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Laie -frorn thLe Rev. G. MCDolUGALL, dated SasZkatclu3wvan, Victoriz, April 181, 1871.

Now that the dark eloud, wvhich for
more than a year bas enveloped, this
laîîd, beglins to disperse, we naturalUy
enquire for what reasonhas God, in his
niysterîeus Providence, suffered these
terrible things te corne.upon us?) More
than ene-third of the inhiabitants have
been snept away by that foarful dis-
order, the small.pex, aîd yet, hoNvever
paradoxical the stateinent, thelanguago
of Joseph is applicable, - "lBut God
mucant it for good to b;ring to pass as it
is at this day, to Save nmuch people."

Iu the ]ast, three or four years, the
Plain tribes have manifested a ferocity
ainong theinselves, and a ceateinpt for
the white-faccd stranger, vcry striking
-wheu compared wvitli their past history;
se much so, that ail heopes of a peaceful
settiement seemed to vanish. Last
summer the Master of life periuitted, a
visitation, which has deeply humbied
these vain men ; and while we wit-
nessed with auguish of soul their
inidiscribable sufferi.ngs, we aise feit
it -%vas hetter to fallinjte 'the bands of
God thian into, the bands of Mau ;
beûtter fac to perish by pestilence than
by swerd ;-their inevitable end if ne
change had corne. We bave good
reason to believe that their afflictions
bave been sanctified. My son, who
'bas lately returned froin vîsiting the
Plain Crees, reports them. as veryquiet,
and anxious to listen to the Mission-
ary. Quite a number have reselved te

gieup the chase and settle at our
Missions.

The poor Blackfeet, who for menthe,
andi that on Dominion soil, have beeu
pillaged and depepulated by American
alcohol traders, are now sendiug us
messages of peace. Their case, on the
part of our Geverumeut, demands
immediate attention, not only for the
sake of the unfortunate native, but
aise au regards the peace aud presper-
ity of this great country. If multitudes
of uuprinoipled men, te avoid the laws
of their owu country, eau at pleasure
cross our lines aud establish scores of
low grog-shops, then froi the Missouri
wll roliback on us snch a flood of
intemperauce aud demoralization as
shali make the faircst part of this
North-west one vast field of blood and
con4ý12ntion.

lui the Upper Saskatchewan we are

face to face with a powverful and enter-
prising neighbor, who, with astonishi-
mng energy, is erccting military and
trading poste ; and this would give uis
no anxiety if similar ixprevements
were made on our aide. The American
punishes -iith severity the infringement
of the law, ýrohibiting the sale of in-
toxicating drinks to Indians ; but Ben-
ton and M'vontan traders cross the 49th
parallel, and, in defiauce of law, carry
on their loatlisome traffle. To quete
froni a letter of a close observer, who,
spent December and Jauur aiengll
the whisky vendors of BiIly River,--
" No language eau e -,cribe these
drunken orgies; more tLan 61) Black-
feet have been murdered;- if there cati
be a transcript of heUl upon carth, it is
here exhiibited." I knowv there are
those who, will say, Il riglit: the
sooner the rcdskiu is swept froin the
plains thehbetter." Thaiik God, thîs is
not the voice of Caniada ; lier sons and
daugfhters 'bave been trained te sympa-
thlize with the poor Indian, and view
with comuîiseration his struggle- for ex-
istence before the ever-increasiug flood
of civilization.

lu the Saskatchûwan they umust be
protected, aud the euly way by which
this eau be doue is te establieli a mili-
tary post at Bow River, wherc the rev-
enue la-ws would hb* enforced and im-
partial justice te red aud wvhite admin-
istered. The present turne is favorable
for a settiexueut withi these tribes. Au
euemy more terrible than war bas, te
sorne extent, subdued their iighting
spirit. Their couutry is the fiuest part
ef the North-west. 1 have travelled in
every part of the Western Prairies,
frein the Wiunipeg te the muntains,
aud I have seen uothiug to compara te
Bow River section.

Gold, coal, aud timber abundaut;
numberless sinali rivers aud rivulets,
flewing from the mnountains, water the
plain; the grand old montains, with
their snew-cappied peaks, adId te the
prospect a subhimity and beauty that
cannot be described. Statesaien of
Canada! ?here is a field worthy of yeur
noblest cffort. 'Christian philanthro-
pists ! te you we appeal ou behaîf of a
down.trcddeu and rapidly perishiug
people; the precieus gift they nee&,
you cau bestew. The gospel is net. an


