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Lotde Al cast theie honors and
crowns at His fect. T'he preacher
closed a sermon delivered with great
fervor and Muency with an appeal to
decide rightly the momentous question,
“\Yhat think ye of Christ? "

Ms. Carpenter then offered the dedi.
cation prayer, and while the deacons,
Mr, Chatles McKinlay and Mr, Wm,
Noble, took up the offering, the choir
sang an anthem, The benediction was
pronounced by the preacher and the
dedication scrvices were over.

WHAT THEY DELIEVE.

It is somewhat difticult 1o make a
definite statement of the peculiar beliefs
that distinguish the © Disciples of
Christ” as a denomination from the
other denominations represented in the
town. ‘This difficulty arises from the
fact that onc of the cardinal principles
ot the body is that they shall have no
formulated statement of doctrine to
which all are expected to subscnbe,
They claim to have no crced but the
Bible, and hence 1t is perhaps unsafe
for any but a theologian to undertake
to stale their distinctive doctrnes.
Without any authontative statement to
which we can refer as their standard of
interpretation we are liable to have any
doctrine that we might speak of us
being characteristic of the body at
once repudiated at incorrect.  Not-
withstanding this difficulty we venture
to name a few ot the tenets which we
helieve to be almost universally received
by them as a body.

In church government they are con-
gregationalists pure and simple, ac
knowledging no higher authority than
the voice of the local church. 1In
former years the greater part of the
preaching was done by local talent, but
of late they are getting more into the
system of settled pastorates

Indoctrine they are largely Arminian,
They deny the doctrines of election, re-
generation by.the ‘Spirit, and the final
perseverance of the saints as held by
Calvinistic churches in general. In
reference to regencration they hold
that the Spirit is in the Word and that

‘régeneration is the result of a mere re-

ception of the truth.  They deny the
direct, personal and supematural agency
of the Holy Spirit in conversion.

They practise baptism by immersion

and hold that nothing but the complete
immersion of the believer in water will
satisfy the divine command,
* ‘They do nct hold, as is sometimes
charged against them, that baptism
alone possesses a saving efficacy, but
that the scriptures represent salvation
as contingent upon four voluntary acts,
viz.: faith, repentance, confession and
baptism. In this particular they hold
a position directly antagonistic to the
regular Baptists, with whom they are
frequently confused by other denomin-
ations. The Bapiists hold that no man
is a fit subject for baptizm until heis
fully saved, while the Disciples hold
that no man is fully saved until he has
been baptized.

‘Chey strenuously objectto thepresent
division of the church of Christ into
sects, and- protest vigorously against
being called 2 denomination.

They arrogate to themiselves as their
distinctive appellation the title, ¥ Dis-
ciples of Christ” (which by nght be-
longs to all believers), and profess to
be striving 1o restore primitive Churis
tianity,

And so the world wags.
Georgetown Ferald.

REVARKS,

A word or two will not be out of
place with regard to what the George-
town Merald says under the head,
““\What they belicve,”  ‘The editor of
the Jflerald, we may. inform our
readers, is Bro. Warren, a {cading mem.
ber of the Georgetown Baptist Church,
and a promineat man in his denomina.

Next.—

.

tion. ‘The dificulty the ferald finds
in making a definite statement of the
peculiar beliefs of the D.sciples grows
probably out of the failure to make a
distinction which ail intelligent Dis-
ciples make, viz., the distinction be.
tween malters of faith and matters of
opinion, between those things which a
church of Christ has a scriptural tight
to make tests of fellowship, and those
which the Lord Jesus has given a
church no authotity 10 miake tests of
fellowship or conditions of member.
ship. ‘There is no difficulty at all in
discovering what the Disciples demand
as tests of fellowship. The Zferald
evidently is quite well posted on that,
as we shall sec later.  But when the
uestion is raiscd what the Disciplesas
a people believe in regard to this, that,
ot the other matter of New Testament
teaching, beyond what the lLord has
scen fit 10 make conditions of niember-
ship in His church, it wouid undoubt-
edly be impossible for one unacquaint-
ed with the prevailing views among the
Disciples to say where they stand on
the subject. At the same time there
would be no great difficulty in learning
from the literature of thc budy what
the most widely accepted opinion on a
given point might happen to be. And we
may state as an interesting and sug-
gestive fact, that there is among the
Disciples, albeit.they have no man-
made creed, a general and mnost re-
markable unanimity on most Biblical
topics.  This is a result, as we believe,
of their freedom from the bias and.
tyranny of a creed of man's construc-
tion, and of their common sense
methods of interpreting the Word of
God. Their aim is to bting their views
into harmony with the Scriptures, not
to bring the'Scriptures into harmony
with some Confession of Faith made
years ago by.scholars who knew less
about the Bible than scholars now
know. When an intelligent Disciple
repudiates a doctrine alleged to be
characteristic of the body, the resson
for the repudiation wiil be found to be
that it is mo# a characteristic doctrine.
With regard to what they as a people
do believe, they are peculiarly bold to
maintain and to produce the Sériptures
that teach the doctriné.  So much for
this point.

That the Disciples are “ congrega.
tionalists pure and simple” is quite
correct, and that the number of preach.
ers who devote their whole time to the
wot< is incrcasing among them, s
quite true,

But they arc not Armuman in doc-
trine as the Aerald declares they
largely are. Here the Herald has
tallen into a quite common cror——that
of thinking that if onc is not a Calvinist,
he must bean Armiman, The Disciples
as a people are neither Calvinists nor
Arminians,  The vast mojority of
them, we are certain, are neither, but
they do not make the acceptance or
rejection of one or the other of these
systems tests of fellowship.  They do
not require trembling souls te remain
outside of the €lurch until they have
srsived at certain conclusion, in regard
1o thesc matters. Moreover, to tay
that the Disciples deny the doctrine of
¢ regencration by the Spirit” is not a
true statement; in fact, it is a gross
murepresentation of them.  They ac-
cept without cavil the plain declara.
ton of our Saviour to Nicodemus
(John iii. ), * Veuily, wverily, I say
unto thee, except 2 man be born of
water and of the Spirit, he cannot en.
ter into the kingdom of Gad.” They
do as a people reject a certain theory
of regeneration, which they believe is
foreign to the Scriptures ; but they do
not make the rcjection of that theory
a condition of membership in their
churches.  As to the opération of the
Holy Spitit in conversion, the: most

‘dccompanies the Word, that the Word
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commonly accepted view among the
Disciples is, that the Holy Spirit a/mways

of God is never a dead leiter, and they
repudiate all theorics that make the
Word of God of none effect, and that
tend to weaken the feeling of responsi. |
bility on the part of individuals
promptly to heed fhe call of God and
obey the teuth, ‘

With reference to the assertion that!
Disciples hold that ‘‘regeneration is
the result of a nicre reception of the
truth,” in the first place we would re-
mark that the Disciples do not speak
of a ‘“mere recepiion of the truth”
‘'hey do frequently speak of ebeying'
the truth and odeying the Gospel, and’
in justification of such cxpressions they
quote 1 Peter, i. 22, 23 (R. V.), " Sce-
ing ye have purified your souls in your
obedience 1o the truth unto unfeigned'
love of the brethren, love one another'
from the.lieart fervently ; having been
begotten again not of corruptible sced, |
but of incorruptible, through the Word
of God which liveth and abideth ;" and |

2 Thes., i 8, which tells of the awful |
doom that awaits those  that obey not;
the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
In the second plaice we wish to de
clare with all possiblecmphasis that they
do greatly cre who allege or insinuate
that the Disciples stand for a religion
of the head and not. of the heart, of ]
form and not of reality, of meie confor-
mity to outward ordinances and not of
inward, spiritual power.

The Herald quite accurateiy states)
our position in regard to what is called
the “mode " of Laptism, and also as
to the sinfulncss of divisions among the
followers o1 Jesus Christ,

It is pleasing to note that the editor
of the Hearld it intelligent chough to
know, and honest enough to affirm, that
“they do not hold, as is sometimes
charged against them, that baptism
alone posscsses a saving etficacy.” The
statement that the Disciples hold “that
the Scriptures rcpresent salvation as
contingent upon four voluntary acts,
vie.: faith, repentance, confession and
baptism,” we do not care to criticise
further than to point out that the word
tgalvation,” in such usige, does not
stand for the “ eternal salvation,” but
for *“the remission of sins.” (Sec for

example, Luke i. 77.)

—

‘The ceditor of the Herald is quite

clear that the Baptists and Disciples

are not one, and he {s apparently anxious
that his readers should be aware of
the fact. We do not blame him for
that.  But we beg to point out to him
that wiien *“the Baptists hold that no
man is a fit subject for baptism unti)
he is fully saved,” the Baptists not only
take issne with the Disciples, which in
itself is a small. matter ; but they take
jssue with the Lord ] esus Christ, which
is a great matter, yea, a virtual
tepudiationof Him as a Divine T'eacher,
Let the rcader open his New Testa-
ment at "Matk xvi. 15, 16, and he will
find our Saviour said * “ (o ye into all
the world and preach the gospel to
cvery creature.  He that believeth and
is baptized shall Le saved ; but he that
believeth not shall be damned.” The
Baptists take it upon themselves to
change the word of Him whom they
call their Savicur, for they in effect say -
 Hc that believeth and is saved shall

be baptired” On this point the
Disciples are content to be on the side

|of the Lord Jesus. cven though to be

on His side is to ne * ditectly antago-
nistic to the regular Bapuists.” “If
Jod Le for us, who can be against us?”

With regard to our use of the name
* Disciples of Christ,” we should like
to ask the editor of the Herald whether
it ever occurred to him that there 15
somewhat of arrogance on the pan of
Daptists when they assume a name that
all immersed belicvers have as much

i7ight to as they have.

And finally, for the present, will Bro.

1 Warsen be good cnough to give us the

name of the ¢ formulated statement of
doctrine ¥ of the Baptist denomination,
and at the same time kindly inform us
where we can procurc a copy of that
document ?
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SaMrLes Matixn FREE TO ANY ADDRESS,

K. D. C. COMPANY,
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Monthly Prizes for Boys and
Girls.

The *Sunlight ¥ Soap Co,, Totonto,
offer the following pnzes every month
till further notice, to boys and girls
under 16, residing in the Province of
Ontatio, who send the greatest number
of “Sunlight” wiappers: 1st, $10;
and, 86; 3rd, $3; 4th, $1; sth to t4th,
a Handsome Book; and a pretty pic-
ture to those who send not lessthan 12
wrappers, Send wrappers to ! Sunlight”
Soap Office, 43 Scott St., Toronto, not
later than 29th of cach month, and
mark * Compettion” ; also give full
name, address, age, and number of
wrappers.  \Winners' nawnes will be
published \n 77te Toronto Mail on 1t
Saturday in each month,

w—

D. L. SINCLAIR,

Barrister, Solicitor, Notary
Public, Etc.

Orrcee—Cacada Lifo 1leiMing, 46 K Ntevet
Weat, Toronto, Tclrx:}-on: l.v?n‘- « King
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A Life Size Crayon Portrait
of yoursell or fricnds, Free.

In onler to introduce our work
p=1 1 Your acction of the country, wo H
will for a short period make, free
of charge to any onc <ending inn

pholograph, a Life Slze Crayon w

Portrait Free. Likencss guars

anmteed  Qur crayonsare made by

a skilllul artist, and nro & work of .
m art. This offer good for only a

short time—il you want to take H

advantage of i, sead In yowr
&i photograph at once to t—e

HIGH GRADE ART CO.
122 Quizey St., CRIOAGO, ILLS.
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