, be lives, wh diud to.save;
Proclaini the tidmp gladly.

Why-to announce it'atill defer,
Your )oyfnlneu lumdnmgr

\Vhy gese into the lepuh.hro'
Ho is not thero r mln.nmn;>

Why doubt the tulings angels tell,
Down with tho skies descending?

They kuow what fo thd Lurd bofel;
Unccasingly Qt(cndiub

Why linger, loved ones? Hasto awny,
‘Lhe news no lougor keeping
Proclaim th. mumsct\on day; ;
Bid Sorrow cense fmm wecping.

Why tmmbhng NOW.  with glad surprise,
$till doubting, hoyping, fearing?

Ho lives, hio lives; your longing cye.'s
Shall witness llis appeating.

Why should the tearful ey be dim,
Since Chiist, our Life, is living ?

I Sinee evarlasting lifo through him

Our God is ever giving,

. Why dread the all-consuming grave,

! Since Christ hath passed its portal,

And hie, who died the world 'to save,
Shall raise hig sainty immortal ?

Why not come boldly to the throne,
Siuce Christ for us is pleading ?

Who for our sins did once atone,
PFor us ix interceding.

Why not rejoico exultingly
That Jesus hath ascended,

Aml wait his last epiphany,
Ry all his saints attended ?

-+
Easter at Jerusalem.

AT no time is theré more to be seen
and done in Jerusalem than during
the Buster season.  Then it is that the
oll c¢ity is-crowded with pilgrims from
fur and near and wears, in consequence,
an appearance of vavied life and ac
tivity,  Some of the pilgrims are Mos
lems returning from their journey to
Mecen; others are Jews who have
eome to see that tho massive stones of
the old temple are being duly wailed
over by their brethren; but by far
the greater number are adherents of
the Lastern Church.

Their purpose in making the pil
wrimaige i8 to anoint themselves with
the fire whicki, according to their belicf,
is wnt down from heaven each year at
Eastertimeto light the candles on the
altar in-the tomb of our Saviour in the
Ch.rch of the -Holy Sepulchre. Cun
they but'ignite their little bundles of
wav tapers by the holy flame; and with
it bathe their faces and breasts, they
believe that -all theit sin-stains are
purzed away. “The great crowils of
devatees become 8o wrought up-with
cxeitement over this divine manifesta-
tion that it is safer for those who
wanll witness- tho -ceromony to go-to
the hurch under éonsular protection.

A cordingly we assembled, about
cleven o’clock “on<the inorning of one

sulate and-from thenée proceeded, with

East r Sunday, at the American Con- |

o number of fellow-countrymen, to the
church under tho guidunce of the
cawass, or consular servant, whose
hcuvy stadl’ of office—n veritablo drum-
major’s biton—inspired respect on the
part of the natives und opened’ s way
for us through the denss crowds.

Arriving at the church wo were led
to one of the galleries which run around
the bLuilding in throe tiers, The main
portion of the structure is circular in
form, and in the centro of the rotunda
is a small chupel which, according to
the tradition of the Greek Church,
guards within its walls the sepulchre
of our Yord, The entrancs to this
littlo building is so low that onc has
almost to crawl on hands and knees to
gnin admittance; and when once inside
there is only u shabby altar worn down
by the lips of countless thousands of
pilgrims, and shabbier candles which
mako the atmosphere most disagrce
able,

From our vantage-point in the gal-
lery we looked down upon a curious
scene.  Men, women and children
armed with little bundles of tuapers
covered every foot of the spacious floor,
save an aisle which a double line of
some two hundred Turkish soldiers
kept open avound the loly Sepulchre
15 Dest they could.  The officers of the
guard had diflicult work in preserving
order.  Serious outbreaks were of
frequent occurrence among the excited
people, which could ouly be quelled by
a vigorous application of the oflicery’
rawhides to the backs of tho ring.
leaders, and, in some instances, a gentle
prod from u soldier’s bayonet was
necessary to remind the individual that
he was forgetting his good behaviour,

'The space between the inner line of
soldiery and the sepulchie seemed to
constitute a sort of prison-pen, for here
were thrust the must turbulent spivits,
In o short timo un assortment of these
leading  rascals was thus gathered
together and, as might bave been ex
peeted, they scon began to make thing
lively nmong themselves; the result
Lieing & vivid vepresentation of paude
monium,  In fact, rough-and-tuinhle
fights weve now the order of exercises,
for all were endeavouring to clbow
theivr way to a position nearer the
chapel that they might be the first to
securo the coveted five.  Such was the
conduct of the adherents to the Greek
‘faith in their holicst sanctuary and at
their holiest ceremony !

After waiting for nearly three hours,
surveying tho hubbub below us, which
had been, if possible, increasing, we
noticed an unusunl stir; and soon from
one of the ante-rooms issued a proces-
sion made up of priests bearing lorgo
banners of various hues, and numerous

of incense, while in the centro. of this
company wilked the Patrinrch of the
church ®ad in robes of heavy silk.and
satin vichly embroidered with gold and
silver thread as befitted the d1gmty of

the High Father.

“Three times this band moved round

tho scpulchro while .the crowds were

surpliced boys swinging silver censers |-

awed to silence by the magnificent
spectacle,  After the procession pussed
out the pent-up oxcitement of the
peoplo broke out with renowed onorgy
and those in the rear redoubled- their
efforts to gain a front place, for this
pageant of priests seemed to herald the
advent of the five.

Soon two of the priests approached
apertuves in opposite walls of the
chapelund through these veceived from
the Patriavch, who hwl meanwhile
entered the sepulehre alone, the heaven.
sent fliime.  As the priests drew forth
handfuls of tapers ignited by the holy
fire, the agitation of the wultitude
knew no bounds. The great surging
crowd seemed frenzied in their eager
ness to light theiv own tapers. "The
women and children in the throng
were entirely jgnored and, as the
stronger pushed them aside, move than
one went down and were trampled
under feot. But gradually now the
divine flame was passed from ono tw
another, those in the galleries letting
down their tapers to be lighted until
the whole church was soon ablaze.

Strife and weangling speedily gave
way now to smllm" good-nature, and
all were  anointing t,hcn faces and
breasts with the holy fire. The dark
vecesses of the old bu.lding, which the
sunlight could never penetrate through
the dingy dome, were lighted up with
the flickering glow of the littlo candles
which, with the constant darting to
and fro of the fhumes, like so wany
will.o™the-wisps, made up a weird pic-
ture never to be forgotten. Soon, how-
over, the smoke and heat rendeved the
atmosphere intolerable, and we were
glad to elbow our way out through the
now happy throng to the open air.

Such is the ceremony gone through
with each yemr ab Jerusalem.  Many
of the people try to cavry the five away
with them that they may keep n eandle
which has been lighted with it con-
tinwally burniug, as it is reputed to
pussess wonderful restorative proper-
ties both for the budy aud the soul.—
Wide dwake.

Do Something to Stop It.
Cosyoxn-seNSE tells us that when
we would arrest an ovil, we can-do it
with least expenditure of energy by
stopping the stream ab its sourco. The
reformation of one individual is. worth
any offort, but all humunity may pro-
fit if we attack, instead, the evil which
has wrought his downfall. At the
national mécting of the Woman’s
Christian Union, Philadelphia, ono of
tho igembers told the story of an.un.
happy mother, u wealthy woman, who
wished to send a-message to her son
in prison. Said the speaker:

She handed me-a-picture and -told:
me to show it to hin,

1 said, “T'his is not your picture 1
“Yes,” she said, “that is..mino
beforo ho went :to prison ;- and.here is
one taken after I had had- five years
of waiting for Charley.”

I went. with - those two pxcturcs 0.

thio prison. X called at an inoppottunc

A

time. He was in the darle cell. The
keeper said that he had been in there
twenty-four houvs; bhut, in answer to
my pleadings, ho went down into that
dark cell, and the man unnounced »
lady us from his mother. There was
no reply.

“Tet me step in,” I said.

There was just o single plank from
one end to the other, and that was all
the furniture; and there the boy from
Yale College sat.

Said T, *Charley, T am n stranger
to you, but I have como fiom your
mother: and I shall have to 30 back
and tell her that you did not want to
hear from her”

“Don’t mention my mother’s nameo
here,” he said.  “T will do anything
if you will go.” As he *walked along
the cell T noticed that he reeled.

Said I, «What is the matter}”

o said he hadn’t eaten anything in
twenty-four hours.

‘They brought him something, and I
sat down by him and held the tin plate
on which was some coarse brown bread
without any butter, and, I think, « tin
cup of coffee. By-and-by, as we talked,
I pressed into his hand his mother’s
picture;; and helooked at it and said,—

“Thatis my mother. T-always said
she was the hundsomest woman in the
world.”

Ic pressed it and held it in his
hands, and I slipped the other picture
overit. “Who is that 2" ho asked.

“«That is your mother.”

“That my mother?”

“Yes, that is the mother of the boy
1 found in a dark cell, after she had
been waiting five years to see him.”
~ “0 God,” ho cried, “I have doné
it! No, it is the liquor tradlic that
has donsit!  Why dow’t you do some-
thing to stop it ?”—Christian irror.

-

Toronto’s Sunday.

“ 1 nave sent circulus into cvery
city, in every State and Territory in
the United States, and into o great
many cities outside,” snid Rev. Dr.
Crafts, of New York, at the Metro-
politan Church, ¢ to obtainfacts about
the present state of:Sabbath observ-
ance; and _among the questions I put
was this: ¢ Where in your travels
have: you seen the .Sabbath Dbest
observed?’ ‘The reply in the great
majority of cuses was ‘Toronte’;
Edinburgh- came second, and, strange .
to way, a place in Madagasear, where
-Christianity has taken deep root, came
third in the list. I have enjoyed iy
visit among- you extremely. I cune
hero because my doctor told me to go
away tc the pleasantest placo and
among the pleasantest people I could
find,. und so I camo, here. \0\\, I
-want to say one thmg more about your
‘Sunday.in Toronto. Good: as. it is—

‘its size in the world—it.is not.perfect.

that. you.are:a light to theiworld .in .

this respect.” y oy

better, as U helieve, than any city .of .

‘But.I want you to realiso:that, you-are |
| a:city.set on o bill;-and cannot, be hid ;
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