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dlsml\.mt ige of remaining in l]n\. position,
Col. St. George, the commanding officer, well
knew—orders were therefore given to the gar-
rison to be ready at a moment's notice, as Col.
St. George preferred giving battle, cven with
hus inferior foree, to rernaining cooped up with-
out the means of ofiering any resistence what-
ever.

The want of decision and energy *on the part
of General Iull became at this time very ap-
parent to his more enterprising opponents,
indeed, the American General scemed to have
forgotten altogetlicr the intended objects of his
invasion and to have confined his efforts to
Ievying provistons and forage from the inhabi-
tants towards whom the troops behaved with
great severity, asifto avenge their disappointed
hopes at meeting enemies where they expected
to find fricnds.

"This state of inaction was only interrupted
by some desultory atternpts to cross the river
Canard, but the daily skirmishes which cnsued
led to noaction of a decisive character.  Heres
however, wasshed the first blood, T and the gal-
lant behaviour of the troops is apparent from
the fullowing extract from 2 general order
dated Auvgust 6th:—*The Commandant of
the Forces takes great pleasure in announcing
to the troops, that the enemy under Brigadier-
General 11ull bave been repelled in three at-
tacks made on the 18th, 19th and 20th of last
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month, upon p'nt of the garrison of Ambherst-
burg, on the river Canard,” particular mention
1s here made of the hieroi-m and devotion dis-
played by two privates (Hfancock and Dean,
the forwmer kil'ed, the latter taken prisoner,) of
the 41st, and the general order goes on “ In-
stances of such firmness and intrepidity deserve
1o be thus publiddy recorded, aud his Excel-
lency thinks that it will not fail to animate the
troops under his command with an ardent
desire to follow so noble an example, whenever
an apportunity shall bereafter be offured to
them.™

Amongst the records of gallart deeds we
must not omit to mention the bravery of twen-
ty-two warrjors of the Minoumim tribe of In-
dians, who repelled the attack of a body of
Americans ten times their number, who, undcr
the command of Major Penny had advanced
with a view of crossing the river Canard, here
not more than a few yards wide—a timber
bridge crosced the river at this point, but Col,
St. George seeing the importance of the posi-
tion, and anxious to retard the advance of the
cnemy had caused it to be destroyed, and had
placed, in ambush among the grass and weeds
which lined the banks, a picked hody of marks-
men for the purpose of preventing its recon-
struction,

The Queen Charlotte, a vessel of some size
and force, was also mounted with twenty guns

* The following extract, from General Arm-
strong's work, will show how eagerthe Americans
were to find any excuse, at whatever sacritice of
previously well established reputation and charac-
ter, for want of success :—** The General's conduct
on this octasion could not escape avimadversion.
His more severe eritics,~combming his nniform
indifference to the state of his connmunications,
the presure necessary to induce him to take any
means for re-opening them, amd the perverse pre-
ference given to those of the most inefficient,
shapeless charucter,—did not scruple to impute to
him a secret and systematic cooperation with the
enemy ; while others, less prone to suspicion, aml
af more charitable temperament, ascrihe it to an
honorable but false extimate of the value of the
ohjects to he attained, and of the degree of danger
to be incurred in attaining them, and, lastly, 0 a
persuasion that the safety of his own position
required cautious measures.”

1 The first blood was shed here, but the first
hostile act was the capture of a merchant vessel
in Like Ontario, by the brig Oneida, commanded
by Capt. Woolsey. This vessel was a fast sailer,
and, while bentmv up the Lake from Prescott, in

to take those to leeward afterwards, but night
coming on, they fortunately ezcaped. The ot jeet
of the American Guvermment in thus attacking,
in time of peace, the vessel of a friendly nation,
was to secure as many of the vessels on the Luke
as they could, to assist any future contemplated
attachs azainst Canada.  One of the owners pro-
ceeded dmmediately to Sackett’s Harlor, and
reclaimed his property—war not having been
declared at the time, nor was it tll a fortnight
afterwards that it was declared—his ren onstrance
and claiins were, however, disregarded, and the
vessel was immediately avmed and manned. This
same vessel was, the next year, upset in a squall
on Lake Qutario, during a night action with the
British fleet under Sir James Yeo, and went to the
bottom, vers few of her crew escaping. —Strange
to say, the owners of the vessel have never been
indemnified for their loss, by either their own or
the American Government, although repeated
applications have been urged on botl, and even
a joint address to the Crown voted by both
branches of the Legislature of Upper Canuda,—
although more recently we have seen a British
ficet sent to Athens, to compel payment of a few

company with serveral others, was consnderablm hurdred pounds to Don Pacifico.—Ep. A. A. M.
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