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TALES OF THE SLAVE SQUADRON.

mistake not, Commander Penshurst is just the
man for such a task.”

¢ Commander Penshurst

Ay, cousin to the proprietor of this estate;
he commands his Majesty’s sloop of war Curle,
Just arrived at Pott Royal.  He will be here to-
morrow, and I think it not unlikely that he may
obtain you a midshipman’s warrant.”

I jumped on my feet, and clisped my hands
with cestacy. My dear father!? do you really
think so ¥”

“Why ves, 1 kuow him well, and I think he
would even steuin a point to oblige me. 1 see by
the papers that he has bad o smart bout aftair
with an armed  Spanish shver off' Cuba, in
which several of his crew, including a middy,
have lost the nuher of their mess.  The puize
has been sent into the Havannn fer adjudication
by the Mixed Commission there, and he has
brought three of her hamds,—Englishmen, and
gaid to be deserters,—to Jamaiea.  The Curlac
will remain here ten days or a fortnight, some
repairs being necessary. You are aware, Tom,”
hie added, gravely, “that she s attached to the
African & Squandron ¥

Certainly, I was anare of thats but when did
amadeap grecnborn, cager for novelty and ad-
venture, stop to caleulate the danger of the course
Jre was hent upon pursning. 1 was entranced by
the sudden biillianey of the prospect opening
before me. As to Mademoiselle Virginie, my
dominant thonghs, I remember, with regad to
that terrestrial angrel, was one of exultation st the
mortification and regret she must infallibly ex-
perienee when, dazzled with my new uniform, she
became aware what a promising young Nelson she
had slighted aud passed over for a mseally stave-
monger!

Commander Penshiurst was punctual to his
appointment, went over the plantation, and ex-
pressed Ehmsell extremiely  pleased  with the
condition of his relatives cstate. This was a
favouralle opening, and wy father made the
request agreed upon.  Captain Penshurst wasa
fine-looking, dasking officer, in the curly prime of
Tife ; and, as my father spoke, bis dark bawk-cyve
measured me {tom head o font, I 2 way that
sent the ot blead to my tae and finger-ends in a
gallop.  * Humph! by o means an il favoured
young fellow, Sutclifie, thiz son of yours, tiough
iUs athier late in the day with him for a start in
naval Life: 1 can, however, give him an acting
warrant, which 1 daresay the admiral will coudirmy
the sconer, therelare, he gets his sea-tegs on, and
reports hinself an board, the better”

These words dechled my destiny, and three
daysaficrwands I stepped, handsomely wizged out,
upan the Cwrlecs deck

}
{

still at her mootings, at no great distance from
the Curlaw, but quite ready for a sudden stut,
Laving eleared at the Custom-House some duys
previcusly for the Cape Verde lskands, and thence
to the Gimbia and Rio Grande, in quest of palm
oil,—a common dodge of slavers in those days,
beeause affording them an excuse for taking on
board a large number of empty casks destined to
hold the water necessary for the crowd of human
beings they expected to bring off.  Keen eyes
on board the sloop were frequently bent upon the
Fair Rosamond ; and it was the opinion of most
of the old hands that they had seen the brigantine
before, though not within such easy speaking
distance, and when not painted in quite such fal-
the-lal style as at present. . Wesaw very linde of
Captain Penshurst—husiness or pleasure kept him
almost constantly ashore,—but the service of the
ship was curied on with order and despateh by
the licutenant in conunand, and the Curiar was
reported ready for sea some time before it was
expected she would be. T ohtained leave to go
on shore for the purpose. of bidding my fricuds
good-by, and on 1eaching honte I was not a ltitle
surprized to find my father, togged smurtly off
for a grand dizner-party at the Tollemachies, and
that I was to accompuny him. e almost
linghed out, as I, on heaving this, fizzed up my
hair with ay fingers. and glaieed camplacently
at my new uniform, in a2 mrer opposite. . * You
silly Jackanapes,” he pleasandy broke ont, “what
chance, think you, can a heardless stiipling, liko
you™ (this was a libel as regards Leard) lave
against @ wan wening two gold epaulettes?” [
wade no reply to this courtecus specch,—one
reason heing that 1 did not comprebend it,—but
ashort time after setting footin Vale Ledge it
was perfectly intelligible. — Captain Penshurst was
there; and it was plain as dayiight that he aud
the enchanting Vinginie were acknowledged, con-
tracted lovers,—so pid is the growth of senti-
ment and passion in thase bot, tropical climes.
My and Madmne Tollemzehie were also evidently
aware of, and gatified with, their daughter’s
important. conquest—thic captain of the Curlew
had wealih as well as seeinl rank to bestow,
Whilst 1, for miore reasons than one, was exceed-
fngly Wl at cmse. Mow zbout the meenlight
meeting with the skipper ef the brigatine bereath
the pal-trees?  Qught I ot to infoun Captain
Penshurst of that significant circumstance? ** Vir-
winie,” 1 Vitterly cogitated, * Virgiie is a0 vain,
hemtless coguetie, and it is wmy duty, thercfore,
0 D phon'tmakea feol of yewmself, Tam,”
broke in upon my reverie, frem my fatkas voice,
carefully pitched inan nuder tone. 1 was standirg,
at the momert, in a window-recess, apart frem

1 was Lindly received | the company.  ** Dow’t nake a feol of yoursclf,

by Licntenant Amastrosge, a strict disciplivarian, | Tow : T kaow what you are muttering abeut, guite

but & kind-hearted gentlemaniy man, the
did in sailor-plinse, come in it the haws
The Curios was a powerful vessel of her class,
carrying cighteen gus, four of which were carvo-
nader, upon a flush deck, besides a long nine-
pounder brass saivel gun aboutwidships, andhad
a prime crew of ene hundied and seventy-five
menand bovs.  The required repairs were nearlv
completed, and hnt a few days would clapse, &
was informed, hefure we amin stecred for the
south-west of Africa.  The Jair Josamend was

A3

B hie | well @ amere gitlish eapsice, depend ugon it that
holes. s comld not for o moment be expeeted to survive

the addresses of a bond fide captain of the royal
navy. DBe silent, therefore, upon mattas that
concern you uot.”

I defaved to this prrental counsel, and as
quickly az possible touk my leave of the very
agreeable party.  This was on a Sunday.  On the
Tuesday we were o £ail 3 and, late on tie previous
cvening, we were surprised by the captain’s hail
from a shore-boat ncatly alongside,—he not being



