PLEASANT

HOURS.

Holiday Cheer.

ihi, welentne, welcome Christinas timne!
[8: 01t well wo luve to hiear

Iie tn 11y bells 30 aweetly chime
their musio far and near.

\Wo hang tha hally on the wall,
Wa inake cur lames w gay.

For litt o i iren, one and aff,
Bejoice un Chitstmas day.

We've pea-e anl joy, though winds bo wild,
Kot prases wo sinyg to ddny

T Him whoo an o little cald
W.thin the manger lay.

Aud for Hin sake we'll comfort take
Aud help unto the aad,

And all around ue wo wiil make
This Christinas bright aud gliad,
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ROBERT AND HAROLD.
BY L. EUGENIE ELORIDGE.

Ronert and Harold Leshie were genuine
cty boys.  Their hume was near tho
centro of a great and prosperous oy,
They know nothing of ife, except city hife.
Their {athior was a busy city man, thewr
wother un active city woman

A% a rulo, the boya wero guite e ntent,
Their sclinol was excollont, their ' it at
teactive, and pervaded by a wiolwune
moral atmusph . Theg were requued to
be punctually in their placo in chiusch and
Sunday-schoul, father and mother settng
the example. Neverthelesy, tiey longed
for a chinuge, ospecially 1 summer vaca.
tions, whon they h-and their school-fellows
tell of wvits to tho country where grand.
father ox Unclo John lived on a farm.

One day toward tho ond of the spring
term a aurprite came It was An mita
tion from Aunt Hester Grey —mammn's
Aunt Hester—ts the boys to spend two
montha tn her rambling ohl house at Ply-
wouth, on tho Masulliuset.s coaat. Thas
was doligh:ful.  Rubert and Hanold wero
#o pleased they could think or talk of hittle
else. It was hundreds of nules from ther
hoino ; a long distance to them.

Paps dectled they wmust go; mamma
packed the trunk  Fach ware a new suit
complete. hint and shoaes in~'vled  They
started off in truo civy aty'e, hurrying to
catch tho train, but pepa 4] time to

% Mnkeo good tse of vour time, my sona,
and romember you aro to keep yuur oyes
open and learn at! you can.”

Aunt Hoster was at the station to meet
them, and they somn left the town behind
an the wtruny farn horse bore themn towant
hor home, which was an the encebis a
About the first thing the boya n ‘ticed was

-roomn  Ronm everrwhore Their firat
lettera homno were full of this aubject. Qut
of doors was en larze and free. Yonung

ealrea wero akippung in the meadows, while
secbate coms anneted elover and daes at
wilt, unconcerned that the ground they
ocenpied woulit brong thousan ls of dollare
i rent monoy of teansferred cityward,
Evidontly occupants of the farm know
hittio of ecomomizing moace ; and the sky,
the nur, and the bidlowy aen, seen foom o
gh sud belind Aunt Hester's houso, gavo
A scase of natares greatnoss they  had
never before knomen,

Annt Hester wag the hest of entortamers,
She huew whete to tihoe them both for
‘»h-nurc and prafit, The Lerry pastuares,
Uy ponds, and tish ponds were often
viated, amd dmily, alost lioarly, they
roamed abwat the farm with the wen who
managed . Bespler, Aunt Heater often
drove them to Pipnnath, of Pudirim fame,
Thero 19 Pazenn Haly, i ed wuh relica of
e m and Purcan, Banal TLL the old
Pugron baryingoround ;. and  Plymouth
Rock, canopied now, and revered in alf
English-apeaking coudtries as the spot
where the feet of th- exiled Pilgruns
pressed in landing,

So the days passed till vacation was
almnt over,  One cvemng Aunt Hestor
aaud ¢

**To-morrow, boys, is your last day
with we. I ahall take you to lovk mto the
gl

Just what this meant thoy did not know,
but set out the following morning. llow
delbightful was that ride ! The road ran by
the sewhore.  The bluo waters of Ply-
moutl: gay aparkled and dunpled 1 the
marne g sunlight, whils its breezes fanued
then orows

“AMany lusirions people have walked
the o paths and gazeld at the sea,” siid
Aunt Hester. ** Miles Standinh and his
company, John Alden, the «ch'ar, Gov-
ernor Bradford, with his councillor, and
in litor time tho great statesman, Daniel
Webstor, made a homo not far from thus
pinco.”

After riding & lone distance, they drew
up hefore a very old house.  In one of its
rooms between two  windows hung  an
anctent looking eliss, Tt was «aid to haveo
been brought to this country in the May-

thower, und long axo 12 was the custom to

gather in tho elbiren once vach year—
asbout Thanksgiving time—to look into the
glass, telling thewm the sty of the May-
thwer Pils e, and  Aunt Hester was
anx, s Roberi and Harod should look
into the old glans Weforo they returned, as
they had been wtulymg the Pidyrim story.
As they hohed they seemed to see those
briwve Ii-rocs and solltors for trath who
Ieft thewr home and crossed the ocean for
the caase of hiberty and rizht ; and Aunt
Hester felt that she could sev two other
prigr ms. brave and young, yet none the
Jess streng amd trae, burnishing  their
armonr, Yuhslung theirr shields and hel-
mets, 1etdy hkewse to do battle for truth
amd right.

When the young milzrims started city-
wand next dav, they believed they were not
Jjus the bovs who ecame, for they had
foced e the whies, and recorved the
lessin of herore courvge and seli-sacrificing
love for truth and hberty.

Py

THE EPWORTH HOME.

Tur namo of Juan Wedey is intimately
associated with Epwarth, tho place of his
birth and early oluvitivn. By him the
spot was waruny chorishied.,  Fprorth nas
the great schovl which gae shape and 1m-
{n.‘.ao to hix hfe.  In his motucr, Susanna

Vesley, he found lus most helpfal teacher.
Other groat teachers wero givon hum 1 the
course of s edncation ; but no ons of
them oqualled his mother, who was at once
inteliigent, sympathetic and inspiring, and
who knew woll hiow to draw to the surface
what was besr in tho heart anl | urpuses of
her favurite son, and to gu.de him iato
th e great (e plans wheeh hase wado his
name familiar to the ends of the earth.

The domestic traumng 1 the old Fn-
worth rectury has Licen the frequont themeo
of ainirution and eulogy.  Without enter-
ing inzo detail, wo can here notice only the
mam features of it She began early  The
monkling intluonce was to Lo felt in the
cra'le At 8 year old the child must
begin the leswson of sclf-restraint, in the
cortrel of feoung. 1o must nutery. In
a word, to broak the will was a first point
in bar mathad : sind \hs assond wes arder

and aystam. The houschold moved with
the regularity of tho heavenly baodiea.
From nising to rest, each hour liad 1t
duties. Each member of tho houschold
was a sort of living machine, capable of
runuing on to the end of life without
variation.

Tiso Lok education of the Wesleys was
begun 1 the household  The knew no
other pruvary achuoi, they wneeded no
other.,  The wmohier was o batn teacher,
She knew how to awaken curivuaty and
hold attention.  In quidity, the Charter
House and Oxford hul no better lcnchmg.

tut the reltzous elomont was a main
feature  To know God was tho chief end
of education.  The thousht of God and
duty was early bronght before the nmind of
the cinld. The attention was drawn from
material obyects to the invixible world;
amd, as an ail, duo attention was pawd to
the furms of roligion, As soon as they
could apeak, the children wore taught to
repeat the Lord's prayer at morning and
ovening, and later to add some of the
collects of tho I'rayer 1look and other
forms. At tahlo they joined in the bless.
ing, as also in the prayers at the family
alta;  ‘The Biblo 10ading was a daily and
dehightful task, and made lasting impres.
srons on the munds and hearts of the
clldren.

LOVE YOR MOTHER.

Wney gruff old Dr.+Johnson was fifty
years old, he wrate to his aged mother as if
he were atill her wayward bt loving boy :
“ You have been thoe Lest mother, and, I
Lehieve, the best woman in the world, [
thank you for all yeur indulgeace to me,
and Lieg foigiveness for all 1 Lave done ill,
and of adl 1 have onutted to do well.” John
Quincey Adams did not part with his
mother until he was near'y, or quite, as
old as this ; yet hisery even then was: “ O
God, could shie have been xpared yeta little
longer ! . . Without herthe world seems to
wo like a solitnde.” When President Nott,
of Union College, was more than ninety
years old, and had Leen for half a century
% colleo prewident, as sirength a «d sense
failed bun in his dying houss, th mewory
of his mother’s tenderness was iresh and
potent ; and he couid be hushied to needed
sleep by a gentle pating on the shoulder,
and the «mzmg to hin of the old-time
haliabies, as if his mother wero still sitting
by hus bedwide tn loving munistry, as she
had been swetl-nigh a hundred years before.
The true son never grows old to a true
mother.

EARTHQUAKE INCIDENTS,

A CossSTANTINOPLE correspondent of the
New York 7'ribrine says that it will prob.
ably never be hnown how wauy persons
weie nilied in that ity by the carthiyuake
of last summer.  Tne Turhish Govern-
ment has a chvonie htred of facts, and the
newspapers were forbudden to publish
statintics of the earthquake.  What are
believed to be moderate estimates placo
the number of deaths at about one hun.
dred and fifty, and the number of the
wounded at abmut six hundred.

The correspundent caunot help praising
tho waiaze of the fircmen stationed on
sateh at the top of a tuwer more than two
hundeed feut lugh.  They stuck to their
posty althoagh the tower swayed like a
dlagaatl, and when the fires broko out,
after the overthrow of dwellsugs, they gave
the siznals as usual,

Another cace of a similar sort was that
of a minaret builder, who had gone up to
the top of atuinarcet to 1emove a couieal
cap which the first shocks had  thrown
ashes.  Whill Le o« there another shack
occarred, aud thuie was another panic in
tho streets. s assisiants, who were in
one of the galleries of the minarct, began
0 run downstairx, and the musquo servants
below shouted to hen to come down, but
he stayed where ho was,  *“ I this is going
to fall,” he said, **it will fall before I can
get out of it ;" and he proceedod with his
work.

Many wonderful escapos occurred. Tro
men were walking together. A Lurk met
them, and . as is not unusual when & Turk
moets foreigners, he pushed ip between
them, inateed af tnrming *n ane aide At

that instant a atone fell from the building
above them and hit the Turk, who foll Mg

dead botweon tho two horritied forsigners
But tho wost marvellous cseaps  was
that of o boy thirco years old,

city wall just as one of the anciont towers
was overthrown,  When the dast clearel
away he was discorered pinned to the
ground by great stunes lyag on his akirts
on cach side of liun, but huuself quite un-
hurt.—Youlh's Companton.

———
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HAVE YOU A BOY TO SPARE?

Tue saloon must have hoys, or it must
shut up ats shop.  Can’t you tind one? It
is o great factory, and unless 1t can have
two milhon from ench genomtion for raw
material, goms of theso factories must cloxe
up, and the operatives be thrown upon the
cold world snd the public revenu dwimdle.
“Wanted, two million boys!” is the
notice  (One family out of every five musr
contribute a boy in order to keep up the
supply. Will you help? Which of your
boy« <hall it Le ?

‘I'heso statements are uy true 83 they nre
starthng. It is beyond s peradvonture
that 1f no boys were tempted and rumed
during tho next generation, in three and
thirty years every niloon in America would
have to put up in its window the placard,
‘“ For Sale,” or *“To Let.” The
drunkards would bo dead, and there would
bo no young ones to take their |l-lncc.~4.

Here, then, is an indisputablo fuct : if
they are not closed within the noxt thirty
years, two mullion boys, who are now in-
nocentand pure, will be rumed.

If 1t was behieved that within forty

years two willion boys would dio of hydro- };
phobia, or a tenth part of two wnihons, §

every dog in America would be destroyod,

and a law of absolute prohibition would he |:

passed on dog-kenuels and their occupants

g Reague,

JUNIOR LEAGUE.
PRAYER-MELTING TOPIC.
January 20, 1896.
KxowLEDGE AND PoweR.—Job 38, 5.

A great man once said, **Knowledge is
power.” No doubt, other things being equal, a
personwho powsesses knowlalge willbe influen
tial among his fellowa.  God is allwise, He
is ommiscient-- that is, he knowsall things.”
He is the source of knowledge, A) know.
ledge procesdeth from him,  Rvidences of his
knowledge nppenr all arcund us.  **The
heavens declare his glor v and the firmament
showeth lus handiwork.” \Vh-n men acyuire
kunowledy, their attaimnents stimulate vthers
to puraue the same path, aml i due time they
muy even surpass their compe citors, but how-
ever much kaowledge men may acquire they
will never become cqual to God. By search
ing men cannot find out God. He sves the
el from the beginning.  Men often use their
kpowledye for personal aggrandisement, 1c
gardless of the consequences to others, hence,
if men acquire knowledge, they should alse
poss.ss wisdom which wul enable them to
use their koowledge. Gud never uses his
knowledge to the injury of mankind, He
visits them with aftliction a .1 chast.sement,
but in go doing he always art wisely, though
we may not understand how what may befall
us can possibly be our profit. \s hat we know
not now we fliall know hereafter. If we could

understand the design of tioi's providential

dealings, we wauld act exactly ashe does.

What is our duty? To et knowledge.
Searh for it, as men search for hidden
treasure. Use every ineaus wn onr power to
hecome wiscr and aore intelligent as our
YCATS inicrense.
hnownledgo aim at uscfulness not selfish
with your gifts, a3 though their only purpose
is to increase your own enjuyment. Lt
wisdom direct you in all the affaira of life.
Seek to know God.  Every individual stands
related to the human family, as the various
members of the bady are related to each other.
W arc members one of anather,
ledge ahould never bo used to gnin an advan:
tage of nur fellows. Let Jove be without
dissimulation. Abhor that which is evil,
cleave to that which is good. To do good
and communicate foryet nos, Ser with sery
aacrifices Qod ie wall plansed

Ho was jo
running along tho atreet at the base of the 3

old )

In all our acquisitions of §

Our know- §




